given, and the patient was put upon a
short time his health was improved, the
discharge diminished, and the edges of the wound were considerably united, so that in nine weeks from the operation, the
stump was healed, excepting in three places, about the size of
a small pea, from which there was a pretty copious discharge,
for two months longer, of pus and serum. This however abated,
and in a short time yielded so far to friction, compresses and
the application of cold water, that at the expiration of fnc
months, there was only a small opening, from which a few drops
of scrum were discharged every day. About, this time the patient began to bear more weight on that leg, and by the assistance of a half boot which supported his ankle, he was soon
enabled to stand and walk with firmness, ease and security.
At first he was compelled to use a crutch, and her now makes
use of a cane, though he can walk tolerably well without one.
The last opening closed a few weeks after he began to walk,
so that the cicatrix is now firm in every part.
His health is
much better than it has been for five years.
Though the hones proved upon examination, after the Operation* to be very much diseased, there was no exfoliation. It is
probable, that if amputation had been performed some years
before, the stump might have been healed in a few weeks; but
as the secretion of pus had continued so long, it was difficult to
overcome the morbid action of the vessels.
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rbsea, having had from four fo six or eight dejections daily.
without an intermission; for twenty-four hours. The discharges

had at some times been attended with pain, but this had never
been severe. Her appetite had been grçat during flic whole
period, and within a few months past il had been voracious, so
that she had consumed as much food as would have served two
or three healthy inen.
She had, notwithstanding, a faintness at
the stomach, which was relieved only for a short time after
citing. It appeared from her evacuations that lier food was not
well digested. During her sickness she had been very gradually losing flesh ; and as far as could be. judged from her clothes,
she had not increased in height. Her strength liad not been so
much impaired as might have been expected ; she had not
been confined, and had even attended school most of the finie
until within a few weeks. She had taken many simple medicines, but without benefit. She had within a week taken a
powerful cathartic, which seemed to have been useful.
Such was the account which I received from her mother at
my first visit. Her countenance was now pair and sickly.
pulses rather feeble, and as 1 judged about ninety in a minute.
Her longue ivas slightly coated. Her abdomen was enlarged.
J 1er appetite liad been somewhat diminished, and the dianhtea
checked since the use of the cathartic, influenced partly by
the c.fli-ctof that remedy, [.directed a do.se of jalap.with submuriate of quicksilver, and requested the mother to, examine the

discharges carefully.
On May 8th I was informed that the medicine had Operated
powerfully, and that it had brought off a number of white substances with much dark gelatinous matter. The white sub

said to he about I wo thirds of an inch in length, and
was led to believe that they were portions of a trenia. Afterwards when 1 had an opportunity of
examining these substances, I found them to differ altogether
from the joints of flic tape-worm. They were of various forms
and si/.es, some not larger than a pea, others as large as a filbert. Some of them were nearly spherical, but they were
mostly in a form nearly resembling a bean. Their composition
was
homogeneous, and it was evident that they were not organized bodies. They were firm substances, and when cut they
appeared to resemble tough new cheese more nearly than any
stances were

from the description, I
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thing else. I was induced to think however that they consisted
of coagulable lymph rolled up, although they were more dense

than this substance commonly is. On one of them was perceived a slight red speck. Examining this with a magnifying
glass, it was found to arise from a little dot of blood, and this
extended into the substance for a little distance, as if a small
vessel had penetrated it and had been broken off*.
At first the disease was treated as a case of trenia. Hallan
ounce of oil of
turpentine was given, and this was followed by a
cathartic. Hundreds of the white substances were thus brought
off. As the patient's strength was very little reduced by these
remedies, and her symptoms rather mended, the cathartic was
repeated two or three times during May and June. Under the
operation of (hose medicines, many more of these substances
were discharged, and indeed llu-y
appeared in the stools also
at other times.

In consultation with Dr. Jackson of Boston, it was agreed
that these peculiar substances must probably be formed in the
intestines, in consequence of a morbid state of some part of the
mucous membrane,
linder this belief it was agreed to administer small doses of suhmuriate of quicksilver and larlrije of antimony with opium at night, for a short period, and (hen to try
the phosphate of iron; at the same time to allow a nutritious
diet, and to enjoin daily exercise. Although my patienta
strength was now reduced, she bore riding very well, and derived great pleasure from it. It was agreed that if she continued
to lose strength under the course, prescribed, without decided
relief as to her principal complaints, the medicines should be
omitted. She did lose strength under this course, her appetite
diminished, and her diarrhrea increased, so that after a few days
the medicines were omitted. There was also some change in
lier symptoms which influenced this decision ; for on the 5th
July there supervened a violent spasmodic cough, which lasted
an hour and a half, and was at lost arrested
by an anodyne.
On the following night she liad an ague-fit. The discharges on
the 6th were frequent, and of a cream colour. She then took
tincture of kino with tincture of opium. On the Ttli she had a
soreness or pressure in the epigastric and right hypochondriac
regions, for which the part was vesicated. On (he 8th she had
violent teoesmug, which was relieved by ait encina of starch
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with tincture of opium. From this time she failed rapidly, her
diarrhoea continuing, until the 15th, when she
On the morning after death I examined the cavities of the
thorax and abdomen. The lungs were healthy in their appearance, but the left lobe adhered extensively to the pleura costalis. The heart was rather small, but healthy ; the pericardium
contained a. little more fluid than usual.
On viewing the viscera of the abdomen in situ naturali the
following circumstances were noticed. The omentum was
small, and destitute of fat. The small intestines were of their
natural colour and had their usual polish. The large intestines
appeared more dark-coloured than usual, particularly certain
parts. These were the cœcum, the first portion of the colon,
in extent about five or six inches, and its latter portion, in extent
about three or four inches. In these parts the vessels seemed
filled, as if by injection ; but the peritoneal coat had its usual
polish. The liver was larger than natural and extended quite
into the left hypocondrium. Its right lobe was thickened, and
was both more hard and more dark-coloured than the left lobe.
The gall-bladder was full and of its natural form ; its duct and
those connected with it were pervious. The spleen and pancreas appeared in all respects sound.
The alimentary canal was laid open through its whole extent,
except the gullet. The stomach contained air with a dorkcoloured fluid, not offensive in smell and in quantity about
half, a pint. The small intestines contained a fluid not very
dissimilar to that in the stomach, except that in the lower part
of the ileum it liad more consistence, and resembled dark, moist
clay. Through the small intestines there was not any vestige
of disease, except that the valvulie conniventes were pretcrnaturally pale and destitute of mucus. On laying open the
large intestines there were evident marks of disease. These,
were seen in the cœcum and in the first and last portions of
the colon. In these parts the mucous .membrane was
very red
and much swollen, the surface was rough, but did not exhibit
any appearance of ulcération. The diseased portions of the
intestines felt nearly as thick again as the healthy portions.
The inflammation extended all around the bowel and terminated
abruptly. The large intestines contained a dark coloured matter, similar to that which the patient liad voided for some days

expired.

The New England Journal of Medicine, Surgery and Collateral Branches of Science as published by
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at WEILL CORNELL MEDICAL COLLEGE LIBRARY on August 25, 2016.
For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.

previous to her death.

One of the mesenteric glands was enand
indurated.
larged
It is worthy remark that there was not found, in any part of
the alimentary canal, any thing resembling in the smallest
degree the peculiar substances, which the patient had discharged so abundantly during life.

SOME ACCOUNT OF IODINE.
BY

1

J. FREEMAN

DANA,

A. M.

account of Iodine is collected from various
which
have
notices,
appeared in different foreign journals, and
from experiments which I have had an opportunity to make on
this curious substance. Many of the experiments which have
been made by the European chemists, have been repeated with
great interest. For a full history of iodine, I refer the reader
to that able memoir of Gay Lussac, in the Annales de Chimie,
for July, 1814, a translation of which may be found in Thompson's Annals of Philosophy, vols. 5 and G, and to the papers of
Sir II. Davy, in the Philosophical Transactions for 1814. As soon
as the account of the discovery of this substance reached Boston,
I endeavoured to procure materials for preparing it, and fortunately found some barilla at the glass-house,with enough of which,
1 was politely supplied by Mr. Thomas Chase, then clerk to
that manufactory. From this some iodine was prepared, and
was exhibited by Professor Gorhain, to a society of philosophical gentlemen in Boston, and was probably the first c\cv pre
pared in the United States. Since June, 1814,1 have employed
every opportunity in some experiments on this body.
Iodine was discovered accidentally by M. Courtois, in 1811 ;
this gentleman has an extensive manufactory of salt-pctre in
Paris, and found, in his process for procuring soda from the
ashes of sea-weeds, that his metallic vessels were much corroded, and searching for the cause, made the discovery ; he
observed several of its properties, especially that of forming a
fulminating compound when treated with ammonia; but from
the attention required by his manufactory, he was unable to pro
he

following

'
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