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NOTE

ON GREEK

INSCRIPTION.

MEIRON.-:-80 much could not be said against a conjecture that should
place the site of the battle near Meiron, about three miles south of EI
Jish (Gischala), with its wady running from west to east t~ll it joins the
larger Wadyet Ta.wahin near the western foot of the hill on which Safed
stands. Ye't even so, if this were the site the we~tern line of flight would
surely be the shorter route south (not north) of the Ladder of Tyre and
the Ras el Nakftrah, to the friendly cities of Acclto, Achsaph, and .Achzib,
while the eastward would seek the fords of the Jordan below Lake Hftleh.
The examination, therefore, of both these a.lternatives tends to confirnl
the correctness of the supposition which places the site ~f the battle near
Maroon and Kefr Birim.

.APPENDIX

B.

Eusebius' Onomasticon ; Jerome's Libel' de situ, &c., Joshua~
Eusebii Hieronymi Opera, Tom. III, p. 243. Editio Vallarsii, Veronre
MDCCXXXV.

MEppU.V,

€7TLTO {)lJrop €vBa Trap€(3a'Aov ELS 'lrOAEP.OV.

"EuTl

VVV IC~P.TJ!;P.€pOS

~E{3auTTJsd:rrixoVCTa CTTJJL€LOL!;
L(3', '1TATJulov AroBa€Lp..

Merrom.-.Aqure ad quas exercitu prrepal'ato castra sunt, posita. Est
autem nunc vic-q,sMel'rus nomine in duodecimo milliario urbis Sebastre
juxta Dothaim.'
Map 6J B, Kal TavTov El'AEV l'TJuovs, TOV (3auLA€a aVTijs aVEA6>v.
Marom~-Et,hanc cepit Jesus, rege illius interfecto. (Posita est et supra
Marrus.)
MauTpaLep6JB

p.a{p..

A. p.auTpaLep~B

i)~aTos,

~vp.p.axos

MaUTpaL¢~B

BaAuuCTTJ!;·

Massephoth maim: pro quo Aquila lVlassephoth aquCB; Syrnmachus,
Massephoth mar~s, interpretati sunt.
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.Allow me to suggest that the inscription No. 4: on Plate at p. 183 of
the last (October) Quarterly Statement should be read as "the Memorial

(THC DOU"HC, COUZ,ANNAC) of the servant [minister]
Susanna, not Anna, as rendered in the note, p. 179.
In Luke viii, 3, Susanna (~ovCTavva) was. ()n~ of the women who
"ministered" (aLr]lCav01JV) unto, the-Lord" of their substance."
Have we here a Hebrew (Christian) memorial of mosaic, wrought in
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memory of one belonging to a wealthy family 1 It is to be remembered
that the names of Martha, Eleazar (Lazarus), and Simeon were found by
M. Clermont-Ganneau on the other side of Olivet, "close to the Bethany
road ani very near the site of Bethany" (Quarterly Statement, J alluary,
1874, pp. 7-P), in Hebrew inscriptions on)mall sarcophagi. In the Greek
inscriptions which he found at the same place 1: is represented by C.
This is also the case on the J udeo-Greek inscription found by· M. Clermont-Ganneau at Jaffa (Quarter~1.JStatement, April, 1887, p. 106), and in
the inscription found by my husband, Mr. Finn, near Aceldama.

E. A. F.

IRRIGATION

.AND· W.A.TER-SUPPLY

IN

PALESTINE

.

.MR. HARPER,in his capital book, "The Bible and Modern Discoverip.s,"
touches on a matter which may perhaps throw some light on the watersupply and irrigation in Palestine. I do not feel quite sure of the conclusion to be drawn from the descriptions given, but I judge as well as I
am able in this, and leave the subject till further information turns up.
At pp. 11-12 Mr. Harper quotes first from Dr. l\Ierrill, of the American
Survey, who reports having seen rows of pits, in the Vale of Siddim,
and" counted in one place a row of 31, and in another row, 20; they are
from 3 to 6 feet deep, and he says more can be traced." Mr. Harper also
received an account of these pits from the Rev: J. Neil, who visited them
before Dr. Merrill. According to him the pits are about 6 feet deep;
then there is a deep shaft or well ; "this well is connected with the next
pit by a tunnel, so that when that well is full it overflows into the other
pit, and so on through the whole series, every pit having a well. The
first pit being on higher ground would catch the rain-water from the
hills, and when the well was full the water would pass into the next by
the tunnel, and so the whole row" ould be filled, and a good store of
water secured." It is also stated that similar pits exist near Kurn
Slirtubeh, and that "near Damascus the same arrangement for storing
water may be seen in working order.:'
From these descriptions I would say that this is the same systenl of
water supply that exists at the present day in Persia and Afghanistan,
and is still in" working order" about Damascus. The pits with, the
tunnel connecting them form what in Persia and Afghanistan would be
called a Karaize, but either the g~ntlemen who have described the pits in
Palestine have not understood them, or they may be partly destroyed,
and owing to this the accounts do· not make them quite agree with the
Karaize.
Hence there is some uncertainty as to identity.
Still, the
leading points are so similar that I have little duubt but they are the
same. I shall here give an idea of· the Ilaraize, so that it may be com-

