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JOURNAL
OF THE

ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY.
ART. IX.—Historical Sketch of the Kingdom of P&ndya, Southern
Peninsula of India, by HORACE HAYMAN WILSON, Esq. Boden
Professor of Sanskrit, Oxford.
THE following sketch of the history of the principality of Pandya, one
of the earliest political divisions of southern India, was compiled
several years ago, from documents contained in the manuscript collections of the late Colonel MACKENZIE. It was prepared before the
completion and publication of my catalogue of those collections, and
it was my intention to have revised it at some future period, with the
assistance of such further materials as a more thorough examination,
of its authorities might have supplied. At the same time, I commenced similar epitomes of the history of the other chief states of the
Peninsula, purposing in like manner to give them the benefit of future
revision and comparison with additional sources of information.
Time, however, passes away, and I have not had any opportunity of
carrying my intentions into execution. When such an occasion may
offer is still uncertain, and I have thought, therefore, that it may not
be unacceptable to the ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY to be put at once in
possession of what I have effected, at least as far as relates to the
kindom of Pandya. From my subsequent investigation of the MACKENZIE Collection, I do not expect that any material accession to
our knowledge of the remote condition of the Pandya kingdom will
be derived from it; but, at any rate, so much as is here supplied will,
in the mean time, contribute to throw some light upon a dark period
of Pandya history, and may pave the way for its more complete and
more successful elucidation.1
The historical traditions of the south of India divide the extreme
southern portion of the east part of the peninsula, which is termed
Dravira Desa, into three principalities, or those of Pfindya, Chola,
1

A list of the authorities will befoundat the end of this paper.
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and Chera. The first of these is the subject of the present inquiry.
The early existence of the Pandya kingdom we learn from classical
authorities.1 At the beginning of the Christian era, the Regio Pandionis, of which Madura was then and ever afterwards the capital,
appears to have comprehended the greater part of the southern portion of the Coromandel coast, and to have extended across the peninsula to Canara and Malabar, and southward to the sea. It was
subsequently confined to narrower limits by the independence of
Malabar and the rise of the state of Chera to the west, by the growth
of the principality of Ramnad to the south, and the aggrandisement
of the Chola sovereignty to the east, till it sank, in modern times,
into the petty government of the Nayaks of Madura. At various
periods of its history it may be presumed, the following definitions of
its limits have been laid down by native authorities. One account
places Rameswara on the east, Kanya Kumari on the south, Satyamangalam on the west, and the river Palar on the north. Another,
which seems the more accurate, makes the Valar river the northern
boundary, and Paruvali the western; but agrees with the preceding
in carrying the Pandya territory to the sea, both to the south and
east, including, consequently, the present Ramnad, and part of
Tinivelly.
The Coromandel provinces on the eastern peninsula, from the
Godaveri to Cape Comorin, are described in all the traditionary
accounts of this part of India, as one vast tract of forest to which
1

The author of the Periplus of the Erylhrean Sea, particularises Nelcynda, or
Neliceram ; Paralia, Malabar, or Travancore ; and Comari, Cape Comorin ; as &*l
nt iatriXia UxvSinx, under king Pandion. Dr. V I N C E N T conjectures, that the king
of Madura had extended his power from the eastern to the western side of the
peninsula, and was master of Malabar when the fleets from India first visited the
coast (vol. ii. 401). He also thinks it likely that the power of Pandion had been
superseded in Malabar between the age of the Periplus and Ptolemy ; for Ptolemy
reckons Aii next to Limurike on the south, and takes no notice of Pandion till
he is past Cape Comorin (ibid). The conjecture derives very strong support from
the traditions of these countries. It may be supposed that the embassies sent
by Pandion to Augustus, as noticed by classical authorities, and which there is
no reason to call in question, arose out of the ambitious extension of the territories of the Pandya prince: two occurrences of this nature are noticed, one
the 18th year after the death of Julius Caesar, which reached Augustus at Tarracona; the other six years afterwards, when that prince was at Samos. Et
quidem duplex erat ilia ad Augustum legatio, cujus utriusque tempus habemus
exploratum ; prior bello Cantabrico quam Tarracone Augustus accepit, teste Orosio
(vi. 21). Secundam deinde legationem anno Varr. 734, assignat Dio (1. liv.), quo
tempore Sami hyemavit Augustus. Hos vidit, ni fallor, legatos, Nicolaus Damascenus, Antiochiie Samum, nt videtur, petentes, teste Strabone (1. xv. p. 719).
de jEtate et Auctore Peripli Maris Erythrei, 105.
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the name Dandaka, or Dandakaranya was applied. It was in these
thickets that Rama and Sita resided during their exile, that he
commenced his warfare against the Rakshasas, or savages and fiends,
who divided with hermits and sages the possession of the wilderness,
and that Sita was carried off in resentment of Rama's successful
attacks upon the wild tenants of these shades. After the subjugation
of the savage inhabitants of Dandakaranya and the conquest of
Lanka, various individuals from the north, it is said, attracted southwards by the performance of pilgrimage to the scenes of Rama's
triumphs, were tempted, by the unoccupied state of the country, to
settle themselves and their families upon the undisputed territory.
They accordingly cleared and cultivated different tracts, and thus
laid the foundation of future principalities. To such circumstances
the Pandya kingdom owed its rise. An adventurer, named Pandya, of the Velalar, or agricultural tribe, first established himself in
that portion of the south to which his>name was afterwards assigned.1
This happened, according to the authority followed, in the last yuga,
or age, in which seventy-two princes are enumerated as ruling over the
kingdom. Other accounts, however, do not name the founder of
the monarchy, but pass over some indefinite interval to the reign of
Sampanna Pandya, whose son, Kula Sek'hara is, in all the lists,
specified as the first king of Madura, from his being regarded
traditionally as the founder of that city. It is from this prince that
seventy-two kings are enumerated in the list above referred to. 2
Another list,3 said to be taken from the Madura Pur&na, but, if so,
not very accurately compiled, reckons seventy-five princes from
Soma Sundara, the third of the preceding list, to Kuna Pandya, who
appears to be its seventy-third. Another list limits the number of
kings from Kula Sek'hara to Kuna Pandya to thirty,4 whilst it is
stated generally, in a different authority, that the whole number of
Pandya kings who preceded Kuna Pandya, amounted to three hundred and fifty-seven:5 it is evident, therefore, that beyond mere
1
No notice of any of the kingdoms of the south could consistently occur in the
Ramayana. MANU speaks of the Draviras as degraded Kshetriyas, but makes no
mention of Cholas or Piindyas. Both Chola and Pandya are respectively mentioned in
the Mahabharata, but their origin is not there described. The Harivansa and Ag'ni
Purana, make Pandya, Chola, Kerala, and Kola, great-grandsons of Dushyanta, of the
line of Puru, and founders of the regal dynasties named after them. The descend,
ants of Dushyanta, however, as specified in the Vishnu Purana, do not include these
personages, and their insertion seems to have been the work of the more recent
authorities. The Harivansa, with no little inconsistency, places the Pandyas and
Cholas amongst the Kshetriya tribes degraded by Sagara. The Padma Purana has
a similar addition to the list of those tribes in the Ramayana.
2
3
4
List of authorities, No. 1.
List, No. 3.
List, No. 2.
5
Raja Cheriti. List, No. 5.
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names, and those, perhaps, more fanciful than historical, we are not
likely to derive much satisfactory information from these conflicting
statements. It may, indeed, be observed of such lists,1 and they are
numerous, that they bear their own refutation when they assert very
high antiquity. The names are from the first Sanskrit; but, according to the most able scholars in the languages of the Dekhin, there
was a period which preceded the infusion of Sanskrit2 into the dialects
of the south, and the princes of those periods were, of course, not
designated by exotic appellations. Either, therefore, the first names
of the lists are modern fabrications, or the lists ascend to a comparatively recent date. There can be no doubt, that in examining local
lists of Hindu kings in the peninsula, both sources of error, or misrepresentation, are to be taken into account.
The objection advanced against these lists applies equally to all
the written records, and is alike fatal to the extreme antiquity of the
events which they narrate. The meagreness and inconsistency of the
various sources of information might throw a suspicion upon the
existence of the Pandya monarchy at any remote period, did not
classical writers bear testimony to the celebrity even of its capital
city, at the very commencement of our era. How long before this
it was founded we have scarcely any means of conjecturing, but the
traditional history of the Chola dynasty records the disappearance of
that race, as independent princes, to have occurred in consequence of
the marriage of a Chola princess with Vara-guna Pandyan, whom
it calls the forty-eighth Pandya king. In our lists, however, he
appears to have been the twenty-second or twenty-ninth, and supposing the union of the Chola and Pandya sovereignties to have
been thus effected before the reign of AUGUSTUS, and the number of
preceding reigns not very erroneous, we may conjecture the appearance of the Pandya principality as an organised state, and the
foundation of Madura to have happened, about five or six centuries
anterior to the Christian era.3 Of the events that have befallen the
kingdom during the long period that has since elapsed, very few are
attributed to remote times, and of them the authenticity may be
1

Besides those comprised in the Mackenzie Collection, BUCHANAN has
published several. (Travels in Mysore). Some of his and those of this collection
are the same, having been procured at the same places.
2

3

E L L I S and CAMPBELL.

Introduction to CAMPBELL'S Teltigu Grammar.

It is not improbable that some centuries preceded the foundation of Madura,
during which the first settlers were occupied in clearing the ground and erecting
habitations, and forming themselves into organised states. According to the Pur^nas,
as estimated by HAMILTON, ten centuries were thus occupied ; but this seems to be
more than requisite, and perhaps five would be nearer the truth, placing the first
establishments in the south about one thousand years before our era.
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doubted. Such as they are found, however, in the only records that
remain we shall proceed to detail them, omitting the most extravagant
fictions, and curtailing the most tedious of those which we select.1
According to the Madura Purdna, the residence of the Pandya
kings was for many ages at a place called Kurk'hi, not improbably
the Kolkhi of the Periplus, a city subject to the Pandya king, as
the author observes, and, perhaps, as D'ANVILLE notices,2 still to be
traced in the appellation Kilkhar, or Kilakarai, 3 on the Coromandel
coast, opposite to Rameswaram.
One of the Pandya monarchs,
named Sampanna Pandya, invited the Chola and Chera princes to
1
The authority followed in the first part of the ensuing detail is called a translation of the Madura Purdna (List of Authorities, No. 7 ) ; it appears to be a
translation of the Tamil work called Tiruvalaiy&dal, which is also designated
sometimes as the Madura Purdna. This is the work of Parunjoti Tamburan, a
Pandaram, or Saiva priest, who is said to have written it in the reign of Hari Vira
Pandyan, in the Salivahan year 973 (A.D. 1051). It relates the sixty-four miracles
or frolics of Sundareswara, the tutelary divinity of Madura; and is, in fact, but a
translation or paraphrase in Tamil of a Sanskrit local legend, entitled Hdldsya, said
to be a section of the Skanda Purdna, a source always assigned in the Dekhin to
detached local compositions, to which the composers wish to affix the authority of
Pauranie sanctity. The Skanda Purana being a Saiva Purana, is the ready resource
of that sect, and is made the parent of a much more numerous offspring than legitimately belong to it. The Hdldsya is of this description ; but if the date of its
Tamil representative be correctly given, it is of use in fixing that of Kuna Pfindya,
with whose reign it closes. The collection contains two MSS. professing to be
translations of the Madura Purdna : they do not exactly agree, however; and one
is much more brief than the other, whence it is possibly the translation of an
abridged work, the abridgement not adhering, with inviolable fidelity, to its
original, as is usually the case amongst Hindu writers. The MSS. are Nos. 7 and 8
of the List of Authorities. The account of the work and its author, is from a MS.
list of Tamil authors, and the catalogue of Tamil books. Another MS., No. 11,
which has been also consulted, is entitled a translation of the Pfindya Rfijdkal;
the original of this is a Tamil prose work, sometimes attributed to the three most
eminent of the first professors of the Madura college Narakira, Btaa, and Kapila.
The accuracy of this notion may be questioned, as it rests solely upon the work
closing with the reign of Vamsa Chur^mani, under whom these writers are said to
have flourished ; and it is contradicted by the tenor of the last sentence, which
speaks of the literary institutes first promulgated by, or exemplified by these teachers
having been communicated to their disciples, and thus handed down through consecutive generations. The work itself agrees closely with the Madura Purdna, and
is, therefore, probably, as well as it, a branch from the same Sanskrit stem, the
Hdldsya Mdhdt'mya, which work is also in the collection, and has been compared
with the translations.—MACKENZIE Collection, I. p. 91, cxxi.
2
D ' A N V I L L E Antiquity Geographique, 122. Also V I N C E N T ' S Periplus, ii.
443: the general identity is beyond question by its being then, as now, the scene
of the pearl fishing.
3

See Journal ROYAL A S I A T I C S O C I E T Y , NO. V. p. 169.
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the wedding of his son. On their way to Kurkhi they were caught
by violent rains, and compelled, by the flooded state of the country,
to remain encamped on one spot for a month, in memory of which
event the Pandya king built a city there, naming it Kalyana-pur,
which was for some time the capital of his son and successor, Kula
Sek'hara.
Kula Sek'hara, in the commencement of his reign, built a new
city about two leagues to the north of Cape Kumari, which he named
after himself, Kula Sek'hara Pattan : he resided, however, at Kalyana-pur. It happened that a merchant returning from a journey
to Malayalam, or Malabar, lost his way in the forests of Chandragiri,
the hilly district west of Madura, and its vicinity. Whilst exploring
his track alone he discovered an ancient temple, dedicated to Siva,
as the Mula Linga, or Choka Nayaka, and Durga, as Minakshi
Amman. The temple had been erected by Indra when performing
penance in the Dandaka forest, for the- expiation of the sin of murdering Vritrasura, who, although a demon, was a Brahman. The
merchant, himself a devout worshipper of Siva, paid his homage to
the deity, and was, in consequence, favoured with a personal communication, directing him to announce the discovery to the Raja, and the
will of the god, that a city should be founded on the spot. The same
injunction was conveyed in a vision to the prince, and the concurrence
of these intimations established their divine origin. Kula Sek'hara
accordingly repaired to the place, cleared the forest, rebuilt the
temple with great architectural magnificence, constructed a splendid
palace for the royal residence, and founded an extensive and stately
city. The gods beheld the progress of his labours with interest, and,
on their completion, a shower of nectareal dew descended from heaven,
spreading a sweet film upon the ground, which gave the appellation
Madhura (sweet) to the new city. The stately monuments, of which
the vestiges are still to be seen in Madura, are the work of much
more modern times; but the classical authorities already referred to,
establish, for that city, an existence of venerable duration. The gradual
transfer of the Pandya capital from a southerly to a more northerly
site, is in harmony with the tradition of the country being first
cleared and cultivated by pilgrims to Rameswaram. It may be here
observed, that the prevailing form of the Hindu religion in the south
of the peninsula was, at the commencement of the Christian era, and
some time before it, most probably that of Siva, as, besides the
positive testimony of these legends, the name of the cape, Komfiri, or
Kumari, the virgin, is, as a mythological appellative, restricted to
Durga; and that it was in this place a mythological name is proved
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1

by the author of the Periplus, who states, that persons purposing to
lead a religious and widowed life bathe at Comar, because, as the
history relates, a goddess formerly used to perform her ablutions
monthly at this spot.
The second Pandya prince is named Malaya Dhwaja, of whom
his extreme devotion to the tutelary divinities of his capital is the only
peculiarity recorded.2 In return for his attachment, the goddess
Minakshi herself became incarnate as the daughter and the successor
of this prince.
Mumulai Tadataki, the new queen of Madura, was a warlike
princess. She subdued, it is said, the whole of the peninsula, and
carried her arms over northern Hindustan to the Kailasa mountains.
Here her victorious career terminated in an event more glorious than
her preceding triumphs. She was opposed by no less a person than
the god Siva, by whom she was defeated and taken prisoner. It was
now her turn to vanquish : the god became enamoured of her charms
and allowed her to return in liberty to Madura, whither he followed
her and obtained her hand.3 Having assumed a human form of great
beauty, the god was known by the title Sundara (the handsome)
1

'Awo $i rocvrvti iffriv tripos rove;

TO Kopctg Xtyof&ivoy- Iv <y rovce {pgov^ta. Xffrh, xtxi

X/jKjJv* us ov 01 ZouXopivot rh fiiXKovTa auroTs Xgovsv UQO) ylvitrSai,
tg%op.zvoi uvroXouovrai, TO tfavro xa.t yvvauKls- itrro^lTrat
nvx %govov l/cu

x/l£oi f&ivsvffin u.vrov, ixu

yu.^ r«v §%ov I»s7 scri pmas

Kara,

avoXsXovffSou.

PAOLINO says, the convent and the custom still existed in his time.—VINCENT P E H I F L U S , ii. 443.
2

See, also, VIAGGIO D I FKA BARTOLOMEO.

The traditions of the south, however, make him a more important character,
and consider him as the father of Chitrangada, the wife of Arjuna. This opinion
is grounded on a section of the Sabha Parvan of the Mah£bha>at, where Sahadeva,
whilst performing his military career in the Dekhin, is described as having an interview with his father-in-law Malaya Dhwaja, king of Pfindya. This section,
however, is perhaps peculiar to the copies of the Mahabharat, current in the Peninsula, as it has no place in a fine copy in Devanagari character, in my possession.
In the first chapter, too, it is there said that the father of Cbitrangad& is Chitravahana, king of Manipur, to which Arjuna comes on leaving Kalinga. The
Telugu translation of the Adi Parvan agrees in the names of the parties, but places
Manipur south of the KaVeri. How far, therefore, it is safe to identify Malaya
Dhwaja with Chitrav&hana, and Manipur with Madhura, must depend upon the
verification of the authenticity of different copies of the Mah&bharat. The result
of a careful collation of seven copies at Benares, examined at my request by Captain
Fell, may be regarded as fatal to the identification, not one of them containing the
section in question, or the name of Malaya Dhwaja. The Bhagavat calls the bride
of Arjuna, Ulupi, the daughter of the serpent king of Manipura.
3
The legend relates, that the princess was born with three breasts ; the centre
one was to disappear when she met with a suitable spouse, and, accordingly, vanished
upon her encountering Sundareswara. Images of the goddess, with three breasts,
are still seen amongst the sculptures at Madura.
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Pandyan; and although it does not appear how he attained the privilege of giving a cognomen to the emblem of himself, worshipped in
Madura, yet the Mula Linga is most commonly known by the name
of Sundareswara, the god of Sundara, which it shares with that of
Choka Nayaka.
That this tradition is not wholly without foundation is established
by several circumstances, if we look to its implied rather than to its
literal import. It is not improbable that the worship of Siva was
introduced into the peninsula from northern Hindustan some few
centuries before the Christian era, and that, in the reign of one of the
early princes of Madura, it was established in that city. The tradition
which peoples the peninsula from the north of India, and the existence of the Saiva faith there, coeval with the era of Christianity, are
fully in harmony with the account given of Sundara Pandyan. In
further confirmation of the native country whence the Tamil faith was
derived, it may be observed that Sanskrit, which, in Dravira Desa,
as in every other Hindu country, is the language of religion, is always
called by Tamil writers Vada Mozhi,1 the northern speech, and,
finally, the learned writer from whom the remark is taken, observes,
that the literature and religion of the Brahmans were brought by them
into the peninsula from northern Hindustan.2 Whether this occurred
at so early a period as the one now under discussion may be doubted,
although some of the circumstances we have adverted to are in favour
of the supposition. That there are, on the other hand, reasonable
bounds to its antiquity cannot be disputed ; for, besides the inference
derivable from the traditions relative to the colonisation of the peninsula, we have the testimony of Menu,3 that the Draviras were classed
with the impure, or outcast tribes, when those institutes were compiled ; and, even in the Mahabharat, the people of the southern
countries appear to be considered as scarcely Hindus.
Sundara and Minakshi, after a reign of some thousands of years,
resumed their celestial characters, and returned to heaven. They
were succeeded by their son, Wugra Pandyan, who, as the offspring of
Siva and Devi, was, of course, an incarnation of Kartikeya. Eastward of Madura is the mountain Tiruparumkunru,4 whence fell a
1
2
4

ELLIS'S Dissertation ou Malayalam, p. 3, note.
3
Ibid. p. 26.
Book x. 5.
The most famous place under this appellation, Subrahmanya Kshetram, or

Tirt'ha, is in the province of Canara. A hill to the south of Madura, denominated,
from ideas connected with this superstition, Skanda Malai, the Mount of Skanda,
another name of KaYtik^ya, or Subrahmanya, has suffered a very curious change,
Skanda Malai being converted into Sicander Malai, the hill of Secander, or Alex,
ander. Leg naturels croient que le meJecin ordinaire d'Alexauder le Grand y a
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stream, named Sarovara Vaikal. Agreeably to the system of local
adaptation which seems to have especially prevailed in the Dekhin,
and which transferred the names of sacred places in the north of India
to others in the south, this mountain became another Kailasa, and the
stream, another Ganges. The scene and chief actors being thus identified, we are not to be surprised that the birth of Wugra should have
been here attended with the circumstances narrated by the Puranas of
the birth of Skanda, or Kartikeya, and that this site acquired the
honours of a Tirt'ha, or place of pilgrimage, under the presidence of
Subrahmanya,1 another name of Kartikeya, who was, from a remote
date, a favourite deity with the nations of the peninsula.
Wugra Pandyan, being of such exalted origin, was engaged in
conflicts proportioned to his rank, and, after subduing the kings of
earth, waged war against the king of heaven. Indra, being discomfited
by him, was compelled to grant the showers which he had forborne to
shed upon the Pandya kingdom. Wugra was married to Kantimati,
the daughter of the Chola king, and by her he had Vira Pandyan, who
succeeded him.2
Vira Pandyan was killed, whilst hunting, by a tiger: he left many
sons by the women of his household, and one, the youngest, by his
queen, whom the ministers placed under the tutelage of the Chola
monarch, to secure him from the treachery of his elder brothers.
When old enough he was conducted to Madura, and installed; upon
which, his brothers fled to Chera; they do not seem to have given him
any subsequent molestation. This prince was named Abhisheka
Pandyan; he was succeeded by Vikrama, of whom no traditions are
given ; and he by Raja Sekhara,3 in the time of which latter, it is
said, the Chola prince led an army of Samanals, or Buddhists, against
Madura. He was defeated ; but no consequences of his repulse are
recorded. The next sovereign of Pandya-desa is named Kulottunga,
6te enterre. LANGLISS, ii. 11. A native account says it is the tomb of Alexander
himself; an idea, no doubt, introduced by the Mohammadan Fakirs, of whom many
reside on this hill, and attach a profitable sanctity to the small tomb, once a temple
of Skanda, now the shrine of Secander. To the Hindus it is equally sacred, as it is
said to contain in one of its caves an image of Skanda, which they go to worship.
1
This appears, however, from some accounts, to be the same as Skanda Malai
(MS. No. 80), which is three or four miles south-east of Madura.
2
One account, the RajS Cheritra, vol. vi., makes great confusion with this
prince and his predecessors. It calls him Alaka, and makes him the father of
Minakshi, married to Chokanath, and of Alyarasani, married to Arjuna. At the
same time he is described as the son of Malaya Dhwaja, and grandson of Sundara,
an order of descent very different from all the other authorities.
3
All the lists agree in inserting Vikrama's name. The translation of the Tiruvalegddal omits him making Raj& Sek'hara the son of Abhisheka.
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in whose reign we have abundant legends illustrative of the might of
Choka Natha, but nothing that can be conjectured into history. He
was succeeded by his son, Anantaguna, in whose reign the kingdom
was again invaded by the Samanal; but, with the aid of Siva, the
assailants were repulsed. On this, as on the former occasion, the
heretical invaders are conducted by the Chola monarch, whose seat of,
empire is called Kanchi, or Conjeveram. That the territories of the
Chola prince lay higher north than the modern Tanjore there is probable evidence in other manuscripts, as, also, that Conjeveram was included within his dominions. That it was the ancient capital of Chola
is, however, quite irreconcilable with all the local accounts which have
been procured of that empire, and the foundation of Kanchi itself
appears from them to be an event of comparatively recent occurrence.
The same accounts, however corroborated by the vestiges of Bauddha
architecture, found still abundantly at Conjeveram, attest the prevalence of that faith there for some considerable period. This might
have been the case at the time the legendary tales which profess to
record the Pandya history were compiled ; and hence, these supposed religious aggressions emanating from the Chola monarchs of
Conjeveram. That frequent contests between the Chola and Pandya princes occurred in remote periods there is no reason to doubt;
but it is not quite so certain that the particular occasions are specified
with much accuracy, or that hostilities, embittered by religious differences, disturbed the tranquillity of the Dekhin some centuries before
the Christian era.
Anantaguna was succeeded by his son, Kula Bhushana, in whose
reign, it is said, in the Pandya Rajakal, that the Pandya kingdom
was invaded by Kirata Raja, sovereign of Chedi, but it can scarcely
be supposed, that by this is intended the country usually identified
with Chedi, or Chandail, in central Hindustan. The appellation,
Kirata, assigned to the Raja, indicates a mountaineer, the wild inhabitant of thickets and fastnesses, subsisting by plunder and the chase ;
and in the Tiruvaleyadal, the invader is designated with more
consistency, as the Setu Raya, the prince of Marawa, the district
lying east of Madura along the sea-coast, and which would, therefore, appear to have been an independent principality in ancient as
well as modern times. The minister, Sundara Sumantra, had been
provided with funds to levy a force to oppose the invaders, but he
appropriated the money to the worship of Sundareswara, and the
invaders had nearly reached Madura before any troops were collected
to resist them. In this predicament the minister had recourse to the
god, and a miraculous host, representing the contingents of the fifty-
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six kingdoms of India, was immediately created for the defence of
the kingdom. Against such combatants no chance of success remained for the invaders, but Kirata, or the Marawa Raja, was
removed even without their aid. He was killed by a lion sent by
Siva,1 and, upon his death, his followers fled in confusion to their
native haunts. The result of this invasion was, therefore, only an
accession of honour and devotion to Sundareswara and MinakshiDevi.
In the reign of this prince another marvel is recorded, which merits
notice only so far as it accords with the general traditions of the
origin of Conjeveram. Kantara Khata Chola is said to have cleared
the woods which covered that part of the peninsula ; built the city of
Kanchi on the site ; and erected the pavilion and temple of EkambareWara and Kamakshi-Devi, the forms in which Siva and Durgd
were worshipped at that city until very recent periods. In recompense of this prince's devotion, Siva * conferred upon him aerial locomotion with the speed of thought, and thus enabled him to transport
himself every morning to Madura, to pay his homage at the supreme
shrine of Sundareswara — a rather indifferent compliment to his own
tutelary divinity.
Kula Bhushana left two sons, Rajendra and Rajasinha, of whom
the first succeeded to the throne. The Chola prince of Kahchi, Kantaia Khata, or, as he is named in the Madura Purana, Kandavetti,
proposed an alliance with Rajendra, by giving him his daughter in
marriage, to which the Pandya prince assented, and sent his brother,
Rajasinha, to conclude the negociation with the Chola prince. The
ambassador, however, prevailed upon that monarch to wed his daughter
to him instead of his brother, and to co-operate with him in an attempt
to drive Rajendra from the throne. The confederate princes marched
towards Madura for that purpose; but they were encountered by
the Pandya king, defeated, and taken prisoners. Rajasinha was
detained in confinement during the rest of his life, but the Chola
monarch was released and dismissed with civility to his own dominions.
Saundarya Pada Sek'hara, the son of Rajendra, succeeded his
father. Like his predecessors, he is said to have been engaged in
hostilities with the Chola monarch ; and, whatever we may think of
the circumstantial details of these repeated conflicts, it seems not at
all improbable that a struggle for supremacy in the peninsula did
1

The scene of this event is laid by the Tiruvaley&dal, in the forest Tirupuvaiiam, at a place dedicated to Siva, as Purana-lingam, ten miles south of
Madura.
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exist, at a remote date and for a long period, between these rival
dynasties, which terminated in the temporary ascendency of the
Pandya monarchs. On this occasion it is related, that the Pandya
king was forced to fly before his invaders, but their prince was
drowned in the pursuit of his defeated foes, and the kingdom of
Madura was thus preserved from foreign subjugation. Of course,
the accident was not a mere casualty, but was brought about by the
seasonable interference of the tutelary deities of Madura. Saundarya Pada died soon after his return to his capital, or, as it is said
of every Pandya prince, he went into the adytum, or inner chamber,
of the temple of Mula Linga, and was united to the god. If we do
not suppose that this was a contrivance of the priests to get rid of
those princes of whom they were tired, or with whom they were
dissatisfied, we must conclude the ceremony to have been part of the
religious institutes of the kingdom, and that the princes and persons
of note were carried to the temple, to die in the presence of the
tutelary god's, in the same spirit as that which, in Upper Hindustan,
conveys the expiring individual to breathe his last upon the banks of
the Ganges.
Varaguna, the son of the last prince, succeeded. His reign contains the usual proportion of marvels; but nothing of a historical
character in the authorities hitherto followed. This omission is the
more remarkable, as the Chola records ascribe the disappearance of
the series of their princes to the transfer of the kingdom to Varaguna,
by his marriage with a Chola princess, as has been noticed above ;*
and the union of the two principalities under a common sovereign
appears to have actually occurred about the period at which this
prince may possibly have reigned. The fact is supported by another
authority, however, and a cheritra, or history of Varaguna,2 states his
repulsion of an invasion by the Chola king, Karavar Chola, his subsequent conquest of that kingdom, and its annexation to the Pandya
monarchy. A celebrated poet, named Bana, or Pana-patra, is said
to have flourished in this prince's reign.
Vara Raja, or Raja Rajendra, succeeded Varaguna. In his
reign a ridiculous legend is narrated, which so far merits recapitulation, that traces of it are frequent in the sculptures still visible at
Madura.
1
According to the Chola D'esa PHrvika Charitra Vydkhyanam, Varaguna was the
son of Balachandra Pandyan. His wife was the daughter of Kulottunga Chola.
Their descendants occupied the united Pandya and Chola kingdoms, for twelve generations and five hundred and seventy years.
2
List, No. 13.
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At Kuruvaituri, west of Madura, a rich farmer had twelve sons,
who spent their time in various sports, and especially in the chase.
They one day attacked a wild hog and his family, killed some, and
pursued the rest to the vicinity of a holy sage engaged in profound
meditation. Having disturbed the abstraction of the sage, he cursed
them, denouncing their future birth as hogs themselves. On their
humiliation, however, and earnest prayers for forgiveness, he so far
modified his imprecation as to make the temporary degradation the
means of future honour and fame.
The twelve youths being reborn in their porcine capacity, lost their
tender parents by the spears of Raja Rajendra and his fellow-sportsmen, whilst they were yet too young to provide for their own subsistence. Their pitiful state moved the compassion of Choka Nayaka and
Minakshi Amman, who happened to be in the forest during the chase,
and they determined to act as the parents of the porkers. Minakshi
officiated as their nurse, in which character figures of her occur, and
Choka Nayaka as their tutor. One effect of this divine protection
was to humanise their bodies, so that they became men with the heads
of pigs, in which combination their statues are sculptured.1 Another
consequence of their fortunate destiny was their deriving from their
preceptor profound conversancy with arts, sciences, and letters, and
their consequent advancement to the ministerial administration of the
affairs of the Pandya kingdom.
The reign of Raja Rajendra is followed by an interval which is imperfectly filled up in most of the authorities by a mere string of names.
The enumeration does not exactly agree in all cases; but in those
which are the most authentic, it appears to extend to twenty-four or
twenty-five princes. If we allow twenty years to a reign, and admit
the accuracy of the enumeration, we should place the prince who
succeeds these shadows in the second century of the Christian era : at
the same time, as the data are altogether insufficient, it is obvious, that
any conclusions advanced must be subjected to a considerable latitude, and that, consequently, the real date of Vamsa Sek'hara's accession cannot be determined with any degree of accuracy. It is quite
sufficient to bring it within some moderate limits, and to place it not
only upon this computation, but on various other grounds, in the
early centuries of our era.
1
They are described as occurring in Tirumalla Novak's Choltri, by Mr. BLACKADER, Archseologia, vol. x. 457 i and his description is translated in LANGL^S'
Monumens de l'Hindoustan. Instead of ministers, however, Mr. BLACKADER
calls them princes of the palace; and M. LANGLKS converts them into huissiers de
la chambre.
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At whatever period it may have occurred, the accession of Vamsa
Sek'hara seems to have been the result of some political disorganisation of the Pandya kingdom, as the different authorities concur in
considering him as the founder of a new dynasty. The Madura
Purtina describes him as the first prince who reigned after the recovery of Pandyam from the waters which had deluged the world, and
as receiving from Mula Linga, instructions for the readjustment of
the limits of the kingdom ; in which latter account the different
authorities concur. They also agree in representing him as the
founder of the fort and palace of Madura, of various temples and
public buildings, and as the restorer or enlarger of the ancient city.
It is not improbable, that the extensive remains of these buildings still
in existence, and calculated by their massiveness to defy the unassisted effects of time, are, in part, relics of the works of Vamsa
Sek'hara. The fort of Madura is at present about three miles and
three-quarters1 in circumference, and includes the ruins of the palace,
the temple of Choka Nat'h, and the Choltri of Tirumalla Nayaka.
The latter is a modern building : and the same period witnessed considerable additions to the palace, which, probably, occasioned the
mixture of Indian and Saracenic architecture observed by Daniel; as,
in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, the latter seems to have been
introduced from Persia by the Mogul emperors, and engrafted upon
the square and massive, although florid, style, which may be regarded
as exclusively Indian. This style is evident in the pagoda of Choka
Nat'h and its adjoining arcades, and bears testimony to their claims
to very respectable antiquity. Vamsa Sek'hara is said to have also
re-established, or possibly he introduced, the practice of carrying
the god abroad, on particular festivals, in large cars magnificently
ornamented, and dragged by the people.2
The reign of Vamsa Sek'hara was also distinguished by an event
which led to important consequences to the literature of the Peninsula,
and which is one reason for placing his reign in the earlier ages of
Christianity. This was the foundation of a College at Madura, for
the cultivation, it would appear, of profane literature and the Tamil
language. The different authorities agree in this account, dividing
the merit of the act between Vamsa Sek'hara, and his son and successor, Vamsa Churamani, also called Champaka, who, probably,
completed what his father only commenced.
1

H A M I L T O N ' S India, vol. ii. p. 469.

4

Le Pere BOUCHET aii Pere • • • , Lettres Edifiantes, vol. xiii. p. 126;

BLACKADER, Archseologia, vol. x . ; D A N I E L ' S Oriental Scenery; and LANGLES'

Monumens de l'Hindoustan, vol. ii.
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The professors of the Madura college were at first forty-eight in
number, called the sangatt&r, or assembly. The chief of these were
Narakira,1 Bana, and Kapila, of whom no works remain. These
received instructions in the Sutras, or rules, of the Dravira language,
it is said, from the god Siva himself, who appeared amongst them as
the forty-ninth professor, and enabled them to expound and propagate the primitive institutes of the language, which are invariably
attributed in the Dekhin to the Muni Agastya. The cultivation of
the Tamil language, as has been noticed above, is supposed by
Mr. ELLIS to have preceded that of Sanskrit in the south; and this
would be a circumstance in favour of the early existence of the
sangatt&r, for it could not have been long after the Christian era
that the fables of Northern India were domesticated in the Peninsula.
However, the opinion evidently is correct only within certain limits.
The Sanskrit language, in prayers, hymns, and legends, must have
accompanied the introduction of the Saiva faith anterior to the
Christian era, and must have been cultivated as far as it was connected with religion. Its profane literature, and even its Pauranic
mythology, may have subsequently become objects of study ; and
they apparently superseded the cultivation of the native tongue, till
the eighth or ninth century after Christianity, when its revival was
effected, as we shall hereafter have occasion to notice.
The prominent figure which Agastya is thus made to assume in
the literary history of the south of India, attaches an interest to his
existence which, it is to be apprehended, will scarcely derive much
satisfaction from the accounts of this sage which are recorded. In
the first place, a high antiquity must be assigned to him on the authority of the R&mayana, the oldest work, after the Vedas, perhaps,
in the Sanskrit language. His migration to the south is there detailed ; 2 and, disregarding the fabulous motives assigned for his
residence there, it seems not a forced conjecture to infer his being
a chief agent in diffusing the worship of Siva in the Dekhin. Neither
this remote date, nor his character as a foreigner, renders it likely that
he was the first Tamil teacher; and if we are not allowed to suppose
that this character originated in his legendary reputation, we must
conclude that the author of the various works attributed to Agastya
1

I have already observed the Pdndya-Rajdkdl is ascribed to them, apparently
erroneously. To Narakira is assigned the tale of AlaTcisa, or king of AlakS, and
his four ministers; but the style is unfavourable to its supposed origin,—Tamil
works being difficult in proportion to their antiquity, so that the oldest are now
unintelligible to ordinary scholars. K I N D E R S L E Y ' S Hindu Literature, p. 47.
2
In the Aranya Kandam.
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was a different individual, although of similar name. There are still
many works current attributed to Agastya, besides his grammatical
aphorisms. These consist of poems in praise of Siva, and a number
of medical works.1 It is not very probable, however, that the appropriation is generally correct.2 At the first institution of the Madura
sangattdr, it would appear that some dispute arose immediately
between the professors and the Saiva priests, connected, not impossibly,
with that contention for pre-eminence of knowledge which has ever
prevailed in the Tamil countries between the Brahman and inferior
castes.3 The priests, however, proved the more powerful; and a reconciliation took place between them and the literati of Madura. At
least, we may thus interpret the legend of Narakira incurring the
wrathful glance of Siva, and only escaping being burnt to ashes in
the flames emanating from the eye in the forehead of the god by
plunging into the holy pool Pattamari, and there composing the
Andadi Panyam, a poem in honour of Siva. After this event the
parties continued upon good terms; and Siva presented to the professors a diamond bench of great critical sagacity, for it extended
itself readily for the accommodation of such individuals as were
worthy to be upon a level with the sages of the sangattdr, and
resolutely detruded all who pretended to sit upon it without possessing the requisite qualifications. In other words, the learned corporation of Madura resembled learned bodies in other countries, and
maintained as strict a monopoly as they possibly could of literary
reputation.
1
One of these, the Agastyar Vaidya Anguru, is cited by Dr. A I N S L I E , Preface
to the Materia Medica of Hindustan. •
8
lu a manuscript account of Agastya, in the Collection, List, No. 14, thirty,
eight works attributed to him are said to be still current. His grammar is, how.
ever, said to be lost, in consequence of a curse denounced upon it by Tulagappyam,
the disciple of Agastya, according to some legends. In a MS. written by an
intelligent native, and already referred to under the title of Chola Purvika 'Charitra
Vy&khyanan, it is said, that the reputed invention of the Tamil language by Agastya
is very improbable, as, in the medical works uniformly ascribed to him, the style
indicates a very confined possession of the language; and as to the Agastyam, or
Grammatical Institutes, said to be lost, there is little reason to suppose it was ever
written, as least by Agastya, as he never mentions it, although he states in his
Gnyanam, or work on theology, that he has written a lack of sentences on theology,
an equal number on alchemy, and two lacks on medicine. These inferences are
scarcely questionable, as applied to an Agastya of, perhaps, the eighth or ninth
century; but the traditions that ascribe the introduction of letters and religion
amongst the people of DraVira to an earlier teacher of that name, do not seem to
have originated wholly in imagination.
3
£11. is on the Malayaiam Language, p. 26.
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The foreign transactions of Vatnsa Sek'hara's reign were limited
to a war with Vikrama, the Chola prince, who besieged Madura, but
was repulsed with the aid of Siva. The son of this prince was more
fortunate ; and he was engaged in disputes of no more serious a nature than those which were engendered by the rivalry of his literary
dependents.
From Vamsa Churamani,1 we have again a considerable interval
without the specification of events as well as names, until the reign
of Kuna Pandyan. There are, however, one or two legends which
are variously appropriated, and which may, therefore, be employed
to fill up the chasm.
The fifteenth prince from Vamsa Churamani is called in the lists
Kulasa, who was also a patron of literature, and a man of letters
himself. This latter character induced him to treat a man of great
acquirements, named Yeddakattan, with disrespect. Yeddakattan
complained to the deity Sundareswara, and, withdrawing from Madura
to the north of the Vaiki river, was followed by the god, and by the
professors of the college. This desertion bringing the king to a sense
of his improper conduct, he had recourse to prayer and solicitation,
and appeased the offended god, and the more irritable poet; and the
temple and college recovered their inmates.
Kulasa was succeeded by his son Arimerddana, celebrated for his
illustrious minister Manikyavasaka, who was especially instrumental
in re-establishing the Saiva worship, and expelling the Bauddhas.
The authority of that MS. which appears to be the abridged Madura
Pur&na, associates this minister and this king; but the larger work
relates the marvels usually narrated of Manikyavasaka, of Tennaven
Paramaraya, minister of Varnsa Sek'hara, identifying these two
persons. There can be little doubt, however, that Manikyavasaka,
whether he were a political character at all, was long subsequent to
Vamsa Sek'hara; and it is only a question, how much more modern
he may be regarded. He is anterior, it appears, to the reformers of
Kuna Pandyan's reign, by the testimony of both our authorities and
others, of which one places him A.D. 490, and another states his work
to have been written above a thousand years ago.2 In his life, it is
particularly stated that the sectaries he combated were Bauddhas, not
1

With whom the Pdndya Rdjak&l closes, as observed above. So does the

translation of the Tiruvaleyddal; but the original descends to Kuna P&ndyan, as
does the Hildsya, filling up the interval, however, with mere names. MS., No. 8,
gives the substance of their contents.
1
Life of Manikyavasaka, MSS. No. 15 ; List of Tamil Authors, MSS. No. 9 ;
Vadur Sthala Mahatmyam ; Mackenzie Collection, vol. i. p. 201.
VOL. I I I .
Q
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Jains, who were the heretics of Kuna Pandyan's reign ; and these concurrent considerations warrant the inference, that he may be placed
with safety between the fifth and eighth century of the Christian era.
We need not detail the marvels recorded of him, as that has been
fully and correctly done by a European writer already.1 His works,
which are said to be very difficult, are the Tiruv&sagam and Tiruchittambala-kavi, poems in praise of the Saiva worship.2 The scene
of his contest with the Bauddhas was at the temple of Chidambaram,
and his opponents chiefly teachers from Ceylon,3 the king of which
country, it is said, was present at the controversy. The Bauddha
disputants, it is asserted, were converted to the orthodox faith, and
no persecution appears to have ensued.
Another barren series of names occurs between Arimerddana and
Kuna Pandyan, who appears as the twelfth successor of that monarch.
According to some traditions, the date of Kuna Pandyan is called
950 of Salivahana, or A.D. 1028;* but there are several reasons for
supposing this to be erroneous. The Madura Purina, and its
original, the H&ldsya M&h&tmya, come down to the end of this
prince's reign ; and they are attributed to the reign of Hari Vira
Pandyan, in 973, giving an interval of but twenty-three years for
their composition, and for the bold assertion of marvels which it
could not be supposed they would venture to advance at a period so
close to the realities thus distorted. Either their date, therefore, is
erroneous, or that of Kuna Pandyan is incorrect; but there is every
reason to suppose they are not much misplaced, as the zeal of the
Saiva priests and writers to whom these and other compositions of
the same period are evidently to be assigned, was, no doubt, particularly active in and about the ninth century. Again, the chief
instrument in the religious revolutions of the Pandya state that occurred in this reign was a Saiva priest, Gnyana Samandar,3 whose
works, and those of his first converts and disciples, Appa and Sundar,
are well known in the south, and are uniformly referred to the ninth
century; 6 whence it follows that we must place Kuna Pandyan about
that time. The date derives some confirmation from its agreement
1

2

SOVNERAT'S Voyages.

Account of Tamil Works, No. 9 ; and List of Tamil Authors, No. 10.
3
Life of M£nikyav4saka.
* List of Tamil Authors, No. 10.
5
WitKS, on the Authority of a MS. in the Mackenzie Collection, calls him a
Pandaram, or Sudra priest of Sira (vol. i. p. 156). This does not appear, however, from any of the MSS. consulted on the present occasion. Gnydna Samandar
Charitra, Mackenzie Collection, vol. i. p. 203, App. xix.
8
They are joint authors of the Tivaram, hymns in honour of Siva.
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with the period when the Jain religion, of which Kuna Pandyan was
a votary, had grown into credit in the neighbouring regions.1
Whatever may have been the date of this prince, it appears that
prior to his reign two events of some importance had occurred in the
Pandya kingdom, which are, not improbably, connected, although the
connexion is not adverted to in any of the native accounts. These
are the abolition of the sangatt&r, or Madura college, and the establishment of the Samanal religion.
The abolition of the sangatt&r is narrated in the usual marvellous
manner.8 A candidate for the honour of a seat on the bench of professors, appeared in the person of Tiruvalavar, a Pariah priest of
Mailapur,3 and the author of an ethical poem. The learned professors
were highly indignant at his presumption, but, as he was patronised
by the raja, they were compelled to give his book at least the trial.
For this purpose it was to find a place upon the marvellous bench,
which the professors took care to occupy fully. To their astonishment,
however, the bench extended itself to receive the work, and the book
itself commencing to expand, spread out so as to thrust all other occupants from the bench. The raja and the people of Madura witnessed
the scene, and enjoyed the humiliation of the sages ; and the professors were so sensible of their disgrace, that, unable to survive it,
they issued forth, and all drowned themselves in a neighbouring pool.
In consequence the establishment was abandoned.
If we contemplate this event in a literary view alone, we need not
be at a loss to understand it. The first professors were eminent in
Tamil composition, for the cultivation of which the college appears
to have been founded. The members, however, had subsequently,
in all probability, directed their attention more to Sanskrit composition,
and had, at all events, neglected the cultivation of their native literature. That the latter was the case, is evident from the remark of
Avayar, that the old Tamil was preferable to the new ; * indicating
that, even in the ninth century, the dialect had been so far neglected
as to have become partially obsolete. With Tiruvalavar, however,
circumstances changed. The old system was subverted, and a new
impulse was given to the study of Tamil, which produced, in the
1
The earliest Jaina inscriptions of an authentic chaiacter that have been found
are those of kings of Humchi, dated Salivahana 804, 819, 820, &c. To them
succeed the grants of the Belal kings in the eleventh and twelfth centuries.
2
Account of the Madura Sangattar, vol. 16.
3
St. Thome. Possibly, therefore, something of an attempt to propagate Christianity is here blunderingly and imperfectly narrated.
1
Asiatic Researches, vol. vii.; Dr. J O H N on the I*ife and Writings of Avayar.
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course of the ninth century, in the Pandya and Chola kingdoms, a
number of the most classical writers in the Tamil tongue.1
The date at which the subversion of the college occurred, is another
subject of inquiry, and, if we trust to the tradition which connects it
with Tiruvalavar, we must identify it with the period of his existence.
Other legends make him a brother of Avayar ; but, as this family
story is altogether fabulous,8 no stress need be laid upon the assertion.
The MS. list of Tamil authors states his work to be 1600 years old ;
and Mr. KINDERSLEY, who has translanted a prose version of part of
it,3 mentions that the original is understood to have been written
fourteen hundred years ago. He also notices the extreme difficulty
of the style, from which a high antiquity may be inferred ; and, from
these considerations, we may conclude that the age of Tiruvalavar
may have been between the sixth and ninth centuries.
As far we can judge from the extracts of the Kadal, which have
been translated, we have some reason to suppose that their author was
not a very orthodox member of the Hindu faith. He appears to have
advocated moral duties and practical virtues above ceremonial observances and speculative devotion, and so far trespassed upon the
strict law. By his allusions to the heaven of Indra, and to various
parts of the regular pantheon, as well as the respect he inculcates to
Brahmans and ascetics, he does not appear to have been a seceder
or a sectary. How far, therefore, he contributed to the introduction
of the Jain, or Bauddha faith, into the Madura monarchy, may be
doubted, although the diffusion of his doctrines was calculated to
undermine the Brahmanical system. At any rate, it is agreed that
the kings of Madura had adopted sectarial principles, and that Kuna
Pandyan was a follower of the Samanal doctrines, intending by those
the Jain faith ; although the term will apply also to that of Buddha,
with which there is equal reason to identify it.
Some traditions assert that this heresy was introduced from Ceylon.
In that case it was the faith of the Bauddhas. The same also aver,
that when the heretics were banished they were exiled to that island,—
a legend leading to the same conclusion. On the other hand, the
expulsion of the Bauddhas from India appears to have been the work
of earlier periods, whilst the remaining records of the kings of
1
A« Gnyana Samandar; Appa and Sundara, above noticed; Avayar herself,
and Kamban, the translator of the Ramdyan.
' It is detailed at length by Dr. J O H N .
* Extracts from the Tiruvalavar Kadal, or Ocean of
Tiruvalavar—KINDERSI-EV'S Hindii Literature. See also Extracts from the same, or Tiruvalavar Koral,
by Mr. E L L I S ; Mackenzie Collection, vol. i. p. 232.
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Humchi, and the Belal princes, shew that in Mysore the Jain religion was established at this period ; and at Madura, the first converts of Gnyana Sarnandar are usually considered to have been Jaina
authors. We may, therefore, consent to call the religion of Kuna
Pandyan, Jaina; but the truth seems to be, that neither Jaina nor
Bauddha doctrines ever gained an extensive footing in the southern
divisions of the Peninsula, which have maintained from the earliest
to the latest periods an undeviating fidelity to the worship of Siva
and the Lingam.1
Kuna Pandyan was married to Vani Daswani the daughter of
the Chola Raja, who was a devout worshipper of Siva.2 She invited
Gnyana Samandar, a famous teacher of her sect, to Madura, and an
opportunity soon occurred of gaining for him the countenance of the
Raja Kuna, who was attacked by a fever which resisted the drugs
and spells of his Jaina priests. Gnyana Samandar undertook his
cure, engaging to make his success a test of the superiority of his
religion. His opponents accepted the challenge ; and the medical
skill of the Saiva surpassing their expectations, they found themselves
vanquished. Attributing the success of Gnyana Samandar to magic,
they proposed other tests, to which he readily agreed. Leaves, with
the sacred texts of their respective parties were thrown into the Vaiki,
under a stipulation that the sect should triumph whose mantra
floated upwards against the current. The Saiva charm prevailed : it
ascended the river to a place called Tiruvedaka, where Siva, in the
form of an old man, took it out of the water, and brought it back to
Gnyana Samandar. In commemoration of the event, a city was
founded on the spot to which the leaf was borne, and a temple was
1
Some of the traditions of the Jainas assert, that Chamunda Raya, who
erected the image of Gomateswara, was minister of Raksha Malla, a king of Madura,
in the year of Kali 600. This account is rendered suspicious by the antiquity of
the date, even if we suppose the Kali, or fifth age of the Jainas, to be intended, by
which the date will be reduced to about thirty years B.C. Besides, in the published
account of this place and image by Colonel MACKENZIE, the country of the minister and king is not mentioned (A. R. vol. ix. p. 262), except in a general way, as
lying in the south. Chamunda Raya, in another place, is called a king of one of
the Chola or Belala races (p. 246). There is nothing in the local traditions of
Madura to warrant the assertion. The princes of the name of Malla, it may be
observed, reigned in the Carnatic and Mysore in the eleventh and twelfth centuries ; and an inscription of a grant by Raksha Malla, printed in the Asiatic
Researches (vol. ix.), is dated Sal. 1090, or A.D. 1173 (p. 431).
8
In an account of the Gopuram of the Bauddha temple at Pudcovaily, this
lady is named Mengayakarasi, and called the daughter of Kerikala Chola, who
ruled, it is said, A.D. 478.
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erected by the king to Tiruvedaka Nat'h. The Samanal were persecuted and hanged, or banished, to the number of eight thousand.
Kuna Pandyan, who before his conversion was deformed, as his name
implies (Kuna meaning " hunch-backed"), no sooner received the
initiatory mantra of the Saiva faith, than he became erect and straight,
and thenceforth assumed the name of Sundara (the " handsome")
Pandyan. Gnyana Samandar was established as the chief pontiff of
the religious faith which he had restored ; and he seems to have instituted a peculiar hierarchy which still subsists, several convents
being found in the south of India tenanted by Brahmacharis, or
coenobites, of the Saiva persuasion, whose spiritual head bears the
hereditary title of " Gnyani Siva Achari."1 The chief and primitive
establishment of the order is said to have been founded at Tinnivelly,
but it has since been destroyed. It is asserted, that there have been
one hundred and thirteen successions of the chiefs of this religious
order; a series which would reasonably allow a period of ten or
eleven centuries since its first establishment, and so far corroborates
the view of Kuna Pandyan's date in the eighth or ninth century of the
Christian era.2
The approximation thus made to modern times, is not attended
with any great improvement in historical precision. The great outline
is clear enough, but the details continue imperfect. In the ninth and
tenth centuries, the Chola princes extended their power throughout
a great portion of the Peninsula, and overshadowed the splendour of
the neighbouring kingdom of Pandya. To them succeeded the Belala
princes of Mysore, before whose ascendency the ancient honours of
Pandya, and the later glories of Chola disappeared. The decline of the
Belalas failed to restore the older dynasties to their pristine authority,
as, during the period of their depression, the provinces and chieftainships, once attached to these states, had taken advantage of their
1
Account of the Gnyana Siva Acharis, MSS. No. 17- Colonel W I L K S , as observed before, identifies these with the Pfindarams, or Jangamas, but this is very
questionable. They do not seem to be known as a religious order above the Ghats.
In the Carnatic the name has been adopted within the last fifty years, I understand, by a set of Saiva teachers, who officiate as the priests of the blacksmith caste.
2
Mons. LANGLES (Monumens de l'Hindoustan, vol. i. p. 98) observes of
Kuna Pandyan, that his expulsion of the Samaneans must have happened after the
middle of the twelfth century. His authority is the History of the Danish Missions ; and the grounds of the estimate are not stated. The same work says Kuna
Pandyan was the three hundred and fifty-ninth king of a dynasty of three hundred
and sixty-two ; it seems, therefore, that the compilers of the Danish History, have
had no better guides than those we have access to, and that, consequently, no
particular weight attaches to their deductions.
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weakness to assume independence. This disorganised condition of
the southern states was perpetuated by the confusion and alarm incident upon the Mohammedan aggressions which began in the fourteenth century, and which were followed close by the extended
dominion of the Vijayanagar kings, whose officers finally established
themselves, in, the beginning of the sixteenth century, in the seat of
the Pandya monarchs. Their history has been recorded with something like accuracy and consistency, and sheds a ray of light upon
the close of the Madura chronicles. But, before we particularise
the events ascribed to these princes, we must advert to the transactions which fill up, however imperfectly, the interval between the reign
of Kuna Pandyan and supremacy of the Nayaks of Madura.
According to one authority, which brings down the Pandya history
from the earliest to the latest periods,1 the first series of monarchs,
consisting of seventy-two princes, was followed by another of twelve,
with the last of whom, Kodocola Pandyan, the succession of Pandya
princes of the ancient royal family, ceased. According to the legend,
this king unjustly condemned to death a merchant of Congeveram,
whom business had brought to Madura. Upon hearing of his fate
his wife followed him to that city, where, ascending a funeral pile,
she denounced an imprecation upon the place and its sovereign. In
consequence of this denunciation, Madura was shortly afterwards
almost wholly consumed by fire, and the king and all his family
perishing in the flames, the Pandya dynasty was destroyed.
The twelve princes of this list apparently commence with Kuna
Pandyan, under his new title of Soma Sundara, and should, therefore,
advance to the eleventh century at least; but it may be doubted
whether it is very accurately compiled. A distinguished name in
Tamil literature is that of a Pandya prince, who is sometimes called
Hari Vira, and at other times Adi Vira Pandyan. He is the reputed
author of various translations from Sanskrit,2 and is said to have
flourished in 973 of Salivahana, or A.D. 1041 ; and his name is not
found in the list here referred to, or in any subsequent ones, although
there is no great reason to question the correctness of his supposed
era. There are, indeed, corroborative proofs of its accuracy. A
history of the kings of Konga, after that country had become subject
to the Chola princes, gives an account of a war between Vira Pandyan
1
Account of the Pandya R&jas who reigned at Madurapuri, No. 28. See List,
No. 1, series 2.
* The Kasi Khanda of the Skanda Parana, the Kurma and Linga Puranas, and
the Naishadha.—List of Tamil Authors.
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and Divya Raya, in which the former was defeated and taken, and
had his ears cut off. And in the next reign, the Chola army advanced to Madura and took the city, the Pandya prince saving himself by flight. He was restored subsequently by the Chola monarch,
on account of the relationship subsisting between them, but appears
thenceforward as a subordinate and tributary prince.. These events
are placed by the Konga history1 in the end of the tenth century,
which is as near to the traditionary accounts of Hari Vira's date as
we can well expect. Perhaps it is not very unreasonable to connect
the tradition above cited of the conflagration of Madura, with the
account of its capture in the Konga history, and to infer that they
both relate to the same events ; or the occupation and partial destruction of the capital, and temporary subversion of the state by
foreign invasion, in the beginning of the eleventh century.
The history of the kings of Pandya relates, that the overthrow of
the dynasty was succeeded by an interval of anarchy, the duration of
which is not specified. At the close of the period the throne was
taken possession of by an adventurer, the son of a Brahman by a dancing
girl, and a native of Kolam, near Madura, who assumed the name of
Chandra Kula Dwipa.2 He was succeeded by fourteen princes, in
the reign of the last of whom the province of Madura was first
assailed by the Musalman arms; an occurrence which enables us to
form some estimate of the dates of preceding transactions.
The first Mohammedan invasion of the Dekhin occurred in the
reign of Alia-ad-din in 1293. The first army that crossed the
Krishna8 was led by Kafur, or Malek Naib, in 1310-11 ; and, as he
carried his conquests to Rameswar, the work cited may possibly
refer to this incursion. According to another authority, the event
was dated in 1325, which is sufficiently near, unless, which is not
improbable, the allusion blends the first and second invasion together,
in which last Mujahid Shah,* in 1374, overran the countries between
Vijayanagar and Cape Comorin, and advanced to Rameswar. In
either case we have a period of less than three centuries assigned
to fifteen princes, which would leave no very disproportionate average
for their reigns, except that, as the whole season was one of tumult
and disorder, and as the rulers were usurpers and intruders, they must
claim considerably less than the average duration which might be
assigned them in tranquil times, and under long prescriptive sway.
1
2
3

Konga Desit Raja Cheritram, translated from the Tamil, 18.
List, No. 1, series 3.
4
SCOTT'S History of the Dekhin, Introduction, p. xiii.
Ibid. vol. i. p. 42.
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Any deduction to be made from the average duration of the reigns
in question, may partly be filled up by the period of anarchy which
succeeded the destruction of Madura. How long this continued does
not appear; nor, indeed, can its existence to the full extent of the
authority here followed be admitted. The sovereign of Madura
deposed by the Chola prince, was subsequently restored by him ; and
in the inscriptions of the Belala race, in the eleventh and twelfth centuries, it is said, they made the kings of Madura their tributaries.1 It
is probable, therefore, that legitimate princes of the ancient house
continued to sit on the throne of Madura, some time after the capture
or conflagration of their capital, till, weakened by foreign aggression
and domestic disobedience, they finally yielded to the enterprise of an
adventurer, and the establishment of a new dynasty.2
The invasion of the Musalmans was attended with the downfal of
the usurping dynasty; and, after a short interregnum, a prince, descended from the ancient rajas, was placed upon the throne with the
assistance of the Canara people, it is said ; but, probably, the Raya
of Vijayanagar is intended, to whom, at an early period of that empire, or shortly after the middle of the fourteenth century,3 the
Pandya kingdom probably became tributary. The prince placed upon
the throne was named Soma Sek'hara, and he was followed by a
1
3

As late as the reign of Vira Narasimha (1149 to 1172).

Toward the end of the thirteenth century, MAKCO POLO calls the king of
that part of the Peninsula opposite to Ceylon, and the site of the pearl fishery,
Sender Bandi. II (Re) principale che e capo della provincia si chiama Sender
Bandi, nel suo regno si pescano le perle. MARSDEN conjectures Chandra Bandi
may be understood to signify the " slave or servant of the moon," 627, note 1257;
hut the Madura records furnish us with a much more obvious derivation. The
king Sender Bandi may possibly be the Chandra P&ndi, or P£ndya of the text.
If this is not thought satisfactory, it may be a slight corruption of the hereditary
title of the prince of Marwar, in whose boundaries the pearl fishery lies, and who
has been for a long period past entitled the Setu Pati, or Lord of the Bridge; the
ridge of rocks between Rameswar and Manar.
' One account (Sketch of Madura History, No. 19) says, the country was
governed from 1370 to 1402 by Mysore viceroys, when two chiefs, named EUakana
and Mathuna, held it till 1448 ; then resigning it to a prince of the old dynasty.
That the Mysore or Belala princes exercised a supremacy over Pdndya, is unquestionable, but it must have been earlier than the period here mentioned, as by
the first date (1370) the Belala power had been overturned. The authority exercised by them and the Vijayanagar kings, too, did not, probably, involve the removal
of the native princes; and this probability is converted into certainty, as far as
affects the latter, by the appearance of inscriptions in the name of Vira P&ndyan,
one of which is dated 1402 Sal., in the fifth year of his reign, and a subsequent one
in the fifteenth, or Sal. 1412 (A.D. 1490) ; a short time, therefore, before the final
eradication of his family.
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series of seventeen princes to Chandra Kumara Pandyan, when an
officer of Krishna Ray established the line of Telinga princes, generally termed the Naiks (Nayakas) of Madura, and abolished the
shadow of authority retained by the Madura kings over a portion of
the ancient kingdom, now restricted almost to the boundaries of the
capital.
Besides the earlier encroachments made on the east and north by
the Tanjore princes, and on the west by the Belal rajas, the interval
that elapsed between the Musalman invasion, and the establishment
of the Vijayanagar Nayakas on the throne of Madura, had witnessed
the separation of the southern provinces from the ancient dominion of
the Pandya kings; and, particularly on the eastern coast, the extensive districts of Ra'mnad and Marawa, became, and ever afterwards
continued, independent of the Pandya sovereignty, of which, for
many ages, they had formed important divisions.
After the establishment of the chiefs of Marawa or Ramnad, as
independent princes, adulatory ingenuity was employed to devise for
them an honourable origin. The founder of the family was accordingly made contemporary with Rama, who having, after his conquest
of Lanka, erected a linga on the small island opposite Manar, which
was thence denominated Rameswar, consigned the hereditary charge
of the deity and temple, and superintendence of the pilgrimage, to
the Adi Setu Pati, or first lord of the causeway.1 The effort to
aggrandise the ruling family here ceased ; and, during an uncertain
and protracted interval, the supposed descendants of this chief continued, it is admitted, dependents and servants of the Pandya
monarchy. A few years after ,the irruption of Mujahid Shah, or
about 1380, the governor of Ramna'd threw off his dependance on
Madura; and his successors extended their authority to the neighbouring provinces, since called the Great and Little Marawas.
Family dissensions, fostered by the Nayakas of Madura, or Tanjore,
subsequently divided these districts into separate chieftainships; and
the aggression of their neighbours, as well as their domestic feuds,
prevented the power of the Setu Pati from ever acquiring a permanent or consolidated form. The Telinga princes of Madura, and
the Mahratta rulers of Tanjore, claimed, and occasionally exercised,
the supreme authority; and latterly, the Nawabs of the Carnatic
assumed a sway which in general was little more than nominal.
Finally, the Madras presidency collected the tribute of the two
1

General History of the Kings of RamnSd, or the Setu Pati Samasthanam, 20;
Memoir of the Setu Pati, 21.
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Marawas from the year 1792, and in 1801, by treaty with the Nawab
of Arcot, obtained the complete sovereignty.1
The Setu Pati was not the only prince who, in this distracted
state of the kingdom committed encroachments on its territorial possessions ; and even the adjacent province of Tinnivelly was detached
from its connexion with Madura, under the administration of the
Nayaks. This dependency was, however, recovered ; but it subsequently was occupied by an independent Poligar, till the Nawab of
the Carnatic extended the pretensions of his authority over this part
of the Peninsula, which, along with the rest of his rights, were converted into substantial possession by the British government. Besides
Ramnad and Tinnivelly, a variety of petty chieftains assumed independence ; and, upon the occupation of Madura by the first Nayak,
five Rajas are said to have combined to revenge the wrongs of the
ancient dynasty of Madura. These petty chiefs were the ancestors
of some of the Poligars of the south, who gave so much trouble to
the British forces in the middle of the last century. Others originated
with grants made by Viswanath Nayaka, about the middle of the
sixteenth century, to the rebel leaders who had co-operated with the
Vijayanagar arms in the final overthrow of the Madura monarchy.2
Of these petty chiefs living by plunder and violence, the native lists
enumerate seventy-two in the Tinnivelly and Trichanapali districts.
Their numbers must, of course, have been subject to perpetual fluctuation, and increased or diminished with the absence or existence of
any one preponderating power amongst them. The nature of their
habitations, in the bosom of unhealthy and almost inaccessible wilds,
gave, however, a certain security to their existence ; and the efficiency of the native government was never such as to accomplish
their suppression. Through a period of three centuries, therefore,
the southern portion of the Peninsula was parcelled out amongst a
number of petty chiefs, scarcely to be dignified even as commanders
of banditti ; 3 their predatory followers preferring a system of insidious

1

2

H A M I L T O N , vol. ii. p. 473.

MUTIAH'S History of the Nayakas of Madura, 22.
3
The state of the countries, and the characters of their Collaries and their other
inhabitants, are well described in ORME'S History; and their unaltered condition,
at a period a little subsequent, is concisely and clearly described by FULLARTONThe extent and dreary aspect of the thickets, as well as the ferocious manners of the
people, are also the subject of frequent and interesting description by the members of
the Catholic missions, which were sent to this part of India between the end of the
seventeenth and the middle of the eighteenth century. See Lettres Edi6antes et
Curieuses, vols. x. to xv. The Collars have several peculiar customs contrary to those
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pilfering to open plunder, and rarely venturing, without decided superiority of number or position, to face an enemy in the field. Too
indolent to till the soil, too insecure to desire fixed property, they
lived by hunting and robbery, and were, therefore, but little disposed
to check the luxuriance of rank vegetation, which yielded them at
once subsistence and shelter. It is not surprising, therefore, that the
countries which the Poligars occupied should have been overrun with
inhospitable and noxious forests ; and, it may be concluded, that
had not a wise and powerful policy interfered to enforce the habits
of social life, the fine districts to the south of the Kaveri, most admirably fitted by nature to support an industrious population, would
have reverted to the state in which tradition describes them long
anterior to Christianity, and would once more have become a suitable domicile for none but the goblins of Ravana, or the apes of
Hanuman.
The princes of Vijayanagar had established their supremacy over
most of the countries south of the Krishna river before the sixteenth
century, but they appear in general to have left the native princes in
possession of their local sovereignties, and to have contented themselves with enforcing an acknowledgment of their paramount dignity,
and exacting in times of emergency pecuniary and military aid. Such
was the case with the Pandya and Chola kingdoms, which were
of the Hindus, particularly the frequency of remarrying allowed to the women, either
upon voluntary separation from their husbands, or their death. This custom exists
with very few exceptions (MS. Accounts of the Collaries, 25, 26). The pre-eminent
power and stability of the tondiman, as, the principal Poligar chief is called, has
introduced a bias to Hindu habits ; and his wives having sometimes been known to
sacrifice themselves on the funeral pile, the fashion has gained ground in his dominions. The Collars are chiefly worshippers of Siva and Kali. They are not very
rigid in their diet, drinking spirits and eating flesh and fish. The lax observance
of the Hindu practices, which prevailed formerly amongst these tribes to a greater
extent than at present, may partly furnish a reason to believe that the extensive
proselytism eifected by the Madura missionaries in these districts was not altogether
a fiction. It appears, indeed, that amongst the thirty thousand Christians under
the Madura mission, was included a considerable portion of the calaris, or thieves.
" Je me mis sous la conduite de ce guide qui me fit bient6t quitter le grand chemin
pour entrer dans le pays de la caste des voleurs. On la nomme ainsi parce que ceux
qui la composent faisoient autrefois metier de voler sur les grands chemins. Quoigue
la pluparl de ces gens-la se soientfaits Chretiens, et qu'ils ayent aujourd'hui horreur
de l'ombre metne du vol, ils ne laissent pas de retenir leur ancien nom, et les voyageurs n'osent encore passer par leurs forets. Les premiers missionaires de Madure
furent assez heureux de gagner Vestime de cette caste de sorte qu'a present il n'y a
gueres de lieu, ou nous soyOns mieux re<;us et plus en surety que dans leurs bois."—
Du Pere M A R T I N au Pere le GOVIEN, Decembre 1700, vol. x. p. 160.
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governed in the reign of Krishna Raya of Vijayanagar by their own
kings. A war broke out between Vira Sek'hara, the Chola, and
Chandra Sek'hara, or Chandra Kumara, the Pandya prince, in
which the Madura monarch being worsted, he was compelled to fly
his country, and, in this distress, had recourse to Krishna Raya for
protection and assistance. An opportunity of this nature was not
likely to be disregarded by the Vijayanagar court, and Nagama
Nayaka, overseer of the royal cattle, was despatched with a considerable force to reinstate the Madura prince, and punish the ambitious
presumption of the sovereign of Tanjore. The task was easily effected ;
and Chandra Sek'hara seated on the throne of his ancestors. His
restoration, however, was but nominal, as Nagama Nayaka retained
the sovereign authority in his own hands, keeping the king of Madura
in confinement, and disregarding the commands and menaces even of
Krishna Raya, who found his successful general converted into a
rebel.
The valour and conduct of Nagama Nayaka rendering the officers
of Vijayanagar reluctant to undertake his chastisement, he seemed
likely to maintain his newly acquired authority in perfect impunity.1
To the surprise of the Vijayanagar court, however, an antagonist to
Nagama was found in the person of his only son, Viswanat'h ; a son
whom he had performed a pilgrimage to Benares to obtain, and whom
he had left for education, or who had not improbably been detained as
a hostage, at Vijayanagar. As Viswanath Nayak had given many proofs
of his military talents, and as his professions of loyalty were credited,
he was accordingly intrusted with the unnatural duty of revenging
his prince upon a father, and marched with a strong force against
Nagama. The father was defeated and taken prisoner, and, according to one account, delivered to Krishna Raya by Viswanath, who
replaced the legitimate king of Madura on the throne, and returned
triumphantly to Vijayanagar, where, in consideration of the merits of
1

The materials for the history of the Nayaks of Madura, although not veryfull, are, as far as they extend, satisfactory. They are, 1. A History of the Modern
Kings of Madura, by TRIUVERCADU M U T I A H , an ingenious native of the Carnatic,
an amusing account of whose studies, written by himself, is published in the Asiatic
Annual Register, for 1801; 2. A History of the Telugu Rulers of Madura, translated by Mr. W H E A T L E Y from the Tamil; and, 3. A Sketch of the History of
Madura, to the reign of Trimal Nayak, Nos. 19, 22, 23. A fourth account (24)
is confined to the affairs of the descendants of Vijaya Ranga Choka NaVh, who
died in 1731. It is drawn up by the representative of the family, Vijaya Kum&ra
Viswanat'h Bhangaru Trimala NSyak, the great grandson of the last Nayak of
Madura.
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the son, the father was forgiven. The king of Madura soon after
dying, and leaving no heir, Viswanath Nayak was installed by the
sovereign of Vijayanagar as feudatory prince of Madura. Another
history of Madura, however, omits these circumstances, and describes
Viswanath as the officer sent to the assistance of the Pandya prince,
and the usurper of the independent sovereignty. At any rate, it is
evident from the tenor of both accounts that Viswanath Nayak first
established this dynasty, and that his assumption of the regal authority
was acquiesced in by the court of Vijayanagar, too much occupied in
watching the proceedings of their new neighbours of Bijapur1 to attend
to the affairs of the more southern districts.
After the inauguration of Viswanath Nayak, he proceeded to
strengthen himself in his new government; and, with this view,
having enforced the cession of Trichanapali from the Chola Raja,
he improved the fortifications of that stronghold, and built a palace
in the fort for his reception. He then directed his attention to the
settlement ofTinnevelly and the southern districts, the depopulated
parts of which he distributed amongst his adherents, chiefs of the
Totia caste, to the number of seventy-two, who were the progenitors
of the petty chiefs subsequently known as Poligars. This measure,
however, and resentment for the extirpation of the ancient royal
family, seem to have aroused the remaining chiefs of that principality
to arms, and a force, led by five rajas connected with the Pandya
dynasty, opposed the further progress of Viswanath. The quarrel
was, however, decided by the personal conflict of that chief with
Agra Pandyan, who was selected as the champion of the enemy, and
was killed in the combat. According to one of our histories, Viswanath survived his victory but a short period, dying of his wounds on
the ensuing day. According to another account, he recovered,
and continued to reign long enough to extend and consolidate his
power.2
1
Established as an independent state in 1489 by Yusuf Adil Khin—SCOTT,
vol. i. p. 207.
2
Although the two histories agree in the main facts, they differ considerably in

the details, and especially in the chronology. M U T I A H ' S account places Viswandth's
accession, A.D. 1560, the other, A.D. 1431. The former of these best agrees with
Krishna Raya's date, and with the previous history of Madura: it may be about
forty years too modern. M U T I A H ' S history enumerates but eleven princes between
1560 and 1742, or one hundred and eighty-two years; the other names fourteen
princes in three hundred and seven years,—the former giving about seventeen, the
latter twenty-two years to a reign. But this proportion is too much, as three of the
fourteen princes are three brothers who reigned consecutively, and the average of
whose reigns could not, therefore, have exceeded half this number. We shall
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The second prince of Madura, Peria Krishnapa Nayak, the son of
Viswanath, succeeded his father. He extended the authority of the
new family towards the south, reducing to subjection the Poligar of
Permagudf: he enlarged and beautified Tinnevelly, and built a
village to the south of Palamcota, called after his own name Kistnapuram. And here, as well as near Tinnevelly, he built a temple of
Siva, and a range of dwellings for the residence of Brahmans, attaching to both liberal endowments!
The third prince of this race was the son of the preceding, Peria
Virapa Nayak, who emulated his father in extending the authority of
Madura, and in founding temples and endowing religious establishments.
The succession of the Nayaks is here differently stated, Mutiah's
History passing to a second Krishnapa Nayak, calling him the son
of the last prince, whilst the other account states that Peria Virapa
Nayak left three sons, Viswapa, Kumara Krishnapa, and Kasturi
Rangapa, all of whom succeeded in regular order to the government.
The last was succeeded by Krishnapa, who was the son of the second
brother, Kumara Krishnapa, and until whose reign no particular
transactions have been thought worthy of being recorded.
The most remarkable incident of this reign was the formal acknowledgment of the Poligar of Ramnad, as the sovereign of the eastern
coast. This event must have taken place at the end of the sixteenth
century ; and the accounts of Marawa assert the independency of
the founder of the sovereignty about two centuries sooner. They
agree, however, with the histories of Madura, in admitting, that about
this period Wodeya Deva was recognised by the king of Madura as
the legitimate ruler of Ramnad, and warden of Rameswar; and there
can be little doubt, therefore, that the power of the Marawa rulers
first assumed a consistent form at the period here described. They
were not, however, entirely independent, as, although authorised to extend their authority over their refractory and predatory neighbours,
have a more probable result, if we suppose the number ef princes to be, including
Nagama, fifteen, and the number of years two hundred and twenty-two, from 1520
(for Krishna Baya ruled from 1509 to 1530) to 1742, which will give us something
less than fifteen years to a reign. Colonel W I L K S says, the dynasty of the NSyaks
of Madura was founded by Nagana Naid (or Naik) about 1532, in the reign of
Achyuta Deva, with the aid of a colony of Telingas, which seems to have been
planted in the country some time before by the government of Vijayanagar. The
descendants of those are the Poligars of the present day, who are undoubtedly of
Telinga, not Tamil, origin (vol. i. p. 54, note). Their introduction is differently
stated in the authorities followed in the text.
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they were required to pay tribute to the Madura government; and
they were especially enjoined to give protection to the pilgrims to
Rameswar against the Colars and Marawars, who had been accustomed to plunder and harass these devotees upon their passage, so as
almost to have deterred the people of other parts of India from undertaking so perilous a journey.
Virapa Nayak succeeded his father. According to one account,
Trichanapali was first attached to the government of Madura in his
reign, having previously belonged to the state of Tanjore, from which
it was obtained by exchange, the fort of Vellam being ceded to that
state in lieu of this citadel. The transaction is uniformly so described ; but it is referred by other authorities to the reign of Viswanath, the first Nayak, as already noticed, or to that of Tirumalla
Nayak, the successor of Virapa.
The accession of Tirumalla Nayak, the son and successor of the
last prince, brings us to a period of chronological certainty, and is
placed by the different authorities within two or three years of the
same date, or 1621, 1623, and 1626. The reign of this prince was
long and flourishing, and the public edifices erected during his sovereignty still furnish splendid proofs of his wealth and magnificence.
The affairs of Ramnad form the most important transactions of
this reign. Kutan Setupati, the son of Wodeya Deva, who had
succeeded his father, left, upon his death, four legitimate sons, and
one illegitimate. Of the first, the third son succeeded his father, but
the fourth, Adi Narayan, disputed his possession of the country, and,
with the assistance of his son-in-law, Tiruvadeya-vanni, a man of
great military enterprise and ability, appears to have deposed his
brother, and made himself master of Ramnad. The illegitimate son of
Kutan, named Tumbi, had recourse to the court of Madura, and
easily prevailed upon Tirumalla Nayak to send an army under his
general, Ramapya, to put him in possession of what he claimed as
his inheritance, a portion of the Marawa principality. Whilst Tiruvadeya-vanni lived, the troops of Madura were successfully resisted ;
but, upon his dying of the small-pox, a casualty ascribed to the
incantations of his enemies, Ramapya overran the country, and
taking Adi Narayan prisoner, carried him to Madura, where he was
detained in close confinement.
Tumbi Setu Pati was now sole master of Ramnad, but the people
contemning the baseness of his birth, withheld obedience to his
orders, and, breaking out into open rebellion, he was glad to seek
safety again in the court of his patron. The eastern districts were
now without a ruler, and the same dangers that formerly prevailed
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once more obstructing; the pilgrimage to Rameswar, the Brahmans
and religious mendicants solicited the restoration of Adi Narayan to
the government, as calculated to re-establish order and security in the
country. Tirumalla complied in some degree with their request;
but, acting upon a maxim which has constantly influenced eastern
politics, as well as those of more civilised regions, he gave to Adi
Narayan, with his liberty, but a third part of his patrimony, leaving
another third in the hands of Tumbi, and conferring the rest on Danu
Kanta, the son-in-law of Adi Narayan.
This division of the Marawas, although it laid the foundation of
future partitions, did not at that time long continue. Tumbi contrived to put his brother to death, but soon after dying himself, his
portion was seized by Vijaya Raghunath, the adopted son of Adi
Narayan, who, likewise, gained possession of the state of Danu
Kanta upon his death, and thus re-united the three governments
under one head. This prince, although he extended his authority over
the adjoining districts, continued obedient to the authority of Tirumalla; and, upon the invasion of Madura by a formidable army
from Mysore, was highly instrumental in their repulse, leading, with
an activity which received the acknowledgement of the Nayak, a considerable force to the assistance of his lord, paramount, and mainly
enabling him to defeat and expel the invaders.
Although the fortress of Trichanapali was the chief stronghold
of the kingdom of Madura, the city of Madura appears to have been
the favourite residence of Tirumalla Nayak. We have already ascribed
to a much older prince the original construction of the fort, the
temple, and palace, of which such stately vestiges still exist. There
is no doubt, however, that they owe much of their present form to
the taste of Tirumalla Nayak, and the palace of Madura especially
shews indications of modern architecture ; at the same time, the more
celebrated building, still in good order, the Choltri of Tirumalla
Nayak, known to be his work, is an edifice purely Hindu, and blends
the square and massive character of the general structure with the
singularly minute decoration, and luxuriantly fantastic developement
of the details. The Choltri is a chamber of an oblong square form,
the flat roof of which of long stones, rests upon one hundred and
twenty-four pillars of stone twenty feet high, and placed in four
rows. The pillars are curiously carved with different figures representing stories connected with the Hindu religion, the peculiar legends
of the Madura Purdna, and the persons of the founder, and his predecessors. One pillar represents Tirumalla Nayak himself, with six of
his wives, and a number of the women of his haram. The Choltri, it
VOL.

in.

a
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was said, was begun in the year 1623, the second year of the founder's
reign, was finished in twenty-two years, and cost above a million
sterling. It was built, it is asserted, to receive the Lingam of the
great temple ten days in every year, the Brahmans agreeing to bring
their divinity forth upon condition of Tirumalla Nayak's providing a
suitable place for his temporary accommodation. Besides this Choltri,
the same prince is said to have completed three other great works —
a pagoda; a tank, three quarters of a mile square, twenty feet deep,
and faced with stone ; and a grand palace ornamented with black
granite pillars, some of which are twenty feet high cut out of one
stone.1
The reign of Tirumalla Nayak was of considerable duration;
one account says forty years; another, thirty-six ; and the lowest
computation, therefore, brings it to the year 1657,2 when he was
succeeded by his son Virapa, a prince of an effeminate and indolent
disposition, and who, accordingly, was unable to repress the incursions
of the Mysoreans, under so active a prince as Kanti Deva Nana Raj.
They took several places in the western districts during this reign from
the Madura Nayak.3
Chokanath Nayak succeeded his father; he was a prince of some
conduct and enterprise, and rendered himself formidable to all his
neighbours. He first turned his arms against Vijaya Raghava, king
of Tanjore, whom he defeated and put to death, taking prisoner his
ally, Surya Deva, the Setupati, and assisting Kilavan, the cousin of the
captive prince, to become master of Ramnad. He then invaded the
kingdom of Mysore, expecting to reduce it under his authority, but
the events of the war reversed his expectations, and inflicted severe
losses on the government of Madura.
The son of the late king of Tanjore, Chengamal Das, had made
his escape from the fort of Trichanapali, where he had been confined.
1

BLACKADER'S Account of the Buildings at Madura, Archaeologia, vol. x.
Views of the Choltri, &c. have been.given by DANIEL, aud LANGLKS' Monumens
de L'Hindoustan.
2
It must have been in the early part of this reign that the Portuguese Jesuits,
under ROBERT D E NOBILIBUS, established the Madura mission, although a liberal
benefactor to the Brahmans; therefore, Tirumalla Nayak could not have been a
bigot. There were two Christian churches in the city of Madura.—Lettres Edifiante, xiii. 130.
3
As Denaikan-cotta, Satyamangal, and other ta'alluks.—WILKS, i. 54. These
aggressions are dated 1653 in the History of Mysore, but, as it is said, they were
taken from Virapa, Naik of Madura; and, as the character of this prince renders
such an event probable, it is most likely that Colonel W I L K S ' S date is a few years
erroneous.
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His escape was effected probably with the aid of Rustam Khan, a
Mohammedan chief, who had been a favourite of Chokanath, and who
commanded the garrison under the orders of Mudala Rudra N&yak,
the brother of Chokanath, an extravagant and indolent prince, who
lavished on his personal gratifications the sums destined for the pay
of the troops. Taking advantage of their discontent, Rustam Khan
liberated himself from all controul, and made himself master of
Trichanapali. This event, with the escape of Chengamal Das, encouraged the Raja of Chenji to advance to Srirangarri, whilst the
raja of Mysore on that side now became the aggressor. In this state,
Chokanath found some difficulty in preserving the shadow of his former
power, and his enemies retained the superiority for a considerable
period, the'Mysoreans occupying even the capital, Madura, it is said,
for three years.1 It was probably to purchase their retreat that Chokanath ceded to Mysore the districts of Errur and Darapur.2 Having
thus got rid of one of his most powerful enemies, and being vigourously reinforced by Kilavan Setupati, he next dispersed the troops of
Chengamal Das, and reoecupied Tanjore.
He finally recovered
Trichinapali from Rustam Khan, who lost his life in the defence ;
and the Chenji Raja retreating to his own capital, Chokanath
remained in the tranquil possession of his patrimonial possessions.
He soon, however, lost his acquisitions in Tanjore, the fugitive prince,
Chengamal Das, having recourse to the Mahratta chief, Ekaji, for
assistance. That adventurer, who commanded at Bangalore, under
the nominal authority of the Mohammedan court of Bijapur, readily
undertook his protection.3 The confederates marched to Tanjore, and
soon expelled the forces of Madura. The Mahratta, presently usurping the sovereignty of Tanjore, was not at leisure to prosecute his
success against Chokanath; and these princes very shortly afterwards
entered into a mutual confederacy to oppose the incursions of Sevaji.4
These events, which are usually placed between 1675 and 1680, are
1

MUTIAH'S History. The fact is confirmed by the Lettres Edifiantes. One,
dated 1719, observes of the Christian Churches at Madura,—Ces Eglises furent tout
a fait renverses lorsque la ville fut prise et ruined en partie par Ie Roi de Mayssur.
Vol. xiii. p. 131.
2

W I L K S , i. 58.

3

This is rather differently narrated in the Pratapa Vamsavali Bhosla. There it
is said the Prince of Trichanapali applied to Shahoji for assistance against Vijaya
Raghava, prince of Tanjore. That Shahoji enabled the Raja of Trichanapali to
repel his enemy and capture Tanjore, but that hethen appropriated the conquest to
himself, expelling his ally from the country, and leaving it under the administration
of his son, Eekaji.
4

W I L K S , i. 78.
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in perfect conformity with the period of the reign of Choka Nayak
as stated in the authorities we have followed, and which date its
termination in 1685 or 1687.
Chokanath Nayak was succeeded by his son, Ranga Krishna
Muto Virapa, who died young, after a reign of seven or eight years,
leaving his wife pregnant with a son, afterwards named Vijaya Ranga
Chokanath Nayak. During his minority the regency was exercised
by Mangamal, the grandmother of the prince, a woman of great talents
and manly spirit. One account describes her as preserving her
authority until 1712, but another1 states, that when the prince was
thirteen years of age, the commander of the forces, Kasturi Ranjya,
excited an opposition to her which ended in his seizing the reins of
government, and in her confinement until her death, which speedily
followed. We know, however, that in 1700, she was regarded as the
ruler of Madura for her grandson, although the administration of the
affairs of the state was in the hands of a governor, or regent, who
exercised unlimited authority.2
The reign of Vijaya Ranga Chokanath Nayak was not distinguished
by any remarkable event. He died in 1731,3 leaving no child; he
was, therefore, succeeded by his wife, Minakshi Amman, who adopted
Vijaya Kumara, the son of Bhangaru Trimal Nayak, a descendant
in a direct line from a younger son of Tirumalla Nayak. This adoption was enforced by the law of the country, so that Minakshi Amman
was in fact only regent during Vijaya Kumara's minority. The
adoption was generally acceded to by the ministers and men in authority, but it was disputed by Bhangaru Tirumalla Nayak, the father
of the youth: he claimed the inheritance to the throne, and his
claims were powerfully supported by the activity and influence of his
years and rank. The parties are described in one account as having
come to an indecisive engagement; but it is admitted that the matter
was, with much less policy, referred to the Nawab of Arcot, who sent
his son, Sufdar Ali, and Chanda Saheb, with an army to hear and
decide the disputed question. The cause was discussed at Trichanapali,
and the general bias leaning to Bhangaru Tirumalla Nayak, he was
1

2

M U T I A H ' S History.

" Cette Princesse Mangamal, qni est comme depositaire de la couronne, fait
elever avec un grand soin son petit fils, prince ag6 de qnatorze ou quinze ans, a qui
le royaume appartient, et confie, cependant, tout le gouvernement de l'6tat au
Talavay, ou Prince Regent."—Lettres Edifiantes, x. 171. The letter is dated Arour,
iji the kingdom of Madura, 11 Dec. 1700.
3
M U T I A H says 1734, Orme (1, 38), 1736 ; but our date is confirmed by MSS.
24, which, as a family account of such recent events, seems to be the best authority.
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placed on the throne, presenting three lacks of rupees to his Mohammedan friends, and acknowledging himself the tributary of the Nawab
of Arcot.
The same means that had secured a favourable award for the successful candidate, were now employed to procure a reversion of the
sentence, and a nazzer of a crore of rupees, it is said, prevailed on
Chanda Sahib to undertake the cause of the Rani. These negociations becoming known to Bhangaru Nayak, he quitted Trichanapali,
and endeavoured to secure himself in Madura and Tinnivelly, but he
was unequal to oppose the troops of the princess, aided by the Mohammedan arms, and, after a few unsuccessful skirmishes, he fled to
Sivaganga, where the ruling Setupati, Katta Deva, received him and
assigned him some lands for his subsistence. The zeal which Chanda
Sahib had displayed in behalf of Minakshi Amman, and the success
with which it had been attended were calculated to inspire confidence
as well as gratitude; and it was under these impressions that the
princess granted free access to the citadel of Trichanapali to her
defenders. The further precaution, however, was taken, of exacting
an oath from Chanda Sahib, that he would not avail himself of this
facility to the detriment of his ally. No obstacle, however, was
likely to deter this ambitious prince from securing a post of such
importance to his meditated schemes of aggrandisement; and, consequently, in despite of oaths and protestations, he presently seized
upon the citadel of Trichanapali, and threw Minakshi Amman into
prison, in which the queen, overcome by shame and despair, swallowed
poison and died, thus terminating the series of the Hindu sovereigns
of the Pandya kingdom. Bhangaru, with his son, the cause of
these dissensions, continued some time under the protection of the
Sivaganga Poligar. They and their descendants were from time to
time encouraged by the Nawabs of the Carnatic to expect their restoration to the possessions of their ancestors, but there is no reason to
suppose such hopes were ever held out to them in the spirit of sincerity, and it is certain that they bore no fruit. The family remained
some time at Vellikurchi, afterwards at Ramnad, and were thence
obliged to take refuge amongst the Poligars. After the war with
Tipu they returned to Vellikurchi, where they have continued to
reside.
It is unnecessary to follow further the history of Madura, as it
becomes, from this period, a portion of that of the British empire in
India.

8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

7

1
• 2
3
4
5
6

_____

Kulasekhara.
Malaya Dhwaja.
Sundara.
Vira.
Abhisheka.
Vikrama.
Rajasek'hara.
Anantaguna.
Kulabhara.
Varaguna.2
Raja Raj4.
Raja Gambhira.5
Chitra Virta.
Chitra Guna.
Chitra Dhwaja.
Chitra Guna.
Chitra Vikrama.
R^ja Martanda.
Raja Chudamani.
Raja Sundara.
Raja Kulottunga.

No. 1. Vamsavali, Vol.

Vol.

Kulasek'hara.
Malaya Dhwaja.
Minakshi and Sundara.
Wugra.
Vira.
Abhisheka.
Vikrama.
R. Sek'hara.
Kulottunga.
Anantaguna.
Bhushana.
Rajendra.
Sundareswara Pada Sek'hara.
Varaguna.
Raja RajS.
Vamsa Sek'hara.3
Vamsa Churamani.
Kula Sek'hara.
Arimerddhana.
Chokanath.
Virabhadra.

No. 2.

Soma Sundara.
Wugra.
Vira.
Abhisheka.
Vikrama.
R. Sek'hara.
Eulottunga.
Anantaguna.
Kulabhushana.
Rajendra.4
Tari Raja.
Udalura.
Gambhira.
Vengi Adi.
Purandara.
Kumara.
Vangeya.
Eradana.
Sundaresa Pada Sek'hara.

No. 3. Madura Purana, Vol.

Kulasek'hara.
Malaya Dhwaja.
Sundara.
Vugra.
Vira.
Abhisheca.
Vikrama.
R. Sek'hara.
Kulottunga.
Anantaguna.
Kulabhushana.
Rajendra.
Rajesa.
R. Gambhira.5
P. Vamsadfpa.
Purandarjit.
P. Vamsa Vataka.
Sundaresa Pada Sek'hara.
Varaguna.
Raja Raja.
Suguna.

No. 4. Madura Purana, Vol.

LISTS OF THE PANDYAN KINGS.

Kulasek'hara.
Malaya Dhwaja.
Sundara.
•Wugra.
Avhisheka Vira.
Vikrama.
Sek'hara.
Kulottunga.
Anantaguna.
Kulabhushana.
Rajendra.
Rajesa.
R. Gambhira.
P. Vamsapradi.paka.5
Puruhutajit.
P. Vamsa Pataka.
Sundarapada.
Varaguna.
Raja Raja.
Chitra Ratha.
Chitra Bhushana.

No. 5. Halasya.

42
43
44
45
46

41

38
39
40

37

28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36

27

22
23
24
25
26

Raja Sirogicha Gambhira.
RAjS Gambhira.
Pfindya Vansa Dipa.
Porandara Sundara.
Pandya Vamsa Dhurandara.
Jannadeswara.
Pandu Sek'hara.
Varaguna.
Raja Sardula.
Riiji Kulottama.
Ayatana Pravina.
Raja Kunjara.
Pravira RajS Bhayancara.
Varoonajana.
Satrunjaya.
Viravudanda.
Viraparakrama.
Pratapa Martanda.
Vikramakaryaka.
Samara Sek'hara Eolatala.
Antala Vikrama.
Antala Kirtti.
Vamsa Sek'hara.6
Pratapa Surya.
Vamsatulaja.

Vira.
Prakrama.
Suravhi.
Eunkuma.
Earpura.
Earunya.
Puruskottama.
Chatursasana.
Euna, or Sundara.
Varaguna.
Raja Raja.
Suguna.
Chitra Ratha.
Chitra Bhushana.
Chitra Dhwaja.
Chitra Venna.
Chitra Chera.
Chitra Vikrama.
Raja Martanda.
Sardula.
Eavi Raja.
Kulottama.
Tunda Pravina.
Raj£ Eunjara.
Raja Bhayamkara.
Rudrasena.
Satrunjaya.
Vinatar.
Viraprakrama.
Pratapa Martanda.
Vikramakanchuki.
Samara Kolahala.
Yatula Vikrama.
Yatula Eirtti.
Chitra Viratha.
Chitra Bhushana.
Chitra Dhwaja.
Chitra Verma.
Chitra Sena.
Chitra Vikrama.
Raja Martanda.
Rajii Churamani.
Raja Sardula.
Raja Kulottama.
Pravina.
E . Eunjara.
R. Bhayamkara.
Wugra Sena.
Satrunjaya.
Jayamgonda.
Parakrama.
Pratap Martanda.
Vikrama Eunchuka.
Samara Kolahala.
Atula Vikrama.
Atula Eirtti.
Eirtti Bhushana.
Vamsa Sekhara.
Vamsa Churamani, or
Chanjpaka.
Chitra Dhwaja.
Chitra Verma.
Chitra Sena.
Chitra Vikrama.
R. Martanda.
R. Churamani.
R. Sardula.
R. Kulottama.
Ayodhana Pravina.
Raja Eunjara.
R. Bhayamkara.
Wugrasena.
Mahasena.
Satrunjaya.
Bhimaratha.
Bhima Paracrama.
Pratap Martanda.
Vikrama Eanchuki.
Yuddha Kolahala.
Chaturi Vikrama.
Atula Eirtti.
Eirtti Bhushana.
Vamsa Sek'hara.
Champaka.
Pratapasurya.

48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67

47

Nipu Marundari.
Chola Vamsottaraca.
Kula Churamani.
Raja Churamani.
Vamsa Siromani.
Fandya Gambbira.
Kuvalatuja.
Vamsa Vibhushana.
Kulesa.
Chola Churamani I.
Chola Churamani I I .
Raja Churamani.
Bhupa Churamani.
Kulesa II.
Arimarundana.
Sek'hara Nat'ha.
Vira Bhagu.
Vikrama Bhagu.
Pracrama Bhagu.
Durmada.
Karunya.

No. I. Vamsavali, Vol.

No. 2.

Vol.

Kirtti Bhushana.
Vamsa Sek'hara.
Vamsa Churamani.
Surya Vanjival Dhwaja.
Marutaka.
Pratapa.
Sovilanki.
Suvangi Sandha.
Vamsa Sek'hara I I .
Vamsa Siromani.
Pandeswara.
Kulutoja.
Vamsa Bhushana.
Chola Churamani.
Kula Churamani.
R^ja Churamani.
Bhupa Churamani.
Kulesa.
Mamtan.
Jagannath.
Virabhagu.

No. 3. Madura Purtaa, Vol.
Pratapa Surya.
Vamsa Dhwaja.
Marutakan.
Chola Vamsantaca.
Chera Vamsantaka.
Pdndya Vamsesa.
Vamsa Siromani.
Pandyeswara.
Kulodhwaja.
Vamsa Vibhushana.
Chola Churamani.
Kula Churamani.
Raji Churamani.
Bhupa Churamani.
Kulesa.
Arimatun.
Jagannath.
Virabahu.
Vikramabahu.
Pragramabahu.
Suradainaran.

No. 4. Madura Purana, Vol.
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Vamsa Dhwaja.
Vamsa Bhushana.7
Loma Churamani.
Kula Churamani.
Raja Churamani.
Bhupa Churamani.
Pandya Kulesa.
Arimerddhana.
Kunapandya. 8 9

No. 5. Hilasya.

Chitra Satana.
Kuna, or Sundara.

77

else they nearly agree.

Purina.
2 varaguna is too early in this list by five or six at least.
3 This list omits here between thirty and forty names, whence it is so much briefer than
the rt;
4
We have here eight kings between Rajendra and Sundarapada; the two next have but
five. With this correction the three agree tolerably well as far as they go.
5
The names of the Chitra family appear transposed in No. 1, as compared with 4 and 5,

Kuna Pandya, or Sundara.

Satrusadhana.

« Differs from the rest in not foUowing Vamsa Sek'hara by Champaka, whom it seems to
omit altogether; else the three first lists agree tolerably well.
' The Halasya here omits seven or eight names.
8
The same here omits ten or eleven names.
9 All the lists, except the first, here close, and with the same prince, or Kuna Pandya,
with whom the next series, from the same authority, seems to begin. According to the
Vamsavali, the seventy-two kings here enumerated reigned in former ages.
10
In these lists the names are often the same though differently written or expressed.
Thus, Antala Kirtti (1), Yatula Kirtti (3), and Atula Kirtti (4), are the same names and
Samara Kolahala (1,3, 4) means the same as Yuddha Kolahala, " the exulter in battle."

Furushottama.

75
76

1 Nos. 3 and 4 should be taken from the same authority by the title, but they do not
agree ; the second is really from the Teruvaleyadul, which is usually called the Madura

Karunya.

74

73

Karunya.

Vaguvalatu.

Vetteya Vinata.

72
Purushottam.

Suratamara.

Nagarika.
Chencalneelyetta.

70
71
Kunkumatennen.
Karpura.

Kunkumatanya.
Karpura.

Prakramabhagu.

Sandhatum.

Bahubala, or Vaguralen.

Vikraniabhagu.

Sarvasasana.

68

69
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Continuation of List Nos.
SERIES II.

1. Soma Sundara.
2. Karpura Sundara.
3. Kumara Sek'hara.
4. Kumara Sundara.
5. Shamuk'ha Noya.
6. Sasiverna.
7. Paruva Mantra.
8. Pararaja Sena.
9. Mugaratoja.
10. Satrubhayamkara.
11. Satru Sama.
12. Kodocola, or Kodungal.
Kali, 305. Interregnum.
SERIES III.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

Chandrakula Dipa.
Pulikodi Paruta.
Minkodi Paruta.
Magaratuja.
Martanda.
Kuvalayana.
Gunalaya.
Virabagu.
Satru Samkara.
Vira Verma.
Vernakulottanga.
Raja Martanda.
Kulaverddhana.
Varapunyachari.
Kulaverddhana 2d.
Invasion of Bahadur Shah.

SERIES III.

1. Somasek'hara.
2. Soma Sundara.
3. Raja Raja.
4.
5. Rajfi Kunjara.
6. Raja Sek'hara.
7. Rajd Verna.
8. Bharata Raja\
9. Kumara Sena.
10. Bhimasena.
11. Pralupa RajS.
12. Varaguna.
13. Kumara Sundara.
14. Varatunga.
15. Kulottunga.
16. Sundara Kesara.
17. Chandra Kumara.
Expelled by Virasek'hara, king of
Chola.
Restored by Nagama Nayak.
Here begin the Nayaks of whom
we have three Lists, one of which
is the present.
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Nayaks of Madura, List 1;
or, the Vamsavali, Vol.

1
2
3
4
5
6

7
8
9

Viswanath.
Perya Kistnapa.
Perya Virapa.
Viswapa.
Perya Virapa.
Perya Kistnapa.
Kasturi Rangapa.
Mootoo Kistnapa.
Mootoo Virapa.

14
15

Terumalla.
Chokanath.
Kistna Mootoo Virapa.
Vijayn Ranga, as a
minor.
Ditto, as of age.
Mangamal,1 his widow.

16

Vijaya Kumar.

10
11
12
13

Mutiah's List.

3. From the History.

Viswanath.
Mootoo Kistnama.
Virapa.
Krishnappa.2
Mootoo Virapa.
Terumalla.
Mootoo Virapa.
Chokanath.
Ranga Crishna Mootoo
Virapa.
Vijayaranga Chokanath.
Minacshi Ammaul.

Viswanath.
Peryakistnapa.
Perya Virapa.
Viswapa.
Kumara Kistnapa.
Kasturi Rangapa.
Mootoo Kistnapa.
Mootoo Virapa.
Terumalla.
Mootoo Virapa.
Chokanath.
Kistna Mootoo Virapa.
Vijaya Ranga, under the
regency of Mongamal.
Ditto, of age.
Minackshi Ammal, his
widow.
Vijaya Kuma'ra.

1

Should be Minakshi.
M U T I A H omits the three brothers of Virapa, and goes to his nephew. He
omits, also, the regency of Mangamal, and the last prince. These five, added to his
eleven, the three lists agree.
5

List of the Manuscript

Translations

Accounts with reference
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1. Vamsavali of the Chola, Chera, and Pandya Dynasties, extracted from a MS.
in the possession of Kalinga Raya: and translated from the Tamil by R.
CLARKE, Esq.

exxviii. vol. i. art. 1.

2. Genealogy of the Pandya Rajas from the Madura Puranam, composed by
PARUNJOTHI.

Translated by SRINAVASIA BRAHMAN.

Ibid.i. 12.

3. Origin of Madura, with a List of the Kings (List No. 2), and the Limits of the
Country. Translated from a Tamil MS. communicated by Mr. H U H D I S , by
SRINAVASIA.

Ibid. i. 9.

4. List of the Kings of Pandya from the Teruvaleyadal, or Madura Parana. Extracted and translated by K A V E L E V E N K A T A LAKSHMYA.

MS.
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ART. X. — Process of making Crystallised Sugar from Toddy, or
the Juice of the Cocoa-nut Palm, on the Island of Ceylon.
Communicated by Lieut.-Colonel COLEBROOKE, Royal Artillery,
M.R.A.S. &c. &c.
THE toddy is collected in vessels perfectly clean, into each of which
a small quantity of the &l, or banyan-tree is put, to retard fermentation, and correct astringencies. Before the liquor begins to ferment,
it is strained through a clean cloth, and boiled in a pan of brass, or
other metal, until the impurities rise to the surface, when they are
carefully skimmed off. When the liquor has lost its watery colour,
and become a little reddish, it is poured into another pan, and boiled
over a strong fire, the scum being again taken off as it accumulates.
The fire is then gradually diminished, until a white scum appears on
the surface, and increases to a froth-. The liquor then becomes adhesive, and of a consistency to be removed from the fire, which is ascertained by allowing a little of it to cool, and by drawing it into a
thread between the finger and thumb. If the thread does not break
when drawn to about an inch in length, the syrup is removed from
the fire, poured into another vessel, and left to cool till it is little
more than lukewarm. A little crystallised jagri, or course sugarcandy, is then mixed with it, and the whole is poured into a fresh
vessel, having an aperture and stopple in the bottom, so accommodated as to allow the uncrystallised part to ooze out. Crystallisation
is completed in about a week, when the stopple is removed to allow
the remaining fluid to escape, and, at the end of another week, the
crystallised sugar is taken and placed near a fire in a goni, or sack.
The expense of manufacture is about one penny and one-eighth per
pound, exclusive of the cost of vessels.

