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since they entrench more upon the domain of physics and biology.
As such they have been treated and discussed by the majority of
Continental savants.
One word more regarding the famous medium, Eusapia
Palladino, whom Mr. Bruce refers to in several passages in this
Chapter, referring to her in a footnote on page 196, as "The discredited Eusapia Palladino, once the marvel of two continents."
May I take this occasion to repeat here what I have often repeated
in public and private, elsewhere? and that is, that I retain my
unshaken belief, amounting to a conviction, in the genuineness
of Eusapia's power, and that, despite the trickery which was
undoubtedly discovered here — and which had also been discovered, I may add, more than twenty years before she ever came
to this country — she yet possesses genuine, remarkable powers
of a supernormal character, and this belief, I may say, is shared
equally by all the continental investigators, who remain unaffected
by the so-called American expose. A statement of their attitude
is perhaps well summarized by Flournoy, in his Spiritism and
Psychology (Chap. VII); while I have published the records of the
American seances — for those who may be interested — in my
"Personal Experiences in Spiritualism," where copious extracts
from the shorthand notes of the American sittings are given.
To return, however: If there is a criticism to make of Mr.
Bruce's book, it is that it displays a lack of personal investigation
and experimentation, and bears throughout the ear-marks of a
literary compilation. But this is, after all, not a serious detraction
from a work of this character,— which is, as I have said before,
excellently done.
HEREWARD CARRINGTON.

DES TROUBLES PSYCHIQUES ET NEVROSIQUES POST-TRAUMATIQUES, Par R. Benon. Ancien interne de la Chnique des Maladies

Mentales et de I' Encephale a la Faculte de Paris, Medecin de VHospice
General de Nantes (Quartiers d1Hospice). G. Steinheil, editeur,

Paris, 1913; pp. x-449.
The author in this volume has written a clinical and medicolegal treatise on traumatic nervous affections from a broad and
philosophical standpoint. The subject is treated under the
following headings: "Generalities," in which is discussed the
historical development of our knowledge of the effects of traumatism, the etiology, the evolution of the various disturbances, and
the legal side of the questions at issue.
Following this introduction, under Chapter I, the general
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topic of what the writer terms the traumatic dysthenias or the
traumatic sthenopathies is discussed under the following subheadings: (a) Simple post-traumatic asthenia; (b) Post-traumatic
astheno-mania; (c) Prolonged asthenia and chronic traumatic
asthenia, under which he includes traumatic neurasthenia, traumatic hystero-neurasthenia, traumatic neurosis, and traumatic
psychoneurosis; (d) Chronic post-traumatic mania; (/) Periodic
post-traumatic dysthenias; (/) Asthenic mania and pathological
anatomy. Chapter II, under the general heading, "Traumatic
Dysthymias: (a) Anxiety post-traumatic hyperthymia; (b)
Traumatic hypochondriasis and traumatic hysteria; (c) Special
hyperthymia of accidents; (d) Hysterical and traumatic crises;
(e)' Prolonged or permanent post-traumatic disturbances of character in children and adults. Chapter III, under the general
heading, "Traumatic Dysthymias": (a) Traumatic amnesia;
(b) Post-traumatic Korsakoff syndrome; (c) Traumatic mental
confusion; (d) Post-traumatic agnosia; (e) Post-traumatic dementias; (/) Systematized chronic post-traumatic deliriums.
Chapter IV, under the general heading, "Psychic states and
Diverse Post-Traumatic Neuroses": (a) Post-traumatic epilepsy;
(b) Traumatic aphasia; (c) Alcoholism, traumatism and hallucinatory conditions; (d) Post-traumatic sensual perversions;
(e) Pains, vertigos, deafness, etc., following trauma; (/) Distant
post-traumatic psychic disorders with cerebral lesions; (g) Unclassifiable observations. To this comprehensive material is
added an appendix on the topic of psychic and neurotic disturbances as indications for trephining.
This outline of the contents of the book, which contains in
addition many subheadings, gives a sufficiently clear idea of its
scope and of the pains which the author has taken to subdivide
his subject matter to the last possible degree. Whether such a
detailed classification has merit sufficient to justify its complexity
must be left to the individual reader to determine. It may,
however, with justice be said that the author has spared no pains
to illustrate by case reports the various phases of traumatic disorder which he enumerates. He has a keen sense of the significance of psychiatric knowledge in a proper understanding of the
various results of trauma, and lays special stress upon the breadth
of the psychiatric field, under which he properly enough includes
the various so-called psychoneuroses as well as epilepsy, tics and
aphasia. He believes that one may only arrive at a diagnostic
criterion of such affections through the sensations and emotions
expressed by the patients. The somatic phenomena he regards
as always subordinate and accessory. Under this point of view,
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he attacks his problem, and with considerable success- An
admirable brief historical review of traumatism in relation to the
nervous system constitutes a valuable section of the book, in
which he brings out the conflicting views which have prevailed
since the earlier work of Erichsen down through the fundamental
investigations of Westphal, Charcot, Knapp, Oppenheim and
others.
The author finds fault with the common use of the word
traumatism in the sense of trauma, and correctly draws attention
to the fact that traumatism should express a general condition,
whereas, trauma should be used as indicative of a local lesion.
This distinction has been too often overlooked, with resulting
confusion.
In general, the book represents a vast amount of painstaking
thought and an ear&est but somewhat confusing attempt to bring
light into the somewhat dark places of a much-discussed subject,
which has frequently been the source of more or less acrimonious
discussion. Not the least significant part of the volume is the
constant reference to the legal implications of the traumatic
affections. It should therefore be useful, not only to the physician,
but also to the legal profession. It will doubtless be used rather
as a book of reference than as a readable treatise.
E. W. TAYLOR.
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Geliebtenmorder von Albrecht

JPetzel und Karl Wilmanns. Verlag Julius Springer, Berlin:
1913*
With a better understanding of psychopathic phenomena,
the underlying psychology of criminology becomes more clearly
defined. Maladjustment may express itself in an insane outbreak,
criminal act, or in an anti-social deed,—• indeed, in all of them the
underlying phenomenon is a psychopathic condition which comes
under the realm of abnormal psychology. The large group of
criminals should not be looked upon as a homogenous class, but
the individuality of criminal and the type of the delinquent act
in reaction to his heredity, mental make-up and environmental
influences should be fully considered. Herein lies the great value
of Wetzel's and Willmann's Monograph — these authors report
three cases in which criminal acts were attributed to abnormal
mental life.
The first case was that of a young man of twenty-three, who
showed a psychopathic personality with tainted heredity on the

