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pleuritis) would seem to render Dr. Fagge’s explanation
GENERAL COUNCIL
probable one. The man went on perfectly well, the
chest symptoms rapidly disappearing. When we listened to
OF
him on July 10th (just twenty days after the appearance of
the fluid effusion), we found the very slightest trace only of MEDICAL EDUCATION AND REGISTRATION.
been

a

very

on the right side of the chest behind, no loss of vocal
vibration, no segophony; but at the close of each inspiration
No abdominal tumour was to be disa slight creaking only.
cerned. Dr. Fagge told us of a child whom he treated last
year by this same method. After four months the tumour,
although greatly diminished, could still be felt. At the present time it has quite disappeared.
A similar mode of procedure was adopted three weeks ago

dulness

Session 1868.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS.
THURSDAY, JULY 2ND.
THE President took the chair at 2 o’clock.
on a child of thirteen years of age, under Dr. Phillips’s care,
On the motion of Dr. SHARPEY., the following Report from
in the Royal Infirmary for Children, Waterloo-road. In this the Pharmacopoeia Committee was received and adopted:case there were two tumours: one in the epigastrium, the
" The Pharmacopoeia Committee appointed by the General
other at the lower border of the liver. Mr. Cooper Forster Council (Minutes, vol. v., p. 215) for watching over the proapplied the voltaic current in the manner we have already gress of Pharmacy, and for making such additions and cordescribed. In this case no trace of gas was to be observed. rections as would facilitate hereafter the preparation of the
On the second day after the operation an attack of urticaria next editions of the British Pharmacopoeia, beg leave to report
occurred. There was no peritonitis. Diminution of the that, in accordance with the authority
given them by the
tumours was quite gradual. In about a week no margin could Council (Minutes of June 3rd, 1867, vol. v.,
p. 186) to obtain
be felt ; in ten days the liver was clearly to be made out, and such assistance as they might think necessary for carrying out
was found to be itself enlarged.
Where the cysts were placed the foregoing object, they engaged the services of Dr. Redthe structures are now quite flaccid. It seems possible from wood, who had rendered such valuable assistance in the prethe persisting enlargement of the liver that another cyst exists paration of the last edition of the work.
in its interior. We ought to say that in each of these cases
" In accordance with the request conveyed to him, Dr.
two or three drops of fluid escaped on the introduction of the Redwood has prepared and placed in the hands of the Comneedles. The escape was unintentional, and indeed unavoid- mittee a report, which is well calculated to be useful in all
able. It is manifest that ere we can be quite convinced that further proceedings connected with the work. A portion of
the hydatid cysts have been killed by the electric current, the this report refers to some typographical and minor errors,
simple escape of a few drops of the fluid should be proved to which, though of no great importance, require correction in
be insufficient to destroy the vitality of the parasite. In the the Pharmacopoeia, of 1867. The Committee recommend that
ordinary tapping operation it is impossible to believe that all this portion of the report should be published, so that those
the fluid is evacuated. The question then is to determineI who possess the Pharmacopoeia may themselves be enabled to
what quantity is sufficient to effect the desired purpose.
make the necessary corrections; and the Committee also recommend that these corrections be printed as a slip in the
copies hereafter sold.
DREADNOUGHT HOSPITAL SHIP.
" The Committee beg leave to report that they have exTWO CASES OF CHOLERA ; RECOVERY.
pended jE25 of the sum of X50 placed at their disposal at the
last session of the Council, and they recommend that a like
(Under the care of Dr. S. WARD.)
sum of jE50 be placed at the disposal of the Committee for the
THE following cases are worthy of notice, as they presented next year.
W. SHARPEY.
all the symptoms of cholera.
June 29th, 1868."
William C-, labourer, was admitted early on the mornDr. AQUILLA SMITH moved, "That it be an instruction to
ing of the 1st inst., into the Dreadnought hospital ship, cold, the Pharmacopoeia Committee to furnish to the Executive Comshrieking with cramps, vomiting, and with a dusky aspect, mittee a report at the termination of each year on the progress
indicative of cholera. He was attacked at 5 A.M. of the same of pharmacy, and to suggest such additions and corrections as
facilitate hereafter the preparation of the next edition
day, whilst engaged in discharging cargo on a vessel lying off would
of the British Pharmacopoeia, and that a report be published
the entrance to the Victoria Dock. He vomited at frequent
by the Executive Committee for the consideration of the prointervals during the day, passed several stools of a pinky hue, fession."
and had suppression of urine. He was seen by Dr. Ward
After an explanation from Dr. Quain of the fact that Dr.
about two hours after admission, who prescribed the hot-air Smith had been imperfectly informed of the proceedings of the
Pharmacopoeia Committee, Dr. Smith withdrew the resolution,
bath, and ordered pills of calomel and opium. Twenty-five at
the suggestion of Dr. Paget.
hours after, all symptoms had subsided, urine was secreted
Dr. QUAIN proposed that the Pharmacopoeia Committee for
and discharged, the stools became bilious, and he left the hosthe
year should consist of the President, Dr. Chrispital convalescent on the fifth day after the commencement of tison,ensuing
Dr.
Dr. Leet, and Dr. Quain. After what had
Sharpey,
the attack. Mr. Harry Leach went on board the vessel on
which he was working, and found that the water used had been occurred there would be great difficulty in working with Dr.
A. Smith; he therefore substituted Dr. Leet, whose services
shipped at Guernsey, and that no other men had suffered from would
be invaluable to the Committee.
similar symptoms.
Dr. A. SMITH : I must insist on having an explanation. Dr.
Daniel M--, stoker, was admitted into the same hospital
said it is impossible for him to work with me. I will
at noon on the 10th inst., with marked symptoms of cholera. Quain
He was brought from the M. E. Clarke, a screw collier that insist upon it that he states his grounds for the assertion ; if
had just arrived in the Thames from Sunderland, and his he does not state it here he must state it elsewhere.
Dr. ANDREW WOOD moved, as an amendment, that no Pharillness had commenced fifty-four hours before admission, with
year. He had failed
excessive cramps, and vomiting, but no diarrhoea. No urine macopoeia Committee be appointed this
as yet to find out any good resulting from it.
had passed for fifty hours. Warmth was applied to the body
Dr. ArjoHN seconded the amendment.
and feet continuously, but no medicine was given. Twenty
Dr. QUAIN withdrew his motion, and said he should cease
hours after admission, the temperature of the skin was 92g&deg;
from
further connexion with the Pharmacopoeia ComFahr., and his general condition was slightly improved, but mittee.any
the suppression of urine continued. On the third day active
The subject then dropped, no Committee on Pharmacy being
symptoms disappeared, urine was passed in small quantity,
appointed.
and when this report was closed (on the morning of Tuesday
LUNACY CERTIFICATES.
last) the patient was improving rapidly, but no evacuation of
the bowels had taken place. The water used on board this
The following report was brought up by the Committee
collier was shipped at Sunderland, from tanks employed in the appointed to consider the subject :Wear for this purpose.
"The Committee having fullv considered the subject reMr. Leach reports many cases of diarrhoea among the sailors mitted to them, in concert with Mr. Ouvry, have resolved to
in this port, and workmen employed in vessels lying in the recommend to the Council that a letter which, E. their reriver.
quest, has been drawn up by Mr. Ouvry, be transmitted by
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the President to her
Home Department.

Majesty’s Secretary

of State for the

The Committee urged that the Council should sanction the
i following
recommendations :-

"ANDREW WOOD, Chairman."
The letter called attention to the difficulties arising on the
construction of the Lunacy Acts for England, Ireland, and
Scotland ; and, after quoting the report of the Commissioners
in Lunacy on the subject, added :" Considering the importance which these certificates have
as affecting the liberty of her Majesty’s subjects, it must be
admitted that the objections stated by the Commissioners in
Lunacy are entitled to great weight, but at the same time the
adoption of the rule infringes the privileges conferred on the
medical profession by the Medical Act, and leads to considerable inconvenience when it is desired to place a lunatic in an
asylum which is not in that part of the United Kingdom
where the lunatic resides. The object can only be effected by
bringing two medical gentlemen from England, Scotland, or
Ireland, as the case may be, to the place of the lunatic’s abode,
or by taking the lunatic, without any legal authority, from
his abode to that part of the United Kingdom where the
asylum in which it is desired to place him may be. I am instructed to suggest to you that an Act should be passed,
applicable to the United Kingdom, which, while it will give
to the medical profession the full privileges contemplated by
the Medical Act, will at the same time ensure that no person
giving a false certificate shall escape the punishment justly
due to his offence."
Dr. ANDREW WOOD said the difficulty had only arisen
within the last two years, in consequence of a case where a
patient in lunacy who had been certified to be insane on one
side of the border, was removed to a lunatic asylum on the
other side of the border. The Commissioners had some doubts
whether the certificates signed in one county were valid in
the other, and applied to the Home Secretary, who took the
opinion of the law officers of the Crown, which was that under
existing Acts these certificates were invalid. The case was
brought under the notice of the Scotch Branch Council, and
they, thinking that this was a serious grievance both to the
public and the profession, and manifestly incompatible with
the privileges secured by the Medical Act, deemed it right
that the question should be brought under the consideration of
the General Medical Council. The matter was referred to a
committee, who, in concert with the solicitor, went carefully
over the Lunacy Acts, and found there no special provision
pointing out that the certificates were invalid. It appeared
from the report of the Scotch Lunacy Commissioners that the
difficulty arose from there being a different provision by
law for the three parts of the kingdom with reference to
penalties for falsification of certificates. Mr. Ouvry thereupon drafted the letter which had been read, and the Council
would have no difficulty in agreeing to its adoption. They
ought not to allow the matter to rest, but should at once take
steps for removing an existing grievance which might be easily
corrected by a short Imperial Act. What had occurred showed
the inconvenience arising from carrying Acts of Parliament
applicable only to one part of the kingdom. If they were to
have a real union of the three kingdoms, they should have imperial and not partial legislation. He moved, " That the
the Committee on Lunacy Certificates be adopted,
Report ofthe
letter which has been suggested in the report be
and that
addressed by the President to the Right Hon. the Secretary of i
State for the Home Department."
Dr. FLEMING seconded the motion, which was agreed to.

The report was received and entered on the Minutes.
Mr. CaeSAR HA WRINSmoved that the Council should sanction the proposal of the Committee, and issue to each licensing
body in England, Scotland, and Ireland, for their adoption,
the recommendations contained in the report relating to the
knowledge of vaccination by any person desirous of practising
medicine or surgery. The Committee, he said, considered
these special certificates sufficient, but the recommendations
did not prevent any body from holding examinations if they
thought them desirable. It must be evident that many subjects connected with vaccination could not be examined into
by the licensing bodies at all. The University of London
might be able practically to carry out an examination in the
subject, but such a course was utterly impracticable where
several hundreds of students had to be examined. The Committee had recommended that the certificates should be received only from places where proper means of inspection existed ; and if the number of those bodies was thus limited
their certificates might be fully relied on.
Dr. BENNETT seconded the motion.
Dr. EMBLETON thought that the second recommendation
was scarcely precise enough, inasmuch as it did not state who
It should be expressed more parwas to give the certificate.
ticularly that the chief of the station, or the public vaccinator
where there was only one, was the person by whom the certificate must be signed.
Dr. BENNETT thought it might be safely left to the licensing
bodies to say who were competent to give the certificate.
Mr. HARGRAVE considered it scarcely necessary to extend
the law to Ireland, because in that country the superintendence of vaccination was of the most perfect kind.
The
Poor-law Commissioners and their officers were very careful to
see that vaccination was properly carried out, and the result
In Dublin vaccinawas that small-pox was particularly rare.
tion was included in the regular course of study.
Dr. STOKES said there was nothing in the recommendations
to prevent any licensing body from examining the student in
vaccination, if it so wished. The candidate was merely required to present a certificate showing his practical acquaintance with the subject.
Sir D. CORRIGAN proposed the following recommendation as
a substitute for the two proposed by Mr. Hawkins : ’’ That
each licensing body should examine every candidate for its
degree, diploma, or licence to practise medicine or surgery, as
to his knowledge of the different stages of the vaccine vesicle,
of the several methods of preserving lymph, and of every
other necessary part of the subject." He considered that there
was one fatal objection to the recommendations of the Committee-namely, that they did not propose that there should be
any examination of the candidate as to his knowledge of the
subject. The effect of the recommendations would be to
substitute certificates for examinations in one of the most important departments of medical science, involving, not the
cure of one individual only, but the safety of the whole community. As an instance of the insufficiency of certificates
alone, he might mention that some time ago a candidate applied
to the Queen’s University for examination, and produced a certificate specifying that he had attended so many cases of midwifery. The certificate was signed by a surgeon in the hospital
at Poplar. Happening to be in London on the business of the
Council, he (Sir D. Corrigan) was requested by the Chancellor
of the University to visit the hospital and see what opportunities there were for the study of midwifery. He did so, and

’

VACCINATION.

The report of the Committee on Vaccination was read. The
Committee having considered the letter from the Medical Department of the Privy Council of Nov. 23rd, 1867, reported on
the general feeling of the Branch Councils and Licensing
Boards as to examination in vaccination. It is the object of
the Privy Council " that the fact of a person’s admission to
the Medical Register, or at least his admission under some
particular title or titles therein, would virtually guarantee his
being thoroughly skilled in vaccination," and thus do away
with the necessity for the special certificate which the Privy
Council have hitherto required from every contractor for vaccination in England, whatever may have been the source of
medical
The Committee find so general a willingness on the part of
the universities and medical corporations to further the wishes
of the Privy Council, that they think the Medical Council may
without difficulty recommend some general measures which
may apply to all persons seeking to enter the profession, what.
ever their especial line of practice may be.

his

qualification.

1st. That a certificate should be required by each licensing
body from every candidate for its degree, diploma, or licence
to practise medicine or surgery, that he has studied vaccination under a competent and recognised teacher; that he has
himself performed the operation successfully under the teacher’s
inspection ; that he is familiar with the different stages of the
vaccine vesicle, and with the methods of preserving lymph,
and is thoroughly informed in every necessary part of the
subject.
2ndly. That such a certificate should only be received by
any licensing body from recognised vaccine stations, or from
recognised vaccine departments in medical schools, or hospitals, or other public institutions, where the appointed teacher
of vaccination is not liable to frequent change, and where
ample means for study are provided by not less than such a
number of cases (perhaps eight or ten on an average weekly) as
may be found, after due inquiry in the first instance, confirmed
by authentic returns, or inspections from time to time, to be
sufficient for this purpose at each place.
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found that there was not a single female in the institution, nor of Mr. Hawkins or the amendment of Sir D. Corrigan would
had there ever been any. It was an hospital for sick and be sufficient for the purpose, or that the Privy Council would
wounded seamen. (Laughter.) The complaint was that stu- I be satisfied whichever the Council adopted. He would sugdents were already overpowered with certificates (hear) ; and gest that Mr. Hawkins’s recommendations should be made a
yet the Council were now asked to say that they attached no little more specific, and that an addition be made to the effect
value to examinations, but depended on certificates. He ob- that examinations might also be conducted.
Dr. FLEMING said, if vaccination was a specialty, it was a
jected on principle to the substitution of certificates for examinations, and therefore could not vote for the recommenda- universal one ; for every child who was born and lived for a
tions which Mr. Hawkins had proposed.
few months was subjected to it. It was a necessary thing,
Dr. ALEX. WOOD seconded the amendment, because it co- and therefore the State was quite justified in looking upon it
incided exactly with the view of the question taken by the as a specialty. Most of those who had spoken on the subject
College of Physicians of Edinburgh. Vaccination might be had regarded it merely with reference to the simple process of
regarded, first from a professional point of view, and secondly performing the operation; but that was the least and most
from a State point of view. In the first case, he saw no reason trifling part of the whole matter. Anyone could do that; but
why more attention should be devoted to vaccination than to the important part was the watching the progress of the opethe many minor operations which every general practitioner ration and the effect of the vesicle from day to day: being able
He did not see why to distinguish the protecting from the unprotecting vesicle, prowas called upon continually to perform.
a proof of their knowledge of the art of vaccination should be
curing the lymph, and knowing the means of securing it. With
a
manner
from
and
in
students
licentiates,
regard to examinations being sufficient, he thought that there
special
required
any more than a special knowledge was demanded of the art were few subjects in which a young man could more easily
of passing a catheter, of bleeding where it was practised, or of cram himself. Dr. Wood had said that in Edinburgh one
opening an abscess. The operation was a very simple one; the teacher had a monopoly; but was not that the very thing
progress of the vaccine vesicle was very easily noted, and any which the Privy Council had called upon the Medical Council
from its normal state readily recognised. From a pro- to enable them to do away with ? They had been asked how
fessional point of view, therefore, he would object altogether to the door might be opened so as to admit all registered pracany special regulations in regard to it. But the State had taken titioners; and in the report the committee stated most disup this matter, and demanded security that vaccination should tinctly the manner in which it was proposed that that end
be properly performed throughout the country; and because should be attained -namely, that the vaccine institutions
the Council was thus brought into contact with the State, and should not be numerous, and that under certain restrictions,
through the State with the public, he was willing to accede to particularly in all schools of medicine, opportunities should
some special notice being taken of the subject, and special regu- be afforded of practically carrying out the knowledge which
to it. The Council must, however, the students acquired. Dr. Andrew Wood had also objected
lations issued with
be very careful not to give the slightest colour of approbation to the vagueness of some parts of the report. That was into the tendency of the State to take vaccination out of the tentional. The committee did not think it would work well
hands of the licensed practitioner, and to give it to a particular to lay down positive laws for the regulation of the licensing
body. An attempt had been made to pass a Vaccination Bill bodies, but that it should be left to those bodies to see that
for Scotland containing a provision that the parents of every at the vaccine stations the subject was sufficiently and satischild who was not vaccinated by a parochial medical officer factorily taught. So far from taking vaccination out of the
should be fined. The College of Physicians of Edinburgh, hands of the recognised practitioners, the letter from Mr. Simon
however, had taken the matter up, and by their representa- called upon them to devise some means by which it could certions through him to Sir Geo. Grey, the then Home Secretary, tainly be put into the hands of the registered practitioners.
a clause was introduced when the Bill was in committee doing
No means less stringent than those recommended by the comaway with special vaccination, and simply enjoining that mittee would be satisfactory; and if some such regulations
children should be vaccinated by some registered practitioner. were not issued, matters would still remain as they were.
Another clause, to the effect that if the parents neglected to
Dr. STORRAR, after remarking on the prevalence of smallhave their children vaccinated within three months they should pox of late years in consequence of imperfect vaccination, said
be liable to fine and imprisonment, was abolished, and another if the different medical boards in the kingdom did not assent
substituted empowering the parochial officer to perform the to making a knowledge of vaccination a condition precedent to
operation if it was delayed for a certain time, and if the parents the admission of a candidate to a licence to practise, the Medi.
resisted they might be punished. This plan had worked most cal Department of the Privy Council would take their own way
satisfactorily, and 96 per cent. of the population in Scotland of doing it without the assistance of the licensing boards. It
were vaccinated. No doubt all would be but for the migratory
was of the utmost importance that, if possible, good relations
habits of the lower orders, which rendered it exceedingly diffi- should be established between the different qualifying bodies
cult to trace them from one parish to another. Some time ago and that department of the State. Such was the object which
gentlemen were sent down to Edinburgh to teach the profession Mr. Simon had in making his communication to the Council.
there how to vaccinate properly, and he had the curiosity to The Committee had considered the whole question with great
attend one of the dispensaries to see the operation performed. care, and he had great hopes that if the report were adopted, it
The instrument employed was of a somewhat more formidable would settle difficulties which had existed for some time becharacter than was commonly used in Scotland, and after a tween the licensing bodies and the Privy Council. The body
lecture had been delivered on the insufficiency of vaccinating which he represented had passed a resolution at once assentin one or two places, the first child was gashed in seven or ing to the wish of the Privy Council, and had decided not to
eight places. The other parents took fright and fled with admit any man to examination who did not present a certitheir children, while the parent of thechild who was so gashed ficate of having been duly taught vaccination at one of the
never returned to thank the operator for what he had done.
recognised vaccine stations. But as a matter of principle, in
He objected altogether to this special system, and believed all order not to recognise the superiority of the certificate system,
difficulties would be removed by the licensing bodies securing they also resolved practically to examine in vaccination. The
by examination that every man whose name was placed on the way in which they proposed to do this was by having two or
three or more cases of vaccination brought to the examiningRegister was properly qualified in this respect.
Dr. ANDREW WOOD said there were great difficulties con- room during the time the examination was going on. This was
nected with either the certificate system or the examination a much easier matter for the University of London than for
system alone. He considered the recommendation was not the Royal College of Surgeons, owing to the difference in the
specific enough, because it did not state the number of times numbers to be examined. The force of circumstances therewhich the candidate must have performed the operation. If fore compelled them to fall back upon the system of certificathese regulations were to be carried out, it should be stated tion. Of course great vigilance must be exercised over those
that vaccination must have been performed, and the progress persons who were recognised as competent to give certificates.
of its effects witnessed, in a certain number of cases. At the There was considerable force in Dr. Andrew Wood’s suggesCollege of Surgeons in Edinburgh, examinations in this sub- tion that it was desirable that the certificates should guarantee
ject were very frequent. There was a necessity for ensuring that the candidates had themselves performed the operation.
that the subject of vaccination had been thoroughly studied; The Privy Council thought that before a certificate was given,
for he knew instances of men possessing diplomas of phy- the student should have vaccinated at least twenty times.
sicians or surgeons who did not know how to vaccinate. The Some such provision might be added to the recommendations.
Sir D. CORRIGAN suggested that it might be left to the
operation was not so simple but that when a man attempted to
do it for the first time there were ten chances to one he would licensing bodies to require such certificates as they deemed
bungle over it. He did not think either the recommendations necessary.

I

deviation

regard

80
Dr. STORRAR said the practical effect of that would be to year’s reflection, probably some members who voted on the
leave the question where it was at present ; in that case what legal view that they were not at liberty to do this thing would
be likely to entertain the opinion of a great judge on the adanswer could they send back to the Privy Council, which had
appealed to them for help in negotiating with the different ministration of law in this country, who recently said that if
licensing bodies ? He regarded Mr. Simon’s communication the Act of Parliament charged them with the duty of keeping
as a message of peace, as an attempt to heal the differences
up a list and record of how to make agents for therapeutical
which had arisen between the Medical Department of the purposes, and yet debarred them from doing anything to asPrivy Council and the various qualifying boards ; and if the certain the value of such agents, it was a case of red tape gone
Council could assist in the work, a very desirable end might mad. What they as a profession were most deficient in was
an accurate knowledge of therapeutical substances.
be attained.
Many
After a brief reply from Mr. C. H11W1INS,
things might be said against his proposition, but the question
Dr. BENNETT (who had taken the chair in the absence of was on which side lay the balance of argument. Oue objection
the President) suggested that perhaps the original motion was that it was embarking in a sea of impossible inquiry, and
might be made satisfactory to Sir D. Corrigan if it were to that in a scientific point of view these things could not be
stand thus :-"That irrespective of examination on the sub- settled. The British Association for the Advancement of
Science had granted small sums of money for similar purposes
ject of vaccination, a certificate should be required, &c." "
with the most beneficial results. They voted grants of f:1O,
Sir D. CoRRiGAN was not satisfied with the alteration.
The amendment was then put to the meeting and lost,- - E20, or jE50, as the case might be, to individuals to report
seven voting in its favour, and nine against it.
The original upon particular subjects, and the information thus obtained
motion was afterwards carried, the numbers being for, 10 ; was afterwards utilised as they thought fit. He was quite
against, 6.
willing that the Council should, if it thought fit, apply to the
Mr. CAESAR HAWKINS moved, "That the draft letter of the Government for the necessary funds for this purpose. In a
Committee to the Medical Department of the Privy Council national point of view it was hard that all this work should be
Office be adopted and forwarded, with a copy of the report of carried on from the funds of one class of persons. If the
Government would supply them with funds he was quite wilthe Committee, to the medical officer of the Privy Council."
Dr. STORRAR seconded the motion, which was agreed to ling that the Council should superintend their administration.
He considered the Council was quite competent to make
nem. con.
Dr. ACLAND moved, " That the Treasurer be authorised to this grant independently of the Pharmacopoeia Committee,
pay JE100 to Dr. Richardson, F.R.S., to aid him in his re- although out of courtesy he formerly proposed to leave it to
searches into the class of agents which can with safety be used them. The question to be considered was, whether they,
as anaesthetics; that one-half be forthwith paid, and one-half being responsible as a whole body for the constant revision and
on presentation of a report, which shall have special regard to the
keeping up the national list of therapeutical agents, were abseveral properties of the said agents, and their fitness to be in- solutely debarred from taking any steps whatever to assist introduced into the "British Pharmacopoeia." He said that in vestigators in ascertaining the properties and the fitness for
1866 a memorial was presented to the Council by the Physio- use of different agents which might be used for therapeutical
logical Section of the British Association at Birmingham, and Durnoaes.
he then drew the attention of the Council to a proposal for Dr. STOKES seconded the motion. He expressed his earnest
placing the sum of jE250 in the hands of the Pharmacopoeia sympathy with what had fallen from Dr. Acland on that and
Committee in order that they might have investigations made former occasions. The main argument was that they were
for the purpose of obtaining information upon subjects intro- entrusted with the construction of the national Pharmacopoeia,
duced into the Pharmacopoeia. On that occasion Sir D. Cor- and yet were without power to inquire into the actual value of
rigan proposed an amendment objecting altogether to the pro- what they should introduce into or expunge from it. This was
posal on its merits, and expressing the opinion that the Council an absurd state of things, and ought not to be permitted to
had no legal authority to expend funds on such inquiries. The exist. If there was no money for the purpose required, he
amendment was carried, and so the matter dropped. The was quite ready to forego payment of the expenses of the
Council thus held that although they were charged with the Council in order that a work which in some respects might be
duty of preparing a list of therapeutical agents, and keeping considered simply as a record of licensed ignorance should be
up that list, they were not justified in taking any steps either put upon a more scientific basis. If any doubts existed as to
to promote a knowledge of the properties of those agents, or the legality, they could take the opinion of the law officers of
to ascertain whether or not they were of any use after they the Crown ; if there were no such doubts in the minds of the
had been put in the list. That was so curious a decision that majority of the Council, he earnestly hoped that Dr. Acland’s
he afterwards proposed that the Pharmacopoeia Committee motion would be accepted.
should take steps to ascertain if such limits really were imDr. ANDREW WOOD objected to the motion, and, if he were
posed. The proposal was not, however, agreed to. Last year to use some of Dr. Acland’s expressions with regard to a
he took another course, and proposed that in the amended motion of his own the other day, he should say it was "both
Act a clause should be inserted giving them the power to inopportune and unfortunate." The Council should not enter
carry out those investigations, though some lawyers to whom upon such an enormous investigation as this was calculated to
he had applied were astonished at the notion that the Council raise, for all the subjects in the Pharmacopoeia would have to
did not already possess, the power. That proposition, how- undergo the same inquiry. The Council were not responsible
ever, was not adopted. This year he had determined to try for the effects to be produced by things put in the Pharmacothe question on its merits, to take a simple case, and ascertain poeia. Then, on the financial side of the question, the expendithe sense of the Council upon it. Dr. Richardson was engaged ture of the Council was &pound; 18 more than its receipts. Was this
in a most important series of researches in anaesthetics, and an opportune time to increase their expenditure in this direcconsiderable expense was incurred in carrying them out.
tion, especially when entering upon a most important investiinto medical education, and the propriety of instituting
gation
FRIDAY, JULY 3RD.
diplomas in State medicine, and which would necessitate the
On the motion of Dr. Alexander Wood, seconded by Dr. expenditure of several hundred pounds? Even if he could
Storrar, the following members of the Council were appointed agree to the monstrous proposition that they were to test all
was the Pharmacopeia Committee :-The President, Dr. Christhe articles of the Pharmacopoeia as to their therapeutical
tison, Dr. Sharpey, Dr. Aquilla Smith, and Dr. Quain.
effects, this was the very worst time to bring it forward.
The adjourned debate on grants in aid of therapeutical re- ,
Dr. SHARPEY differed entirely from Dr. Acland as to the
search was resumed.
expediency of such an inquiry. Any experimental investigaDr. ACLAND said he was placed in the unfortunate predica- tions instituted at the instance of the Medical Council with
ment of having to defend a particular instance, as well as a reference to the Pharmacopoeia should be directed towards
general principle. The instance in this case was as good as determining pharmaceutical questions, and not for the promothe principle, and he was content to let them go together. tion of therapeutical researches. He did not dispute Dr.
Amongst other opinions on the subject he took that of Dr. Richardson’s ability, nor that a sum of money might aid him
Davis, who rather chaffed him for selecting any particular in- in his investigations ; but the fact that the British Association
stance, saying that he could scarcely name any substance used and the Royal Society were in the habit of giving such pecuas a therapeutical agent which it would not be well to submit
niary aid and encouragement was an argument against Dr.
to some such inquiry. The principal objections were that they Acland’s motion, for it showed that those were the sources to
which those who wished to encourage Dr.Richardson should
were not allowed by the law to inquire into the value of objects which they put into the Pharmacopoeia, and that if they apply.
were allowed to do so such a course was undesirable.
After a
RUMSEY, having on two occasions supported the prin-

Dr.
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ciple advocated by Dr. Acland, thought it incumbent on him to
give his reasons for not supporting his present mode of applying
that principle. His opinion as to the principle remained the
same, not only that they had the legal power, but were perfectly justified, morally and professionally, in devoting any
sums of money at their .disposal to the promotion of scientific
investigations, such at least as affected the action of materials
calculated to remove or relieve human suffering. On the present occasion Dr. Acland was applying the principle to a particular person and a particular class of agents, and such a
limitation ought not to take place at that Council. Of Dr.
Richardson’s high qualifications he might entertain the same
opinion as Dr. Acland ; but if they were to make grants to all
men of high qualifications fitted to investigate the qualities of
agents afterwards to be introduced into the Pharmacopoeia,
they would enter upon an endless subject that would occupy
the time of the Council far more than its money. The principle being admitted, the selection of persons should be left to
a smaller body.
With regard to the class of agents, anoesthetics, though important, were not the only substances to which
such investigation should be limited.
Sir D. CORRIGAN could not support the motion. It was far
more likely that an improper substance would get into the
Pharmacopoeia on the recommendation of one, two, or three
men, than on that of a thousand members of the profession.
Dr. Stokes said they were without power at present to test
the various substances. That was exactly the state in
which they ought to be.
Dr. ACLAND replied. He doubted whether it was desirable
to press this motion. The division last year was equal; and
Dr. Rumsey, who last year supported the principle, now opposed the motion on the ground of its limitation. It would
therefore be most courteous to the Council and to the gentleman whose name appeared in the motion that he should withdraw it.
Dr. ALEX. WOOD objected to the withdrawal of the motion.
It had gone through all the phases of discussion. The mover
had replied, and threatened the Council with the repetition of
it in a different form. It was extremely important that Dr.
Acland should know the feeling of the Council on the subject,
and the only way in which that could be ascertained was by a
division.
Dr. PAGET thought it very undesirable to go to a division. HeI
proposed that Dr. Acland be allowed to withdraw his motion.
Dr. ALLEN THOMSON seconded the motion, which was carried
by the casting vote of the President.
Dr. ALEX. WOOD said he had attended many meetings, and
had never seen an instance where, after such a strong expression of feeling, a motion was withdrawn.
Dr. BENNETT said such a course as had been just adopted
exposed the Council to lengthened discussions, and then the
withdrawal of motions, without an opportunity of voting upon
them.
The following interim Report of the Committee on Medical
Education and Examination was read:" The Committee on the subjects of Medical Education have
to report to the Council that, after taking into consideration
the points referred to them, they have put in train a series of
arrangements by which they hope to be able to obtain valuable
evidence from the principal teachers and examiners in the
kingdom which may aid the Committee in drawing up a complete report for the next meeting of the Council.
" (For Mr. Syme) ANDREW WOOD,
"Acting Chairman."
Dr. ANDREW WOOD said the report was merely to show
that the committee was at work. He moved its reception,
which was agreed to.
The following report of the Finance Committee was read :"The Finance Committee beg leave to present, in the table
subjoined, a statement of the estimated and actual income and
expenditure of the year 1867 ; also an estimate of the income
and of the expenditure, as far as the committee are able to
judge, for the year 1868.
"The total expenditureof 1867 has been &pound;282 Is. 2d. less than
that of 1866-namely, X217 4s. 9d. on the part of the General
Council, and &pound; 64 16s. 5d. on that of the Branch Councils. As
regards the General Council, the reduction may be accounted
for by a diminution in the expenses for attendance at the
meetings of the Council and Executive Committee, and in the

printing account.
"A statement of the receipts and disbursements on account of
the British Pharmacopoeia, since the date of the account presented last year, and of the balance in the bank to the credit
of the Council, has been given, up to January, 1868, in the

presented to Parliament, and published in the
’Medical Register.’ The Executive Committee have recommended that this balance, amounting to .S1543 2s. 3d., should
be applied towards the repayment of moneys advanced by the
Council for the expense of publishing the Pharmacopoeia. The
Finance Committee concur in this recommendation, and propose that the sum in question be applied towards payment of
the ordinary expenses of the General Council, whereby a proportionate reduction would, of course, be effected in the percentage rate next payable by the Branch Councils. After
such repayment, the sum remaining due to the Council on the
5th of January, 1868, for advances on account of the Pharmacopoeia, would amount to :E712. This balance is in course of
reduction by sales since that date.
"In consequence of the resolutions of the General Council of
June 7th, 1867,-directing’that the visitors of examinations
shall in future receive payment for their services at the same
rate as for attending a meeting of the Branch Council, in
addition to travelling expenses;’ andthat the expense of
visiting the examinations be paid from the funds of the General
Council’-there will be an addition to the expenses of the
General Council since last year of &pound;31 10s. for visitations of
examinations in Ireland, and of &pound;89 4s. for visitations (including travelling expenses) in Scotland, making a total increase of
&pound; 120 14s.
" The Committee have given their careful attention to the
memorial of the clerks, praying for an increase of salary, referred by the Council for their consideration, and have consulted with the Registrar on the subject. The clerks-Mr.
Bell and Mr. Roope-were appointed in 1859 : Mr. Bell at a
salary of .6200, of which ;6150 is paid by the.General Council,
and &pound; 50 by the Branch Council of England ; and Mr. Roope
at a salary of f:150, paid by the Branch Council. The Committee are informed by the Registrar that the work of the
office has since then materially increased in all its departments, and the duties have been added of preparingand pubthe
lishing an Annual Register of Students, and of
sale of the Pharmacopoeia. The Committee are further informed that the work has been faithfully, and in every respect
accounts

conducting

satisfactorily, performed.
’’ No addition to the regular salaries of the clerks has been
made since their appointment; but the General Council has
been in the practice of voting them gratuities from time
to time, in acknowledgment of their services generally, and
their extra labours during the meetings of the Council.
On the grounds now stated, and especially in consideration
of length of past service, its now increased extent, and its
value now enhanced by prolonged experience, the Committee
are of opinion that the clerks may fairly claim a moderate increase of salary.
The Committee accordingly recommend that,
in lieu of customary gratuities, which, in case of the adoption
"

of this recommendation, should be discontinued, an addition
of &pound; 50 per annum be made to the salary of Mr. Bell, and the
same to that of Mr. Roope, to be paid in both cases by the
General Council, to commence from the 5th of January, 1868.
" W. SHARPEY. Chairman."
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Dr. BENNETT feared the Council had no power in the case.
It was an illustration of the necessity for some alteration in
the Medical Act to prevent persons from assuming the title of
doctor, and palming themselves off as persons of repute. Dr.
Barnes was aware of the position of the Council, but thought
the illustration a good one of the necessity for getting further
power.
The Registrar was directed to acknowledge the letter.

On the motion of Dr. STORRAR, seconded by Sir D. CoRRIGAN,
the Report of the Finance Committee was adopted.
Dr. BENNETT gave notice that he should move a resolution
that no motion should be withdrawn after it had been put from
the chair, without the unanimous consent of the Council.
A communication was read from the Branch Council for
Ireland relative to two applications for registration in the
Students’ Register. The applications had come from two students at Queen’s College, Galway, who had passed a preliminary examination, but who had been refused the usual certificate, and were thus prevented from registering, should they
desire to pursue their studies elsewhere than in that College.
The Branch Council, disapproving of the course pursued by
the authorities of the College (who had ordered the registrar
"
not to issue any certificates of matriculation to students till
the close of the second term"), had agreed to register the students on their own written statement of having passed the
matriculation examination.
It was moved by Mr. C&AElig;SAR HAWKINS, seconded by Mr.
COOPER, and agreed to : " That this Council approve the
course pursued by the Branch Council for Ireland in regard to
the two applications for registration in the Students’ Register,
referred to in the above communication."
It was moved by Dr. STORRAR, seconded by Dr. SHAR?EY,
and agreed to:--"That the degree of M.D. (by examination)
of the University of Heidelberg, granted to Dr. Frederick
Milford, bearing date June 27th, 1856, be entered in the

PRELIIIINARY EDUCATION.

The following report of the committee appointed to consider
this subject was read :" The resolution of the Council, under which this committee
is appointed, is :"That a committee be appointed to consider the list of
bodies whose testamurs are considered sufficient evidence of
the student having received a competent preliminary education.
"That the committee do also consider and report whether
any plan could be devised by which the Council could better
supervise the preliminary examinations, or dispense with the
necessity for frequent supervision, or in any other way promote the improvement of the general preliminary education of&pound;
the medical student."
"1. The first question for the consideration of your committee is the list of examinations in general education, which,.
up to the present time, have been considered sufficient evi"
dence of the student having received a competent preliminary
Register.
education. Of these examinations, some require at least the
The following letter from Dr. James Mason was read :minimum of subjects laid down by the Council ; others do not
"Somerset Horse, St. Philip’s-road, Sheffield, May 8th, 1868.
include all that the Council desires.
"GENTLEMEN, -As the Bill of the Amended Medical Acts of
"An inquiry into the subjects required for certain exami1868 is about to be submitted to Parliament for sanction, I again
has satisfied your committee that, from the latitude
beg to remind you of the very great necessity and importance given to the candidate as to the subjects on which he may
of inserting the wordsobstetrician or accoucheur’ along choose to have his
proficiency tested, it is imperative on the
with the others of doctor, physician, surgeon, &c.,
in the Council to require that the certificate of
having passed such
clause relating to the assumption and preservation of titles. examination shall attest proficiency on all those subjects which
These terms are daily becoming more generally used by the Medical Council regard as indispensable. This course has
quacks, because they find that such are used by duly-qualified already been taken by some of the licensing bodies, but there
practitioners, and not protected by the Medical Act. There is reason to apprehend that it has not been uniformly
are actual examples of it here, and a large number of patients
followed.
requiring obstetric treatment do not find it out till they have
"Again, in several accepted examinations, there is no proreceived its penalties.
vision made for testing the knowledge of the candidate in all
"I am, Gentlemen, yours truly,
the subjects which the Medical Council hold to be essential ;
JAMES MASON, M.D., M.R.C.S., L.M., &o.
and your committee do not find in the regulations of any of
To the General Medical Council, London."
the licensing bodies any provision for supplying this deficiency.
The Registrar was directed to acknowledge the receipt of the Your committee are therefore of opinion that in issuing for this
letter.
year the list of examinations which are to be accepted as
A letter having been read from Dr. Edwards Crisp, it was sufficient, the Council should recommend that it be coupled
moved by Mr. HARGRAVE, seconded by Dr. FLEMING, and with this limitation : provided always, that the certificate of
agreed to,-" That the Council is of opinion that the matter having passed the examination testify that the student has
referred to in a letter presented by Dr. Edwards Crisp, re- been examined in all those branches which are included in the
specting the Carmichael Prizes, is not within the powers of the minimum recommended by the Council.
Council, as limited by the Medical Acts, and the Council. "2. The second question requires the committee to
therefore declines to enter on its consideration."
consider and report ’whether any plan could be devised, by
A letter from Dr. Edwards Crisp, on the increase of half- which the Council could better supervise the preliminary
?’
qualified practitioners since the passing of the Medical Act examinations
"
Your committee refer with great satisfaction to the
(1858), &c., was read, and it was moved by Dr. BENNETT,
seconded by Dr. ANDREW WooD, and agreed to,-" That the reports of the visitation of preliminary examinations already
letter of Dr. Edwards Crisp on the increase of half-qualified made to the Council, more especially as it appears from them
practitioners be acknowledged, and be referred to the Com- that in some cases the subjects of examination have been
mittee on returns from licensing bodies and registration of altered so as to meet the requirements of the Council. It is
their opinion that as much care should be exercised in visiting
students."
A memorial from the North of Scotland Medical Association these examinations as the strictly professional ones. It is
relative to the position of parochial medical officers was read. quite apparent that the defects which require to be remedied
Dr. PAGET said that boards of guardians in this country had in the education of students of medicine, are to be found less
no power to dismiss a union surgeon without the consent of
in the subjects of professional study than in provision for that
the Poor-law Board.
preliminary mental culture which would enable the student to
Dr. ANDREW WOOD said there was such a power in Scot- grasp with vigour the varied, intricate, and complicated
land, and referred to a case where the local parochial board sciences on which medicine is founded, or with which it
had deprived a gentleman of his office. Irrespective of the claims affinity.
circumstances of the case he feared the Council had no power
"Your committee are therefore of
that, while the
to interfere in the matter. They had no right to dictate what present list of examinations continues to be sanctioned, the
the parochial boards might or might not do : all they had to Branch Council in each division of the kingdom should make
secure was that no registered practitioner should be deprived
arrangements for visiting and reporting on them all, whether
of any rights assured him by the Medical Act. He therefore they are conducted under the superintendence of medical
moved,-" That a letter be addressed to the North of Scot- boards, or under that of the national educational bodies. Your
land Medical Association acknowledging their communication, committee cannot doubt that visitors appointed by the Medical
and intimating that this is a matter which does not fall within Council would be cordially welcomed by those by whom such
the province of the Medical Council."
examinations are conducted.
"Your committee are encouraged in making this recomDr. PARKES seconded the motion, which was adopted.
A letter was read from Dr. R. Barnes, relative’to the use mendation by the following observations made 1 y the Faculty
of his surname by a non-registered person, in offensive adver- of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow on the educational
recommendations of last session :tisements.

nations

,

opinion
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would draw attention to the obviously They are the more decidedly of this opinion as some of these
partial nature of the visitations of the preliminary requirements do not come into operation until 18b9, and
examinations recognised by the General Medical Council. It already this period has been objected to by one of the largest
appears that no steps have been taken to report on the exa- examining bodies in the kingdom.
minations conducted by the national educational bodies. - It is
"6. In regard to the subject of Greek, which the Council
all the more necessary that this should be done, since it is the resolved in 1866 to make compulsory after 1869, your committee
admitted policy of the Council ultimately to leave the whole have great doubts whether it is possible at present in our
preliminary examinations of medical students in the hands of grammar-schools to Eret such an amount of knowledge of Greek
these bodies. It may be that the Council have no right to as would be of real use either as a branch of knowledge or as
insist on the inspection of these examinations by visitors a means of mental culture; while, therefore, they are most
appointed by them; but it appears anomalous, and must unwilling to recommend the Council to lower its standard of
ultimately be subversive of any good end which these visita- preliminary education in any respect, they think it would act
tions may subserve, for the Council to inspect and report on a wisely in deferring to enforce a knowledge of Greek on all
certain number of examinations recognised by them, while the students until it is seen what direction the reform of the
remainder of these examinations is altogether exempted from grammar-schools, which cannot now be long postponed, will
"

’The

imperfect

Faculty

or

their official control.’

take.

to the third

" 7. It consists with the knowledge of those members of
your committee who have had experience in the examination of
medical students, that they are extremely deficient in that
precision of thought and language which would be conferred
by some knowledge of the art of reasoning, and of the first
principles of logic. No means, however, exist for acquiring a
knowledge of this branch at present in any schools, and not
even in all our colleges.
Your committee are, however, so
satisfied with the value, and also with the practicability of the
introduction of such an important branch of study, that they
would recommend that the subject should, before next meeting
of Council, be considered and reported on by each Branch
Council, and that they be instructed to inquire how far such
an addition to the ordinary preliminary education of the medical student is desirable ; and if it be considered desirable, how
it could best be carried out.
" In conclusion, your committee consider it their duty to
impress on the Council the necessity of securing that the preliminary examination should in all cases be really preliminary,
and that the licensing boards should be recommended to make
this rule absolute. One great use of general education is to
confer that amount of mental preparation which will enable
the student to profit by his professional studies; and every
teacher will endorse the opinion of the committee, that in
proportion as the mind of the student has been prepared by
general culture, in the same proportion will be his progress in
his medical studies.
" ALEXANDER WOOD, Chairman."
The report was ordered to be received and entered on the

question referred to your
committee, ’Whether the Council could dispense with the
necessity of frequent supervision of these examinations,’ your
committee beg to report that while they hold strongly by the
maxim which was enunciated at an early meeting of the
Council, and which has never been departed from, that the
examinations in subjects of general education should be
ultimately left entirely to the national educational bodies, they
are doubtful how far this would be expedient in the present
state of education in the kingdom.
" Should such changes in general education and examina"3. In

regard

tion be effected as would be satisfactory to the Council, then
the whole charge of this department might safely be relinquished, and the necessity for further supervision removed.
"Your committee are of opinion that, in view of the probability of the introduction of some educational measure into
Parliament during the next session, the Council should instruct
its Executive Committee to watch over such a measure, seeing
how deeply they and the whole medical profession are interested in it.
"4. The last question referred to your committee is ’whether
the Council can in any other way promote the improvement of
the general preliminary education of the medical student.’
" Your committee presume that this could only be effected
by a change in the method of examination, or by an elevation
of the standard required.
"
In regard to the former, they would call attention to the
remarks of two of the visitors for Scotland, at page 53 of the
reports. These gentlemen suggest that it would be desirable,
if possible, to diminish greatly the number of the recognised
boards by which the preliminary examination for medical
students is conducted at present, whether in England, Scotland, or Ireland, and they suggest the establishment of joint
boards by the various licensing bodies, one for each division of
the kingdom.
"5. In regard to any increase in the number of subjects
which the preliminary examination should embrace, your
Committee cannot conceal from themselves the fact that even
with the moderate standard of preliminary education required,
and even with the easy character of the examination in many

Minutes.
Dr. ALEXANDER WOOD moved, "That it be recommended
to the licensing boards not to accept the certificate of proficiency in general (preliminary) education from any of the
bodies, the names of which are contained in the list annually
circulated, unless such certificate testify that the student to
whom it has been granted has been examined in-1. English
language, including grammar and composition. 2. Arithmetic,
including vulgar and decimal fractions. Algebra, including
simple equations. 3. Geometry-first two books of Euclid.
4. Latin, including translation and grammar. And in one of
the following optional subjects-Greek, French, German,
Natural Philosophy, including mechanics, hydrostatics, pneu"

carried out, the proportion of rejections is very large.
shows, of course, that the means of education in the
country must be defective, and unmistakeably indicates the maties.
Dr. STORRAR seconded the resolution.
great need of some change in the system of secondary schools
in this country. It also, however, shows how difficult it will
After a lengthened discussion, in which Dr. Apjohn, Dr.
be for the Council to add to the requirements of the medical Parkes, Dr. Paget, Dr. Alexander Wood, Dr. Andrew Wood,
students in general education.
Mr. Cooper, and Mr. Cassar Hawkins took part,
cases

This

’

" As it is in connexion with this subject, your committee
have had under consideration a portion of a letter addressed to
your Council by the College of Surgeons of England, and
which appears in your Minutes of the 29th ult."
This letter was published in THE LANCET of last week.
" It appears from this letter that the largest medical
examining body in England does not consider two years’ notice
as sufficient before introducing the very small additions which
the Council proposed to make to the branches of geometry and
algebra, and that even in 1870 it only agrees to introduce the
additional branches’provided the several other licensing
bodies will agree to make them compulsory.’5
"Your committee do not consider a condition of this kind
at all necessary, for they cannot doubt, from former
ence, that the other licensing bodies will adopt the
as

Dr. APJOHN said if the resolution was adopted by the
his university would not comply with it.
Dr. A. SMITH believed that if the Council passed this resolution, the Board of Trinity College would not consider tbemselves bound to conform to it. By insisting on these they
were running a great risk of involving the Council in unpleasant controversy with some of the examining bodies.
Dr. STORRAR was surprised to hear Dr. Smith’s statement
that the university would refuse to conform to the views of
the Medical Council. The Minutes stated that, "The following recommendations were passed by the General Council on
May 25th, 1866, but are not intended to come into operation
until October lst, 1868." That was a solemn decision of the
Council arrived at two years ago ; and was it to be said that
because the examining bodies had not chosen to put themselves
in proper relations with the Council that they were to alter
their views, and be threatened with a refusal to observetheir
regulations ? There was no subject on which the English
schools had undergone a more remarkable change of late years
than on that of introducing the study of the English language,
composition, and literature, and it was very creditable to the

Council,

experirecom-

mendations of the Council.
"
It is the opinion of your committee that while the minimum
of general preliminary education laid down by the Medical
Council is very moderate, yet seeing that in a large proportion
of cases it is difficult to get it satisfactorily fulfilled, it would
be unwise to attempt at present any increase of requirements.

;i
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mediate character between the workhouse and the asylum for
the reception of the large number of cases of a permanent
The resolution was then put to the Council, and adopted ; but harmless character of mental
disease ; such institutions
13 voting in its favour, and 4 against..
in every case to the asylums already
supplementary
being
"
Dr. PAGET proposed the following rider to Dr. Wood’s
existing, of which they would respectively form portions,
motion :"That a resolution passed by the Council on the 6th of having their own officers, but otherwise under management
June, 1867, be now rescinded :-’That the General Medical and visitation by the existing committees of magistrates, and
Council will not consider any examination in English sufficient affording a kind of accommodation by comparison much less
that does not fully test the ability of the candidate-1st, to
than at present, and really more suitable to large
write a few sentences in correct English on a given theme, expensive
numbers
of
the population of every asylum." The Lancashire
as
attention being paid to spelling and punctuation,
well as to
seem to have relied on the 8th section of the
of
a
an
to
write
author
magistrates
to
2nd,
portion
English
composition ;
dictation ; 3rd, to explain the grammatical construction of one Lunacy Acts Amendment Act of 1862; but the Commissioners
or two sentences ; 4th, to point out the grammatical errors in ’,
say that the Poor-law Board never contemplated that removals
a sentence ungrammatically composed, and to explain the
from asylums should be made under that section unless with
and definition of a few
nature ; 5th, to give the derivation
"
the accompanying condition that the patients removed should
English words in common use."
Dr. PAGET was proceeding to explain his resolution when, continue to have the protection of the lunacy laws. The law
six o’clock having arrived, the debate was adjourned.
officers of the Crown, to whom the said section has been re[We are compelled to defer the remainder of our report ferred for their opinion, say that "further legislation is needed
until next week.]until
in order to define more clearly the true position of chronic
lunatics removed to workhouses, and the visitors, guardians,
and others with respect to their lunatics.""
In Middlesex, the county authorities reply to all the remonstrances of the Commissioners in regard to the want of proper
Tav’enty-second Report of the Commissioners in Lunacy to the provision for the insane poor, that " it would be unadvisable
to incur a great expense in making additional provision for
Lord Chancellor.
Tenth Annual Report Qf the Gener.xl Board of Commissioners pauper lunatics of the county until it shall have been seen
M Lunacy for Scotland.
what will be the effect upon the existing asylums of the two
THESE two blue-books make us acquainted with the latest district asylums about to be erected under the Metropolitan
proceedings of the Lunacy Commissioners for Great Britain in Poor Act;" thus holding themselves discharged from their
reference to some 58,000 persons of unsound mind, over whom legal obligations under the Lunacy Acts because of subsequent
they exercise, in the public interest, a vigilant and humane legislation, which, nevertheless, could hardly have been intended to have had any such effect. The Commissioners entirely
supervision.
the
we
observe
that
the
circumfirst
acquit the Poor-law Board of any blame in this matter. " The
Taking
English Report,
"tances relating to the nature and extent of the accommodation class of inmates for whom these asylums are intended," writes
provided in the different institutions for the insane are set the Secretary of the Poor-law Board, " is limited to those
f.)rth in the usual perspicuous style, while such shortcomings harmless and imbecile cases who may now be properly retained
as have been observed on inspection are temperately and imin a workhouse; so that, if the buildings were now
The
of
accomcommented
on.
and
available, the magistrates would not be relieved from the
nartially
inadequacy asylum
modation to the increasing numbers of insane poor for whom obligation of immediately proceeding to make provision, so far
provision is required by law forms an invariable theme in these as may be necessary, for those other classes of pauper lunatics
Reports, and while somelittleadvance in this respect has been who require to be sent to the county asylums." It is not antimade by the authorities here and there since the date of the cipated that these asylums can be ready for occupation before
previous Report, the Commissioners remark that "in one only of the end of next year, if so soon ; and the determination of the
the three counties to which attention was drawn as conspicuous Middlesex magistrates leaves the want of accommodation for
for the want of necessary accommodation-Yorkshire, Lanca- the insane poor of the county unsupplied for two years, "upon
shire, and Middlesex-has anything been done to relieve the the chance at their expiration of getting the want supplied, not
T’-t. Nothing whatever has been done in Lancashire or in by their own authority, but that of the Poor-law Board, which
ddlesex." In Lancashire the attention of the Court of has meanwhile expressly informed them that there is no pro(carter Sessions was called by the Commissioners to the fact bability whatever of such a chance arising." Meanwhile the
that throughout the county there was little or no vacant insane paupers of the county are drafted off to any and every
space in any asylum, while the imbecile wards of the work- place were room can be found for them: 401 are lodged in the
house were occupied, to a degree before unexampled, with metropolitan licensed houses, and six ha7,e lately been sent to
lunatic patients requiring asylum treatment. The Commis- Fisherton House, ‘Salisbur! It cannot be doubted that this.
sioners expressed their willingness to meet the magistrates in is a most unsatisfactory state of things, and one which ought
conference, or otherwise to communicate with them on the not to be tolerated.
The Commissioners are evidently more than justified in
character of the accommodation that would suffice to meet the
The
of
the
Lunatic
that the laws relating to lunacy in this country shall
1853.
requirements
Asylums Act,
magistrates declined the conference on the ground that they could be amended and consolidated. At present there are no less
take no steps until it had been decided how far the lunatic than forty.-one Acts affecting the insane subjects of her Majesty
urards already built or in course of erection, under the sanction in England and Wales, the earliest of which was passed in the
our the Poor-law Board, could be rendered available for lunatics reign of Edward III., while the two latest were passed last
of a certain class. If the workhouses could be so used, no more session. The varying character of these Acts, their inconasylum room was wanted, and if they could not be so used, gruity, and the complexity and verbosity of their clauses
they ought not to be built. They looked at the matter simply render " confusion worse confounded." Most persons will
in an economical light.
agree that " if pure consolidation in any department of Eng"
The Commissioners naturally object to any increase of the lish law be expedient, proper, and possible, it should be iniinsane in wolkhouses, where they have no legislative protec- tiated where, as in the Lunacy Acts, the matter is ex necessi...
tion, the Lunacy Acts not being applicable therein, nor any tate 1’ei, of general public interest, where the persons bound to
proper means existing for making them so. And they point obey the law should be prepared to act without warning, and
out that the true solution of the economical difficulty lies in where the delay of an appeal to a lawyer, perhaps at some
for explanation of the proper course of action, in the
the direction of prov:.,Iiii- special institutions of an inter-
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