able remedy simply because its composition happens to
be unknown to him. The patient calls his physician not
merely to prescribe the treatment that has received the
approval of some official body, but because he believes
he will prescribe the remedies which experience has
demonstrated to be useful in the affection from which
the patient suffers."
True, the physician, or the physiologic chemist, has
not "fathomed the chemical mysteries of digitalis,
ergot," and several other drugs. Neither has he learned
all there is to know about quinin or mercury. He does
know, however, that quinin will produce certain welldefined effects in malaria and that mercury may be
relied on in syphilis. On the other hand, he does not
know what result will be obtained by using "Blank's
Malaria Cure" or "Show's Sure Specific." Moreover,
even if he finds out what either of these nostrums does
to-day, he has no assurance that it will do the same to¬
morrow.
The argument of the Midland Druggist
amounts to this : You don't know everything about
any
one drug; therefore, it is
unnecessary for you to know
anything about any empirical combination of drugs,
said combination being likely to vary, both in individ¬
ual content and in content proportions. Truly a logical
proposition. There is an essential difference between
secrecy that is unavoidable and that which is contrived
for purposes of gain or deceit. The fact that we are not
able to fathom the mysteries of many remedies with
which Nature has supplied us is no reason why we
should use those made by man in which the element of
mystery is purely artificial and exists only for the pur¬
pose of commercial gain. When the physician consents
to prescribe remedies whose composition is known only
to the manufacturer, he is abdicating his office as physi¬
cian and assuming the function of the prescribing drug¬
gist who recommends "patent medicines," about which
he knows little, for diseases of which he knows less. In
such cases the use of secret remedies is a fault which
disgraces the members of a profession. The unknown
composition of natural remedies is a hindrance to the
advance of pharmacy and medicine, but the use of secret
remedies on the part of the physician is a dereliction of
duty. The first will be removed by the advance of
science; the second can be removed only by raising the
ideals of the two professions, and we are sorry to see a
representative of pharmacy not only disregarding the
highest ideals of his own profession, but endeavoring
to lower those of the medical profession as well. There
are, however, we are glad to say, pharmaceutical jour¬
nals which, recognizing the viciousness of secrecy in
medicine, would never lend their pages to furthering
the cause of nostrum prescribing as is done in this case.
THE DATE OF THE NEXT SESSION

The sixty-first annual session of the American Medical Association will be held in St. Louis, Missouri. June
7 to 10, 1910. The date has just been fixed by a con-

ference between the Trustees of the Association and the
local Committee of Arrangements in St. Louis. The
preparations for the meeting are well under way, as the
St. Louis profession intends that nothing shall interfere
with the success of the meeting because of any delay in
contracting for halls or in obtaining a prior right to
the hospitality of the city during the week selected. The
medical profession of St. Louis and vicinity are possessed with the ambition to make the attendance at the
St. Louis Session surpass that at the Chicago Session,
which now holds the record. The central location is

expected

to aid in

securing

this, but they expect

a

large assembly.

to have the session

brilliant in every other respect.

Not only
unusually

Medical News
CALIFORNIA
Commencement Exercises.\p=m-\The College of Physicians and
Los Angeles, held its fifth annual commencement
exercises, June 24, when diplomas were awarded to a class of
four by Dr. Charles W. Bryson, dean of the faculty. The
doctorate address was delivered by Hon. Curtis D. Wilbur.\p=m-\
Oakland College of Medicine and Surgery held its annual graduation exercises May 27. The opening address was delivered
by Dr. Haywood G. Thomas, president of the college, and the
doctorate address was delivered by Hon. Henry A. Melvin. A
class of four was graduated.
State Board of Health Election.\p=m-\At the meeting for reorganization of the State Board of Health, held in Sacramento,
June 26, Dr. Martin Regensburger, San Francisco, was reelected
president for the third term; Dr. William F. Snow, Stanford
University, was elected secretary to fill the vacancy caused by
the resignation of Dr. Newell K. Foster, and Dr. W. LeMoyne
Wills, Los Angeles, was chosen vice-president, vice Dr. Wallace
A. Briggs, Sacramento.-Dr. James H. Parkinson, Sacra¬
mento, has been appointed a member of the State Board of
Health, vice Dr. Aden C. Hart, Sacramento.
Personal.—Drs. Fitch C. E. Mattison, Pasadena, John H.
Martindale and Wesley W. Beckett, Los Angeles, and Francis
M. Pottenger, Monrovia, have gone to Europe.-Dr. and Mrs.
Walter Lindley, Los Angeles, have returned from Europe.Dr. Ray L. Wilbur, Palo Alto, leaves in a short time for
Europe.-Vacancy in the position of university physician
and head of the board of directors of Peninsula Hospital, Palo
Alto, will be filled by the appointment of Dr. Thomas M.
Williams.-Dr. George Watt, Willows, has been appointed
physician of Glenn county.-Dr. John I. Clark, Santa Ana,
has been appointed a member of the board of managers of the
Southern California State Hospital, Patton.-Dr. Newell K.
Foster has been appointed medical inspector of the schools of
Oakland.

Surgeons,

ILLINOIS
Pure Food Regulation.—The city council of Rock Island, on
June 21, passed an ordinance regulating the sale of ice cream,
and fixing a license fee of $5 for the sale of it.
News About Hospitals.—The new Graham Hospital, Canton,
erected at a cost of $30,000 is completed and ready to receive
patients.-The cornerstone of St. Mary's Hospital, Centralia,
was laid by Rt.-Rev. W. C.
Luce, vicar general of the diocese
of Belleville.
Awarded Damages.—In the case of Dr. Ernest Mammen,
Bloomington, against whom suit was brought for $5,000 by
Mrs. Carrie Smith, who charged that the defendant had per¬
formed ah operation on her at the Brockay Hospital and had
left a sponge in the abdominal cavity, the jury is said to have
returned a verdict in favor of the plaintiff, awarding damages
at $1,500.
Personal.—Dr. Albert S. Green and family, Rockford, have
returned after five months abroad.-Drs. Joseph Robbins,
Levin H. A. Nickerson, Kirk Shawgo, Clarence A. Wells, Ernest
Zimmerman, Robert ,T. Christie and Robert J. Christie, Jr.,
William W. Williams, Charles D. Center. William S. Knapheide, Frederick M. Pendleton, Thomas B. Knox, Alfred A.
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Whipple,
C.

John H.

Rice, Edmund

. (¡ermann have been

Blessing Hospital, Quiney.

.

and Melinda
to the medical staff of

Montgomery

appointed

Not Guilty.—The indictment of murder against Dr. Cora L.
Reed, Rock Island, was dismissed in the circuit court on mo¬
tion of the state's attorney, June 21. The indictment was
based on the charge of the performance of a criminal abor¬
tion.--The suit brought by the State Board of Health, on
complaint of Kendall county phj-sicians, against John Church,
medicine peddler, is said to have been decided in favor of
the defendants at Oswego, June 27.-Dr. Charles W. John¬
son, Litchfield, charged with performing an operation for crim¬
inal abortion, was found not guilty of the charge, June 27.
a

Chicago
Directors.—The German Hospital. Chicago, an¬
nounces an increase of directors from ten to fifteen.
New Hospital.—Plans are being completed for an addition to
the Norwegian-Lutheran Deaconesses' Home and Hospital, to
Increase

cost $75,000.
Personal.—Dr. Jabez D. Hammond fell while descending the
.stairs from his office, July 8, and fractured his left leg at the
ankle.-Drs. John Guerin and Jeremiah H. Walsh have been
appointed school trustees.-Dr. E. Lyman Denison had his
knee dislocated and two ribs fractured in a street ear accident
July 8.-Dr. Wesley H. Peck sailed for Europe July 7.Dr. Albert H. Hoy and family returned from Europe July 5.
Clean Milk for Children.—The milk commission of Chicago
has issued a leaflet entitled, "How to Take Care of the Baby."
The commission has as its object to give to the children of
the congested districts, pure clean wholesome milk at prices
below cost in order to bring it within the reach of those for
whose benefit it is produced, and to furnish information, in¬
struction and advice to mothers in reference to the care and
feeding of their young children.
The Babies' Crusade.—The finance committee of the city
council has sanctioned the expenditure of $10,000 by the De¬
partment of Health for the summer care of infants. The city
has been divided into districts, each having one or more doetors or nurses, and house-to-house visiting is to be carried on,
the aim being to instruct mothers, and supply medical aid
and actual nursing when absolutely necessary. Card calendar
reports are to be filed daily with the Department of Health,
which is to be the clearing-house for the city.-Three new
fresh-air stations for sick babies of Chicago were opened by
the United Charities, July 1, the first on a roof in the con¬
gested district of South Chicago, another at Henry Booth
House, and the third on the roof of the Northwestern Univer¬
sity Settlement.-Camp Good Will, Evanston, opened for the
season July 10.-The Gads Hill Camp, north of Lake Bluff,
is now in active operation with about 300 in attendance.The Daily News Sanitarium began the work of its twentythird season, June 28. On the same day, the Chicago Tribune
Summer Hospital at Algonquin was opened for the season.

INDIANA

Personal.—Dr. David C. Peyton, Jeffersonville, who has been

appointed general superintendent of the Indiana Reformatory,
has resigned as secretary of the Clark County Board of Health.
Dr. W. Marshall Varble has been named as Dr. Peyton's suc¬
cessor.-Dr. William H. Wagoner has been appointed a
member of the board of health of Peru.
Society Election.—At the closing session of the Grant
County Medical Society for the year, held June 24, Dr. James
A. Mattison, National Military Home, was elected president;
Dr. John M. Toney, Van Buren, vice-president; Dr. Marshall
T. Shively, Marion, treasurer; Dr. Otis W. McQuown, Marion,
secretary, and Dr. Charles J. Overman, Marion, censor.
Hospital News.—The contract for the erection of the pro¬
posed state tuberculosis sanatorium, on the site near Rockville, has been awarded to a Terre Haute company for
$79,841.72.-The State College Hospital, Indianapolis, con¬
nected with the Indiana University School of Medicine, may
be closed, as it is said not to be needed for clinical purposes
and as it has not been paying expenses for some time.Drs. Charles C. Morris, Rockville; Robert F. Hester, Bloomingdale; E. Albert Evans, Rosedale; Al vin A. Williamson,
Marshall, and A. Birch Lockridge and Raymond E. Swope,
Rockville, make up the Parke County Hospital Committee.
-Nearly $5,000 has thus far been secured by the committee
soliciting funds for St. Joseph Hospital. Logansport.-The
Frankfort Tuberculosis Sanatorium has been incorporated
with a capital stock of $10,000. Drs. Charles Chittick, Albert
H. Coble, and James W. Hadley are among the incorporators.

IOWA
Notes.—Ground has been broken at the State San¬
atorium for the Treatment of Tuberculosis at Oakdale, for
eight new cottages for patients, and a large dormitory for
help. The building will cost $50,000 when completed and the
capacity of the institution will be increased to 150.
Sanatorium Report.—The State Tuberculosis Sanatorium
near Iowa City has completed its first year of work.
During
the year 236 patients were received for treatment, 106 of
whom were from twenty to thirty years of age, and of these,
30, or 14 per cent, were in the incipient stage. Of those re¬
maining over two months, 80 per cent, were discharged ap¬
parently cured. Of the more or less advanced cases, there
were 203, and those who remained in the institution more
than two months, left greatly improved in condition. Dr.
H. E. Kirschner, the superintendent, hopes to have the
capacity of the institution increased to 125. The contract for
the new buildings at the sanatorium have been let to a Marshalltown firm for $36,775.90. The improvements include a
large two-story building for employés, a cottage for the
superintendent, a kitchen cottage, a medical cottage, and a
one-story patient's cottage. With the balance of more than
$10,000 remaining from the appropriation, five additional onestory patient's cottages will be added, thereby nearly doubling
the capacity of the institution.
KANSAS
Personal.—The new board of health of Wichita is composed
of Dr. Frederick H. Slayton, city physician, police surgeon, and
secretary, and Drs. Jacob Z. Hoffman and James W. Cave.Dr. Robert H. Smith, Oberlin, has been appointed coroner of
Decatur county.
Sanitation and Hygiene Taught.—Dr. Samuel C. Emley, Law¬
rence, has been granted a leave of absence for two years by
the University of Kansas, and will undertake a propaganda
for sanitation and hygiene throughout the state, lecturing and
showing a sanitary exhibit at all towns which make applica¬
tion.
State Medical Boards.—At a meeting of the State Board of
Medical Examiners, held in Kansas City, June 12, Dr. Henry
A. Dykes, Lebanon, was elected president, and Dr. Franklin P.
Hatfield, Olathe, secretary.-At the meeting of the State
Board of Health, in Topeka, June 2, Dr. Charles H. Lerrigo,
Topeka, was re-elected president; and Dr. Samuel J. Crumbine. secretary.
Hospital Notes.—The trustees of Bethany Hospital have
selected a site for the new building near Twelfth street and
Central avenue, Kansas City, on which they expect to erect a
hospital to cost $150,000, $35,000 of which has already been
secured.-It is announced that $14,100 of the $15,000 re¬
quired for the erection of the new Episcopal Hospital, Selma,
has been secured.-The opening reception of the Sterling
Hospital was held July 2.
MARYLAND
Hospital Notes.—The Government Naval Hospital, Annap¬
olis, is to be enlarged by the erection of a modern dwelling to
be occupied by the surgeon in charge; by two other dwellings
for the junior medical officers, by quarters for the trained
nurses, and a stable for the ambulance horses. There are also
now under construction two wings to the main structure and
a sun parlor.-The Children's Country Hospital at Catonsville, near Baltimore, for the treatment of crippled children,
will be enlarged and incorporated, and pay as well as charity
patients will be admitted. Dr. William S. Ba'er, Baltimore,
is the physician in charge.
Personal.—Drs. W. Preston Miller, Hagerstown; H. Barton
Jacobs, Baltimore, and Prof. J. Mark Baldwin, of the depart¬
ment of psychology, Johns Hopkins University, have sailed for
Europe.-Dr. Bernard Brown, Jr., Annapolis, was operated
on for appendicitis at University Hospital, Baltimore. June
30.-Dr. Robert P. Bay, superintendent of University Hos¬
pital, Baltimore, has been appointed a captain and assistant
surgeon for the medical corps of the National Guard of Mary¬
land, and assigned to duty with the Fifty Infantry, vice Dr.
Gordon Wilson.-Dr. Thomas J. O'Donnel I has been appointed
police surgeon of Baltimore, vice Dr. Ransom R. Norris.-Dr.
Joseph W. Holland, demonstrator of anatomy in the University
of Maryland, has been appointed associate professor of anatomy.
Violation of the Food Laws.—In an interview, Dr. Marshall
L. Price, Baltimore, secretary of the State Board of Health,
says that preserves, catsups, peppers, mustards, and other
spices, and many kinds of drugs are put up here and sold here,
which could not cross the state line without violating the
federal food and drugs act. Without proper legislation and
means of enforcing such legislation, the homes of Maryland

Hospital
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helpless. The act of 1890 gives the board power to pre¬
vent adulteration and misbranding of foodstuffs, but only
allows $2,500 to carry out the law. Ten thousand dollars
would be needed annually for effective work, or else a pro¬
vision to turn fines into the treasury of the board for its ex¬
penses. Only two inspectors can now be employed. There are
71 abattoirs alone in Baltimore. He says that cotton-seed oil
comes into the state properly labeled, is here relabeled as
pure olive oil and sold as such. There is no adulteration of
canned vegetables.
Baltimore
Personal.—Dr. Charles D. Snyder has been appointed associai e
in physiology, Dr. Leonard G. Roundtree, instructor in ex¬
perimental therapeutics. Dr. Arthur H. Koelker in chemistry,
Dr. Herbert M. Evans in anatomy, and Dr. Milton G. Winternitz in pathology in Johns Hopkins Medical School.-Drs.
William W. Ford and Ridgeley B. Warfield have gone to
Europe.-Dr. DeWitte B. Casier, resident gynecologist at
Johns Hopkins Hospital, has resigned.
are

University Appointments.—The following faculty appoint¬

ments have been made at the University of Maryland School
of Medicine: Dr. Samuel C. Chew, emeritus professor of med¬
icine; Dr. Charles W. Mitchell, professor of medicine and dis¬
eases of children; Dr. Arthur M. Shipley, professor of thera¬
peutics and surgical pathology; Dr. Harry Adler, clinical pro¬
fessor of medicine; Dr. Josepn W. Holland, associate professor
and demonstrator of anatomy, and lecturer on clinical sur¬
gery; Dr. Howard J. Maldeis, lecturer on histology and em¬
bryology; Dr. William D. Scott, instructor in genitourinary
surgery; Dr. J. Dawson Reeder, instructor in proctology; Dr.
John F. Hawkins, instructor in neurology, and Dr. Frank S.
Lynn, assistant demonstrator of anatomy, all of Baltimore.

MASSACHUSETTS
Personal.—Dr. Milton J. Rosenau. Washington, D. O, has
been elected professor of hygiene and preventive medicine at
Harvard Medical School.
A New Field in Tuberculosis Work.—Alexander M. Wilson,
who succeeded Edward P. Bicknell as superintendent of the
Chicago Bureau of Charities last fall, has resigned to under¬
take in Boston an open-air boarding house in which con¬
valescent consumptives may attend to business while still liv¬
ing the outdoor life of the shack dweller.
Traced Fever to Milkman.—Investigation by the board of
health of a number of cases of typhoid fever at Campello has
traced their origin to the employé of a milk dealer who
worked on the farm of the dealer for a week before being
stricken with the disease. Dr. Frederick J. Ripley. Brockton,
of the board, says that there is no epidemic, and that of the
seven cases traced to the farm employe the last was reported
June 20. There is no evidence of any further spread of the
disease from this source.
MICHIGAN
Receives Loving Cup.—Dr. William D. Scott, Ithaca, was
the guest of honor at a banquet tendered by the Gratiot
County Medical Society. May 28. at which a silver loving cup
was presented to Dr. Scott on behalf of the society, by Dr.
Stiles Kennedy.
Laboratory Opened.- One of the most complete general
laboratories in the country for original research work was
opened June 10. at the Woman's Hospital and Infants' Home,
Detroit. The laboratory is the gift of Mrs. Grace Whitney
Hoff, who gave $1.000 for the installment of the laboratory.
and who has provided an endowment of $500 a year for five
years for its maintenance. Dr. Carl S. Oakman is to be path¬
ologist in charge of the laboratory. Dr. Willard H. Hutcîiings
is bacteriologist, and Dr. Joseph Sill, consulting bacteriologist.

MISSOURI

Asylum Superintendent Removed.--It is announced that Dr.
William F. Kuhn, superintendent of State Hospital No. 2, St.
Joseph, was summarily removed from his position by the
board of managers. July 1. and that Dr. Frederick A. Patter¬
son has been appointed acting superintendent to fill the tem¬

porary vacancy.
Personal. -Dr. Franklin H. Broyles, Bethany, has been ap¬
pointed a member of the pension board and local surgeon to
the Burlington System.-Dr. Robert E. Keaney, De Soto,
has been elected superintendent of State Hospital for the In¬
sane No. 4, Farmington, and Drs. Henry Lloyd and Frank S.
Weber, St. Louis, have been appointed assistant physicians.
-Dr. and Mrs. James E. Logan, Kansas City, sail for
Europe July 20.
Public Health Legislation Favored by Senate.—Dr. William
S Allee, Olean, chairman of the Committee on Eleemosynary
Institutions and Public Health in the State Senate, calls at-

tention to an error in the news from Missouri in the issue of
May 1. It was there stated that "House Bill 456, to eliminate
hospitals and poor houses as sources of supply for anatomic
material, thereby reducing the latter four-fifths, has passed
the senate and is now in the hands of the House Committee
on Public Health and Legislation."
Dr. Allee states that the
bill passed the House, was sent to the Senate, referred to the
committee of "which he was chairman, which reported the bill
adversely, and it. was not voted on in the Senate. A com¬
panion bill introduced in the Senate was killed by an adverse
report from the same committee.
St. Louis
Date of Next Annual Session.—The next annual session of
the American Medical Association will be held in St. Louis,
June 7 to 10. 1910.
New Medical Buildings.—The work on the new buildings for
the medical department of Washington University will begin
in a short time and the buildings will be ready for occupaney
in the fall of 1910. They will be occupied by the classes of
the first and second years.
Personal.—Dr. Cleveland H. Shutt has been reappointed as¬
sistant superintendent at the City Hospital.-Dr. Frederick.
G. A. Bardenheier has returned from Europe.--Drs. Bransford Lewis and Charles H. Hughes have gone to Europe.
NEBRASKA
State Board of Health Organized.—The new State Board of
Health organized at Lincoln. July 3, and elected the following
officers: President, Dr. Clifford P. Fall, Beatrice; vice-presi¬
dent, Dr. Herschell B. Cummins, Seward; secretary, Dr. E.
Arthur Carr, Lincoln, and treasurer, Dr. Archibald L. Muirhead. Omaha.
NEW JERSEY
Rooms Endowed at Seashore Home.—Two rooms have just
been endowed at the Children's Seashore Home, Atlantic City,
one by Robert L. Montgomery to be known as the Hope Mont¬
gomery Room, the other by Mrs. J. Campbell Harris, in mem¬
ory of her father, the late Thomas H. Powers.
State Board Election.—At the annual meeting of the State
Board of Medical Examiners, held at Ne\vark, July 6, the fol¬
lowing officers were elected: President, Dr. Charles A. Groves,
East Orange; secretary, Dr. Edmund L. B. Godfrey, Camden,
and treasurer, Dr. Armin Uebelacker, Morristown.
Day Camp for Tuberculosis to Be Opened.—Orange Camp
for tubercular patients, located near Orange Memorial Hos¬
pital, is to be opened this month. For the present two tents
will be used.
Dr. Ralph H. Hunt is to be at the head of the
medical staff and the visiting nurse for the Anti-Tuberculosis
Society of the Oranges will devote her entire time to the
camp, which will accommodate from six to eight patients.
NEW YORK
Personal.—Dr. Henry L. Eisner, Syracuse, has gone to

Europe.

Research Laboratory.—Plans have been filed for a labora¬
for private physiologic research to be erected on the roof
of the north wing of the College of Physicians and Surgeons.
There will be a dozen rooms for the various branches of re¬
search work and two rooms for operating experiments.
Summer Resorts Inspected.—Inspectors of the state depart¬
ment of health have begun their annual inspection of the
various summer resorts in the state for the purpose of gath¬
ering information relative to the sanitary condition of those
places. When insanitary conditions are reported notice is
served on the owners and necessary changes are ordered.
Tuberculosis Hospital Has Financial Troubles.—The Fiscal
Supervisor of State Charities, sent to Raybrook to investigate
the alleged shortage of accounts at the State Tuberculosis
Hospital, is said to have reported that the books show altera¬
tions aggregating $9,856. Attention was first called to laxity
of management last January and a report was sent to the
governor at that time.
More Money for Hospitals.—The will of the late Mrs. Maria
Tailer, just filed for probate, bequeaths $25,000 to the NewYork University and Bellevue Hospital College, to be used for
the dispensary, in memory of William H. Tailer. The Chil¬
dren's Aid Society and the New York Orthopedic Dispensary
and Hospital each receive $5,000. The Home for Incurables
also receives $7,500 for the endowment of a bed in perpetuity
to be known as the William Watson bed, in memory of the
father of the testatrix.
Few Children Have Sound Teeth.—The Health Department
has just completed the examination of 500 children between the
ages of fourteen and sixteen years who have received their
"mercantile papers." Of these 486 were found to have un-

tory
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sound teeth. There were 2,808 unsound teeth discovered, of
which 2.551 might, with proper treatment, be saved. Only 25
of the 500 children had ever had dental treatment. The Chil¬
dren's Aid Society has on foot a movement to establish dental
clinics in the public schools. Physical examinations of school
children were carried on by the Health Department from Sep¬
tember 1, 1908, to March 31, 1909, and during this time 386,744 children were examined. Of this number 290,167 were
found to be in need of treatment of a general character, and
206,290 had defective teeth.

New York City
Off for Europe.—Dr. and Mrs. Albert H. Ely, Dr. and Mrs.
Daniel A. Harrison, Dr. William B. Coley, Dr. and Mrs. LeGrand N. Denslow, Drs. Louis L. Seaman, Meyer L. Rhein, Ed¬
ward A. Bogue and Charles G. Kerley have sailed fçr Europe.
High Mortality from Sunstroke.—There were 32 deaths
from sunstroke during the week ended July 3, more than dur¬
ing the last week in June for any other recent year. The
death rate for the above mentioned week was 16.48 against
15.70 for the corresponding week of last .year. There was a
slight increase in the number of deaths from heart disease,

pneumonia, tuberculosis, Bright's disease, diphtheria,

•

measles

and typhoid fever.
West Side Ambulance Service.—Property at 364 and 366
West Fiftieth street has been purchased and will be remod¬
eled into a house of relief for ambulance service for the upper
West Side under control of Bellevue and the Allied Hospitals.
This step has been made possible by the appropriation of $32,300 by the Board of Estimate and Apportionment. Two auto¬
mobile ambulances, a staff of physicians, and six or eight beds
will complete the relief station.

OHIO
New Tuberculosis Hospital.—The commissioners of Warren
county have purchased the Rudy farm of 86 acres for $6,500 as
a site for a county tuberculosis hospital.
Hospital Stafi Election.—The medical and surgical staff of
St. Luke's Hospital, Cleveland, met for organization June 22,
and elected the following officers: President, Dr. Joseph F.
Hobson; vice-president, Dr. Maurice D. Stepp; secretary, Dr.
Edward S. Lauder; executive committee, Drs. Milton J. Lichty,
Samuel W. Kelley and Joseph F. Hobson, and examining com¬
mittee, Drs. Roland E. Skeel and John N. Lenker.

PENNSYLVANIA

Philadelphia
Home for Infants Donated.—Mr. and Mrs. Harry Miller have
donated a house and lot 25x140 feet to be used as an infants'
ward and nursery to the Hebrew Sheltering Home and Day
Nursery. The building is to be known as the Mrs. Harry Mil¬
ler ward.
Mortality Decrease.—The report of the Department of Pub¬
lic Health o.f the first six months of this year shows that
13,264 deaths were reported, a decrease of 677 from the cor¬
responding period of last year. The death rate for the first
six months of 1908 was 18.19 per 1,000 of population, but for
the same period of this year the death rate was 16.94 per

1,000.

Personal.—Drs. M. H. Cryer, Wendell Reber. J. H. Musser,
Edward Martin. F. H. Dercum, Theodore H. Weisenburg,
Charles P. Grayson, George C. Stout, Arthur V. Meigs, Melvin
M. Franklin and Charles F. W. Plass are among those who will
spend part of the summer in Europe.-The University of
Pennsylvania has conferred the degree of LL.D. on Dr. Charles
B. Penrose.
Hospital Secures Property.—The officials of the Children's
Hospital have secured a half a block of land with a frontage
of more than 200 feet on Bainbridge and Fitzwater streets
and nearly 350 feet on Eighteenth street. The authorities
plan to erect as soon as possible a modern steel and concrete
fireproof building, but until funds are available for this pur¬
pose the lot will be converted into a playground for the
benefit of the children in the southwestern part of the city.
Since the foundation of the Children's Hospital in 1855 the
institution has moved three times, in each instance obtaining
or

constructing

a

larger building.

WISCONSIN

George V. I. Brown, Milwaukee, has gone to
William H. Ellis has been elected health officer

Personal.—Dr.

Europe.-Dr.
of Barron.
Decision

Against Medical Board.—Raymond Puddicombe, a
"chiropractor" of Beloit, charged with practicing medicine,

surgery, and

ostéopathie manipulation,

was

acquitted by

the

27. and discharged. The action was brought by
the State Board of Medical Examiners. The case will prob¬
ably be appealed.
District Election.—At the annual meeting of the Ninth
Councilor District Medical Society, held in Stevens Point, Dr.
David T. Jones, Wausau, was elected president ; Dr. J. Willis
Rockwell, Grand Rapids, secretar}'; and Dr. Ole T. Hougen,
Grand Rapids, councilor.
Antituberculosis Association Organized.—On June 1, the
Madison Antituberculosis Association was organized to estab¬
lish a hospital or sanatorium for tuberculosis, to better hy¬
gienic conditions, to promote the recovery of tuberculosis per¬
sons, and to assist in educating the public. Dr. Charles H.
Hall was elected treasurer of the association.
State Society Elects.—At the sixty-third annual meeting of
the Wisconsin State Medical Society, held in Madison. June
29 to July 2, the following officers were elected: President,
Dr. Edward Evans, LaCrosse; vice-presidents, Drs. John S.
Walbridge, Berlin; George V. Mears, Fond du Lac. and Tru¬
man E. Loupe. Eureka; secretary, Dr. Charles S. Sheldon,
Madison (re-elected) ; treasurer, Dr. Sidney S. Hall, Ripon;
delegate to the American Medical Association, Dr. Lewis F.
Bennett, Beloit; alternate, Dr. Frank S. Wiley, Fond du Lac;
committee to name members for State Board of Health. Drs.
Warren B. Hill, Milwaukee; Thomas H. Hay, Stevens Point,
and Charles R. Bardeen. Madison; committee on tuberculosis.
Dr. Cornelius A. Harper and Mazvck P. Ravenel. Madison, and
Drs. Gilbert E. Seaman. J. M. Bethel, and Charles H. Stoddard.
Milwaukee; delegate to the Council on Medical Education of
the American Medical Association, Dr. Warren B. Hill, Mil¬
waukee, and delegate to the National Legislative Council of
the American Medical Association, Dr. Byron M. Capíes, Waukesha. By unanimous vote, the society refused to sanction
the vasectomy of confirmed criminals in the state.

jury, May

GENERAL NEWS AND COMMENT
Medical Association Committees.—President
Benito Valdez of the Philippine Medical Association has ap¬
pointed the following committees: Scientific work—Drs. Will¬
iam E. Musgrave, U. S. P. H. and M.-H. Service, Manila, and
Edwin D. Kilbourn, U. S. Army; public policy and legislation
—Drs. A. J. McLaughlin, Henry D. Kneedler, Manila, and
Fernando Calderón, Manila; publications—Drs. Philip E. Gar¬
rison, U. S. Navy, and James M. Phalen, U. S. Army; and
medical education—Drs. Paul C. Freer, Philip K. Oilman and
Manuel Guerrero.
The McCosh Memorial.—The Andrew J. McCosh, a yawl
fitted with auxiliary engines, given by Princeton men through¬
out the world as a memorial to the late Dr. Andrew J. McCosh.
New York City, as a gift to the Labrador Medical Mission, of
which Dr. Wilfred T. Grenfell is superintendent, sailed for its
new destination June 29.
Health of San Juan.—The report of the bureau of health of
San Juan, Porto Rico, for the fiscal year 1907-1908, by Dr.
Tomas Vazquez, director of health, urges strongly the creation
of the position of sanitary engineer. He calls attention to the
fact that no money has been appropriated for the work of
emergencies, such as epidemics. The sanitary condition of the
island is unsatisfactory, owing in a great measure to the
habitual indifference of authorities and individuals so far as
hygiene is concerned, this being due to ignorance, and to be
remedied only by the hygienic education of the people. The
death rate per 1.000 for the fiscal year was 22.97 as op¬
posed to 26.17 for the previous year. The mortality among
children below one year of age was 48.18 per cent., and of chil¬
dren below the age of two, 34.10 per cent. This enormous
mortality is due chiefly to artificial nursing and to the adul¬
teration of milk. Duringthe year, there were admitted to the
sanatorium of the Antituberculosis League of Porto Rico at
Seboruco, near San Juan. 68 patients, of whom 9 were dis¬
charged cured and 35 improved, and 14 died, 10 remaining in
the hospital at the close of the year.
Conference on Infant Mortality.—A conference on the pre¬
vention of infant mortality will be held in New Haven, No¬
vember 11 and 12, under the auspices of the American Acad¬
emy of Medicine. The session on medical prevention will be
presided over by Dr. J. H. Mason Knox. Jr., Baltimore, with
Dr. Richard A. Urquhart as secretary. The session on philan¬
thropic prevention will have Dr. John T. Devine, New York
City, as chairman, and Miss Lilian Brandt, secretary. Mr.
Homer Folks, secretary of the New York State Charities' Aid
Association, will be chairman and Miss Mary Vida Clark, New
York City, secretary of the session on institutional prevention,
and Prof. C. E. A. Winslow will preside over the session on
educational prevention, with Henry I. Bowditch, Boston, as

Philippine

Downloaded From: http://jama.jamanetwork.com/ by a University of California - San Diego User on 06/06/2015

secretary. The

American

Academy

of Medicine has decided

to raise a fund for the publicity and promotion of the confer¬
ence, and intends to agitate and exploit the project by both

the medical and lay press, in order that the conference may
be aided to do its work effectively, that the activities may
continue by the promotion of a national society, composed of
both professional men and laymen.

LONDON LETTER
(From Our Regular Correspondent)

London, July 3, 1909.
The Financial Prospects of Medicine
For many years the physicians of this country have had to
lament the fact that the practice of medicine is by no means
as lucrative as it used to be and that the incomes now earned
are inadequate.
Many causes—overcrowding of the profes¬
sion, improved hygienic conditions, and the springing up in
the large towns and cities of a class of cheap physicians
("dispensary doctors") who run "cash practices" at ridicu¬
lously low fees, prescribing chemists, and the competition of
the hospitals, to which there is an increasing tendency on the
part of the public to resort—have been assigned for this.
The British Medical Journal has recently published a remark¬
able investigation which for the first time gives accurate
statistics on the question of the overcrowding of the pro¬
fession. As has been reported from time to time in The Journal
the annual increase of the profession has shown in the last few
years a continuous fall. But no information was forthcoming as
to whether the proportion of physicians to the general popula¬
tion was increasing at the same time, and it was impossible
to say whether the overcrowding was on the increase. By
taking the estimated population of the country from year to
year, calculated by logarithms on the basis of the decennial
increase ascertained by the census, and by taking the number
of physicians in practice at the middle of each year as a
mean between the numbers on the Medical Directory (which
is issued at the beginning of each year) the British Medical
Journal has furnished a reliable calculation on the point. The
results are most instructive. They show that in 1881 the
population of England and Wales was 26,000,000, and the
number of physicians in practice was 15,308, a ratio of popu¬
lation to physicians of 1,700 to 1. In the following years this
ratio shows a gradual fall, reaching 1,516 in 1891 and 1,381
in 1901. Then a gradual rise commenced, the figures being in
the last seven years (1902-1908) 1,384, 1,389, 1,393, 1,393,
1,396, 1,401, 1,407. The increase in these years may be ex¬
plained by the fact that in 1890 the length of the medical
curriculum was increased from four to five years, thus be¬
coming more arduous and more expensive. But the increas¬
ing pressure of overcrowding must also be a factor. It is un¬
fortunate that the British Medical Journal did not push the
inquiry a stage farther and instead of stopping at .the number
of possible patients per medico, investigate the question of
the number of illnesses to each physician. As a whole the
profession is in much inferior financial position to what it
was twenty years ago. It has been calculated that the average
annual income of the physician does not exceed $1,000.
Health of the Navy
The health of the British navy has shown a steady im¬
provement from year to year, which is due largely to im¬
proved hygiene. Not only general sanitation, but food and
cookery have been greatly improved. In 1907, the report
for which has recently been issued, there were only 3 deaths
from heat stroke, and malaria declined 50 per cent. The trac¬
ing of Malta fever to the milk of the goat by the commission
presided over by Colonel Bruce of the Royal Army Medical
Corps has eliminated a prolific cause of illness in the Mediter¬
ranean.
Venereal diseases still take a great toll. The total
number of days' service lost from this amounted in 1907 to
329,326, and the average daily number of men rendered in¬
effective amounted to 1,000. The total death rate was lower
than it has ever been before. In 1858 the death rate from
all causes amounted to 25.8, and from disease alone to 22 per
1,000 men; in 1907 it had declined to 3.35 from all causes
and 2.26 from disease.
PARIS LETTER
(From Our Regular Correspondent)

Paris, July 1, 1909.
the Hospitals and Surgeons of the
United States
Dr. Pozzi, professor of clinical gynecology in the College of
Medicine of Paris, who recently went to America to represent
France at the centenary of ovariotomy in the United States
(The Journal, April 24, 1909, lii, 1344) has just made to the
Professor Pozzi's

Report

on

hôpitaux de Paris a report of his im¬
in visiting the hospitals of the American
cities. He says that American surgeons do not know France
well enough and that French surgeons do not know America
well enough. The former go to Germany to finish their
studies; the French do not go to America, not only because
of the long voyage, but also because of the prejudice that
American surgeons are very rash charlatans. Pozzi declares
that he has been struck by the science and skill of his trans¬
atlantic colleagues.
He regretted that all European architects, and in particular
French architects, do not go to America to study hospital con¬
struction. Among other useful hints they would be able
especially to take lessons on the art, almost unknown among
us, of methodical and permanent ventilation of the rooms,
large or small, thanks to which an equable temperature and
a very great purity of atmosphere are maintained everywhere.
After a number of other improvements that he noticed in
American hospitals, Pozzi mentioned particularly the auton¬
omy of these hospitals, which he considers their most dis¬
tinctive trait. In Paris the hospital is a mere dependency of
an immense administration, while in the United States almost
all the hospitals are private foundations, sometimes made pos¬
sible by a religious or a philanthropic association, sometimes
by private donation so that each hospital belongs to a group
of citizens who take pride in having model establishments.
There is much more interest taken in hospitals in America·
than in France. Among us the excessive administrative cen¬
tralization and the development of the powers of the paternal¬
istic state have accustomed us to hand over to the government
the care of all the public services, among which 'we include
charity. That is why donations to hospitals, so frequent in
America, are so rare in France.
Professor Pozzi is especially enthusiastic over the personnel
of the nursing staffs of the American hospitals. Neither in
Germany or in England—and still less in France—is there
anything to compare with the work done by the American
nurses and the orderlies.
This is because of the social en¬
vironment from which the nurses are recruited; while in France
the surveillante comes from the inferior classes, in the United
States the nurse is a lady. She is conscious of her value; she
is on an equality with every one, the director, the physicians,
the patients. An American nurse has a pecuniary situation
three or four times better than that of the surveillantes in our
hospitals since in Paris a surveillante en chef (head nurse)
earns only 80 francs (16 dollars) a month.
Professor Pozzi criticizes some things in the organization of
American hospitals, especially the arrangement in regard to
paying patients. He was astonished to see the largest space
in the hospitals given over to rooms for paying patients. Cer¬
tain hospitals are entirely devoted to paying patients. This
criticism seems to me unjustified; for, although this condition
is an anomaly among us, since our hospitals belong to the
public charities, it is perfectly natural in the United States,
since American hospitals are most of them of private founda¬
tion.
Professor Pozzi then discussed the question whether Ameri¬
can surgeons are on the same level with European surgeons.
I give his opinion without inquiring whether his short stay in
America entitled him to it. "The average American surgeons
are not equal to our surgeons, owing to the imperfect course
of study which the former follow, and the ease with which
they obtain diplomas, but above these there is a very respect¬
able class. At the summit of the profession are surgeons who
yield in no respect to the élite in England, Germany and
Société de l'internat des

pressions gathered

.

France."
What Pozzi criticizes especially is the fact that physicians
and surgeons are chosen by the managing boards of hospitals,
composed of excellent people, but scarcely competent to make
such selections. Social and family connections have great in¬
fluence in the choice of physicians and surgeons. Pozzi there¬
fore declares that he prefers our system of the concours in
spite of the recent criticism on it.
He then spoke of the "reprehensible audacity" and the
"charlatanism" of American surgeons, and the extravagant
articles on surgeons published by American journals. But
Pozzi appears to me to ignore the fact that this shameless
charlatanism is severely reprobated by the better part of the
medical profession of the United States, a fact which is suffi¬
ciently indicated by the systematic and vigorous campaign
that The Journal is carrying on against every class of char¬
latans. For my part, I could wish most earnestly that there
were in
France a medical journal performing the same
meritorious task as energetically.
Last, Pozzi spoke of the surgical work of the brothers Mayo.
In Pozzi's view the great surgical center is not New York,
Chicago, or Baltimore, or any other great city of this immense
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but Rochester, Minn. "I have nowhere had," said he,
"a more intense realization of American energy than in that
little peaceful town of Rochester. Rochester is indeed a sur¬
gical factory of immense output, comparable with the great
American industrial manufactories."

territory,

Election of Dr. Capitan to the Academy of Medicine
In its session of June 29, the Academy of Medicine elected
Dr. Capitan to membership to replace Dr. Blache, who died
last December. Dr. Capitan has for a long time specialized in
the study of prehistoric anthropology. He has been since
1898 professor at the School of Anthropology, where he suc¬
ceeded Dr. Gabriel de Mortilet. Last year he was given the
newly created chair for the study of American antiquities at
the College of France.
BERLIN LETTER
(From Our Regular Correspondent)
Berlin, June 26, 1909.
Personals
At the end of this semester Professor Schmidt-Rimpler, the
well-known director of the eye clinic at Halle, will resign his

giene during delivery. It is recognized that lack of care of
the. pregnant woman leads to imperfect development of the
child; such children often weigh a pound (500 gms.) less
than normal. About 10,000 women in Germany die annually
in childbed; 50,000 suffer from puerpesdl fever and are thereby
prevented from suckling their children. Sixty thousand in¬
fants are in this way deprived of their natural nourishment
by injury at birth. For this reason the extension of institu¬

tional care to all who need it should be demanded. The indi¬
cations for receiving these persons into institutions are both
social and medical. Among the first is to be reckoned illegit¬
imacy as well as the delivery of all mothers who have at their
disposal only one room. In a medical way the admission is
indicated not only for cases which require operative treatment,
but because the timely reception will often avoid the necessity
of operation. From this point of view the institutions would
need to provide for about 210,000 births, i. e., the number of
institutions at present available for this purpose would need
to be multiplied fivefold. The lying-in hospital has also the
greatest significance for the infants. About 1.4 per cent, of
infants die from infection of the umbilicus; while in all of
Giessen 3.4 per cent, of infants died from this infection, the
mortality in the Giessen maternity was only half as great.
Professor v. Franqué demands that the unmarried mother shall
remain in the lying-in home three months, for a three months'
nursing is requisite, if the mortality of infants is to be re¬
duced. In Germany there are only ten institutions which
keep the mothers long enough before and after delivery. In
the third report the importance of suckling for diminishing
the mortality of infants was again thoroughly discussed. The
introduction of nursing premiums and the insurance of moth¬
erhood were recommended. I have repeatedly referred tf
these matters.
VIENNA LETTER

position. His successor is Prof. E. v. Hippel of Heidelberg.
A department of animal chemistry has been lately estab¬
lished in the physiologic institute of the agricultural college
of this city, whose director is the noted physiologist, Pro¬
fessor Zuntz. Professor Neuberg, hitherto assistant of Pro¬
fessor Salkowski in the chemical department of our pathologic
institute, has assumed the direction of the new department.
Dr. Langerhans died a few days ago in Berlin at the age
of 89. The deceased was a friend of Virchow and was closely
associated with him in political and municipal activity. He
was for many years a member of the Reichstag and of the
Prussian house of delegates (Abgeordnetenhaus). In 1848
in connection with many noted men, especially Carl Schurz,
(From Our Regular Correspondent)
who later reached so high a position among you, he took part
Vienna, June 26, 1909.
in the struggle for liberty. Langerhans was also from 1893
Increase in Consumption of Meat
to 1907 the president of the Berlin city council. He was the
In Vienna the general consumption of meat is steadily in¬
successor of Dr. Stryck, who was also a physician.
His serv¬
ices to this city were recognized by the granting of the free¬ creasing, although last year fruit and vegetables were to be
dom of the city, an honor which few men besides him have had nearly for the asking. According to the statistical report
of the market supervision board, the average yearly consump¬
reached (Bismarck, Robert Koch, etc.).
tion of meat was in 1908 76.4 kilos (170 pounds) per head; in
A New Municipal Hospital
1905 it was 74.6 kilos (166 pounds) ; in 1900 it was 72 kilos
At Buch, a manorial estate belonging to the city, situated
(160 pounds) ; and in 1895 it was only 70 kilos (156 pounds).
in a suburb of Berlin, a hospital for old people was opened The chief kind of meat used was pork and beef. The increase
a few weeks ago.
Already on the estate are a large insane of meat consumption is due to two factors : increase of
asylum of about 2,000 beds and a home for pulmonary inval¬ national wealth and increase of the working part of the popu¬
ids. The new hospital has about 1,500 beds. The cost of lation. No definite influence of the increased meat consump¬
building was about $1,560,000 (6,500,000 marks). There are tion on health could be ascertained unless the fall in mor¬
in the city of Berlin altogether 2,286 beds for invalids which tality be ascribed to it.
cost annually $271,680 (1,132,000 marks). The insane asylum
Passing of the Phosphorus Bill
at Buch (the third in the city) is to have a second addition
of a ward for 75 patients. According to the plans the cost
The phosphorus bill prohibiting the use of the poisonous
will be about $2,300 (9,400 marks) per head. The great kind of phosphorus in the manufacture of matches (noticed
expense is occasioned chiefly by the large air space of 1,600 in The Journal, April 24, 1909, Hi, 1345) has been passed
cubic feet (50 cbm.) for each patient.
and will soon become law in Austria. In 1911 the same law
will be valid for both parts of Austria-Hungary. The passing
First German Congress for the Care of Infants
of the bill is due mainly to the incessant work of medical men.
The first German congress for the care of infants convened The
only drawback of the bill is the fact that a certain
in Dresden in the middle of June. Three subjects were taken
period, estimated at two years, will be permitted to the
The
status
of
for
reduction
in¬
of
1.
measures
up:
present
factories to adapt their manufacturing process to the new re¬
fantile mortality and promotion of infantile hygiene (Säugquirements.
on
A
institutes
and
2.
homes
lingsfürsorpe).
maternity
report
for puerpeiœ and infants, as a means of reducing infantile The Boycotting of Medical Appointments by Medical Organiza¬
tions
mortality. 3. Report on the measures for encouragement of
lactation. On the first subject I have frequently written so
The increasing influence of medical organizations in this
that I may omit it. In the second report the first speaker, country has been attested recently by municipal decisions
Privy Counselor Dietrich of the ministry of education which have tried to annul the resolution of the Reichsverband
(Kultusministerium), emphasized the necessity of greater pro¬ der Oesterreichischen Aerzteorganisationen (Union of Austrian
tection to pregnant and lying-in women. Most of the lying- Medical Organizations) on the ground that by boycotting a
in hospitals discharge the mother and child frequently only medical appointment the union exceeded its rights. The union
six days after delivery and in consequence invalidism of the then explained its attitude in a memorandum addressed to the
mother as well as the death of the child is often occasioned. local authorities, and to the ministry of justice and stated the
It is therefore necessary to increase the number of homes for conditions under which it would declare a boycott. A boycott
lying-in women and infant asylums. The mother and child is merely an appeal to all medical men to abstain from accept¬
should remain in the asylum at least four weeks after deliv¬ ing a certain post; it is an appeal from colleagues to col¬
ery. The second speaker Professor Salge of Göttingen advocated leagues, and ivould be issued only under three conditions : ( 1 )
among other things a nurses' protective law. A mother should when a practitioner had been dismissed from his appointment
not be allowed to undertake service as a wet nurse before the without sufficient reason; (2) when practitioners have been
expiration of three months after delivery. The third speaker, dismissed or have given up an appointment on account of a
Prof. v. Franqué of Giessen, reported that 63,000 children in dispute as regards rate of payment; (3) when there were
Germany die before birth and 80,000 die in the first fifteen differences of opinion between doctors and corporations on the
days of life. The large number of still births which is greater ground of ethics and principles. In several instances the union
in Germany than in many other countries is attributable has declared boycotts and in two instances the boycotted cor¬
mainly to lack of care during pregnancy and imperfect hy- porations have gone to law against the union. The superior
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court finally declared that a boycott could not be declared, as
the union had no power to bind any one of its members or
any practitioner at all. But a request could not be stopped,
and thus in future the boycott might be disguised under the
shape of an urgent request. The union has accepted the hint and
the Aerztekammern (Medical Councils) have unanimously de¬
clared their approval of the attitude of the union, and have re¬
solved to become members of the union corporatively. Thus
the attack on medical concord has ended with a signal victory
by the practitioners against official narrow-mindedness. The
union now comprises about 80 per cent, of all practitioners of
Austria, and as agitation is very vigorous we may soon have
all national and racial differences covered, in this body at
least, by a common interest.

Pharmacology
Fluoroform
To the Editor:—Please give the following information re¬
garding fluoroform: 1, The chemical composition; 2, strength
of the solution and dosage used in the treatment of whooping
cough; 3, results as compared with bromoform; 4, name of
the manufacturer; 5, references to any recent literature in
W. E. H.
regard to its use in a large number of cases.
Answer.—1. Fluoroform is a substance analogous to chloro¬
form in which three atoms of fluorin have replaced the three
atoms of chlorin; formula CHF3.
2. It is on the market in the form of an aqueous solution of
the gas purporting to contain 2.8 per cent, by volume, which
amounts to 0.00715 per cent, by weight. The dosage of this
solution is said to be from 5 to 10 gm. and with adults as
high as 30 gm. per diem given in teaspoonful doses.
3. It is claimed by some to give better results than bromo¬

form.
4. German patents for the preparation are held by Valen¬
tiner & Schwarz, and the solution is marketed in this country
under the name of fluoroformol, under the agency of C.
Bischoff & Co., New York.
5. The treatment of pertussis by fluoroform is described by
Paul T. Tissier (International Clinics, Vol. Ill, Eighteenth
Series, 1908). At the meeting of the chemical society of
France, May 27, 1908, V. Auger (Bull, de la Soc. chim. de
France, 5, 7 to 11) claimed that the fluoroform water manu¬
factured by Valentiner & Schwarz, as found in the market,
contained no fluoroform, but that the gas, approximately
2.24 per cent, by volume, consisted essentially of air. He
states that of the two patents, which the manufacturers hold,
the first (which has expired) will produce fluoroform if the
materials are absolutely dry. These materials are silver
fluorid, iodoform and sand. There are, however, considerable
difficulties in managing the reaction if large quantities of the
substance are to be prepared. On the other hand, the second
method which employs a watery solution of silver fluorid
acting on iodoform in a specially constructed apparatus, ac¬
cording to Meslan's experiments, produces no fluoroform, but
gives off a mixture of 95 per cent, carbon monoxid (CO) and
5 per cent, of carbon dioxid (C02). This patent is still in
force. It would appear from these experiments that the
manufacturers have given up the first—and efficient—procesa,
and resorted to the second, which supplies to the patient a
harmless liquid consisting of aerated water. Valentiner &
Schwarz contend that the existence of carbon monoxid and car¬
bon dioxid in their fluoroform water is impossible because the
gas given off is washed in soda lye, baryta water and solu¬
tion of cuprous chlorid before dissolving it in water. They say
that the construction of their apparatus excludes the presence
of air. They admit that in partially filled bottles traces of
carbonic acid might form in the course of time.
In consideration of the uncertainty as to the method and
results of manufacture of this remedy, it is evident that no
certain conclusions can be drawn from clinical use at the pres¬
ent time. Tissier especially emphasizes the non-toxic and
palatable character of the preparation which he used, which
he might well do, if, as appears from analysis of the product
on the market, he was giving practically nothing but water.

Queries and Minor

Notes

Anonymous Communications will not be noticed. Queries for
this column must be accompanied by the writer's name and ad¬
dress, but the request of the writer not to publish name or address
will be faithfully observed.

PIN-WORMS (OXYURIS VERMICULARIS) IN TUB APPENDIX
To the Editor:—I wish to place on record the finding of pinworms (Oxyuris vermieularis) in the appendix of a female child,
aged 11 years. The patient had some pain, tenderness, rigidity of
rectus, temperature of 103° and pulse 120. Operation was done
in twenty-four hours from onset and the appendix removed. There
were no gross changes beyond marked congestion of distal end.
When the appendix was opened, a ball of twelve pin-worms was
found with fecal matter. Recovery was perfect ; usual treatment
for pin-worms failed to reveal any more during her ten days' stay
in hospital.
M. Allen, M.D., St. Johnsbury, Vt.
Comment :—Other similar cases recently reported are :
Hall, E. A. ; Oxyuris vermieularis in the Appendix, Dominion Med.
Month., May, 1903.
Wagener, O. : Oxyuris vermieularis in the Intestinal Wall,
Deutsch. Arch. f. ¡clin. Med.. lxxxi, Nos. 3-4, 1904. Id. Yirchow's Arch., elxxxii, No. 1, 190S.
Hippius. A. and Lewinson, J. : Oxyuris and Appendix, Deutsch.
med. Wchnschr., Oct. 24, 1907.
Wakefield, R. W. ; Oxyuris vermieularis Found in the Vermiform
Appendix, The Journal . . ., June 6, 1908, p. 1904.
Thrush, M. C. : Appendicitis Due to Presence of Oxyuris vermi¬
eularis, Med. Ree., New York, Dec. 28, 1908.

OPERATIONS ON THE AGED—DATA REQUESTED
To the Editor:—Having lately operated on a patient eighty years
old for an ovarian cyst holding about three gallons of fluid I am
anxious to know if any patient older than this one has been success¬
fully operated on. I should be glad to have reports from any who
have operated on a patient 70 years of age and over. Report age
of patient, married or single, number of children, age of youngest,
age at menopause, and results of operation.
R. R. Kime, M.D.,
714 English-American Bldg., Atlanta, Ga.

The Public Service
Navy Changes
Changes for the week ended July 10, 1909 :
Gatewood, J. D., medical inspector, detached from the Naval
Medical School, Washington, D. C, July 15, and ordered to duty on
board the Tennessee as fleet surgeon of the Pacific Fleet.
Byrnes, J. C, medical inspector, detached from duty on board

the Tennessee as fleet surgeon of the Pacific Fleet and ordered home
to await orders.
Law, H. L., surgeon, retired, detached from the Naval Recruiting
Station, Boston, Mass., and ordered home.
Payne, J. H., Jr., p. A. surgeon, ordered to the Naval Recruiting
Station, Boston, Mass.
Rogan, F. M., surgeon, commissioned surgeon from Sept. 2, 1908.
Butler, C. St. J., surgeon, commissioned surgeon from Sept. 19,1908.
Grayson, C. T., P. A. surgeon, detached from the Naval Medical
School, Washington, D. C, and ordered to duty at the Naval Medi¬
cal School Hospital, Washington, D. C.
Bass, ,1. ., acting asst.-surgeon, detached from duty at the
Naval Hospital, Philadelphia, Pa., and ordered to duty at the
Naval Medical School Hospital, Washington, D. C.
Bûcher, W. H., surgeon, transferred to the retired list from
June 11, 1909, in conformity with the provisions of Section 1453,
Revised Statutes.
French, G. R. W., acting asst.-surgeon, ordered to the Naval
Hospital, Narragansett Bay, R. I.
Heneberger, L. G., medical director, detached from command of
the Naval Hospital, Newport, R. I., July 15, ordered home and
granted sick leave for two months.
Leach, P., medical inspector, detached from the Marine Recruit¬
ing Station, New York, . Y., and ordered to command the
Naval Hospital, Newport, R. I.
Bûcher, W. H., surgeon, retired, ordered home when discharged
from treatment at the Naval Hospital. Mare Island, Cal.
Peck, A. E., P. A. surgeon, unexpired portion of leave revoked,
ordered to the Marine Recruiting Station, New York, . Y.
Garrison, P. E., asst.-surgeon, detached from duty as medical
zoologist for the Bureau of Science, Philippine Islands, and ordered
to Washington, via the Buffalo, for examination for promotion.
Curl, H. C, surgeon, detached from the Buffalo and ordered to
the Xaval Hospital, Canacao, P. I.
Hoyt, R. E., P. A. surgeon, detached from the Chattanooga and
ordered to the Naval Hospital, Mare Island, Cal., for treatment.
Downey, J. O., asst.-surgeon, detached from the Naval Hospital,
Canacao, P. I., and ordered to the Chattanooga.
Allen, D. G., asst.-surgeon, detached from the Buffalo and ordered
to the Chattanooga, temporarily.

Public Health and

Marine-Hospital Service

List of changes for the week ended July 7 :
Kerr, J. W., asst. surgeon-general, granted 21 days' leave of
absence from July 12, 1909.
Mclntosh, W. P., surgeon, granted 2 days' leave of absence from
July 5, 1909. Paragraph 189, Service Regulations.
Clark, T., P. A. surgeon, granted 7 days' leave of absence from
June 11, 1909. Paragraph 191, Service Regulations.
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